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ATTACHMENT 

This  paper,  THE  BAN,  gives  iht  parliament  debates  side  of  the  story.  There  is, 
of  course,  a  lot  more  to  it  than  that.  No  doubt  the  RCMP  have  something  in  their 
archives  about  the  actions  taken.  And  the  actual  legislative  details  are  not  shown.  Then 
there  are  the  personal  stories  such  as  one  told  to  me  about  a  member  in  Edmonton, 
Maximchuk  I  believe  ,  who  did  appear  before  a  judge  only  to  have  the  case  summarily 
dismissed.  And  what  about  the  assets?  Who  gained  from  the  disposal  of  these?  What 
did  the  Custodian  do  with  them?  Are  they  still  in  storage?  Is  there  a  claim?  Perhaps 
someone  will  look  further  for  the  rest  of  the  story  before  it  is  finally  and  permanently 
lost.  WF  09/03/04 
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THE  BAN 

In  an  outrageous  miscarriage  of  justice  the  Parliament  of  Canada  placed  a  ban  on 
the  membership  organization  Technocracy  Inc. during  World  War  II  from  mid  1940  to 
1943,  a  period  of  over  three  years  till  the  ban  was  unconditionally  lifted.  Here,  for  the 
first  time,  is  the  story,  including  excerpts  from  the  Official  Report  of  Debates  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  Vol.  I,  1940,  and  Vol.11,  1941. 

Friday.  June  2  L  1940 

SUB  VERSIVE  ACTIVITIES 

Declaration  respecting  illegal  organizations  -  control  of  properties 

Right  Hon.  ERNEST  LAPOINTE  (Minister  of  Justice):  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to 
lay  on  the  table  of  the  house  an  order  in  council  declaring  illegal  an  organization 
known  as  Technocracy  Incorporated;  also  an  order  in  council  providing  for  the 
control  and  management  of  all  properties  belonging  to  associations  declared 
illegal. 

If  the  house  wishes  to  know  in  what  way  we  will  deal  with  them  I  would  say  this, 
that  all  property  rights  and  interests  in  Canada  belonging  to  any  illegal  organiza- 
tion shall  be  vested  in  and  be  subject  to  the  control  and  management  of  the  custo- 
dian, as  defined  in  the  regulations  respecting  trading  with  the  enemy,  1939. 

Subject  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  such  property,  rights  and  interests  by  the  custodian,  the  regulations  res- 
pecting trading  with  the  enemy,  1939,  shall  apply  mutatis  mutandis  to  the  same 
extent  as  if  such  property,  rights  and  interests  belonged  to  an  enemy  within  the 
meaning  of  the  said  regulations. 

The  property,  rights  and  interests  so  vested  in  and  subject  to  the  control  and 
management  of  the  custodian,  or  the  proceeds  thereof  shall  on  the  termination  of 
the  present  war  be  dealt  with  in  such  manner  as  the  governor  in  council  may 
direct. 

Mr.  STIRLING:  Will  the  order  in  council,  banning  Technocracy,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events  be  printed  in  the  Canada  Gazette? 

Mr.  LA  POINTE  (Quebec  East):  Yes. 

Tuesday.  July  16,  1940 

SUBVERSIVE  ACTIVITIES 

Reasons  for  declaring  Technocracy  Incorporated  and  Jehovah 's  Witnesses  Illegal 

Organizations 


On  orders  of  the  day: 
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A/r.  ANGUS  MacINNIS  (Vancouver  East):  Kir.  Speaker,  for  a  number  of  days  I 
have  had  a  question  that  I  wished  to  ask  of  the  Minister  of  Justice  (Mr.  LaPointe) 
but  I  have  just  learned  with  regret  that  he  is  not  likely  to  be  in  the  house  for  some 
time.  Consequently  I  would  ask  my  question  of  the  government  in  the  hope  that 
an  answer  may  be  given,  if  not  now,  at  some  later  time. 

My  question  is  this:  Can  the  government  give  the  house  precise  information  why 
the  organizations  known  as  Technocracy  Incorporated  and  Jehovah 's  Witnesses 
have  been  declared  illegal?  Since  the  banning  of  these  organizations  I  have 
received  many  letters  and  communications  from  people  who  are  puzzled  as  to  why 
the  activities  of  these  organizations  were  considered  illegal. 

Some  hon.  MEMBERS:  Order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member  has  now  asked  his  question  and— 

Mr.  MacINNIS:  I  shall  finish  in  a  very  few  words,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Some  honorable  MEMBERS:  Sit  down. 

Mr.  MacINNIS:  I  am  asking  a  simple  question  of  the  government,  as  I  have  a 
right  to  do  without  all  this  furore  being  raised  on  the  other  side  of  the  house.  I  do 
not  i4se  many  words  in  asking  questions,  and  I  object  to  this  curtailment  of  the 
liberty  of  members  of  parliament  in  asking  questions  of  the  government. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  As  I  understood  it,  the  hon.  gentleman  had  already  given  the  gist 
of  his  question,  and  I  think  that  the  minister  who  makes  reply  knows  exactly  what 
is  required  in  the  way  of  an  answer.  I  would  again  being  to  the  attention  of  the 
house — 

Mr.  MacINNIS:  Mr.  Speaker,  my  question  consists  of  six  lines.  Surely  I  should 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Yesterday  I  had  to  draw  to  the  attention  of  the  house  the  fact  that 
hon.  members  in  asking  questions  of  the  government  on  the  orders  of  the  day 
should  bring  in  nothing  extraneous,  that  the  minister  should  simply  know  what  the 
question  was  about.  The  hon.  member  has  now  made  his  statem.ent  and  I  think  an 
answer  could  be  given. 

Right  Hon.  W.  L.  MACKENZIE  KING  (Prime  Minister): 
Mr.  Speaker,  my  hon.  friend  had  sent  notice  of  his  question  to  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  and  the  minister  had  a  reply  which  he  was  prepared  to  make  had  be  been 
in  the  house.  In  his  absence  I  will  read  his  reply: 

"It  is  not  the  policy  to  disclose  confidential  information  upon  which  a  recom- 
mendation under  the  defence  of  Canada  regulations  is  made  by  the  minister. 
However,  the  literature  of  Technocracy  Incorporated  discloses,  in  effect,  that  one 
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o/'/?^  objects  is  to  overthrow  the  government  and  constitution  of  this  country  by 
the  use  of  force.  The  literature  of  Jehovah 's  Witnesses  discloses,  in  effect,  that 
man-made  authority  or  law  should  not  be  recognized  if  it  conflicts  with  the 
Jehovah 's  Witnesses 's  interpretation  of  the  Bible;  that  they  refuse  to  salute  the 
flag  of  any  nation  or  to  hail  any  man;  and,  that  they  oppose  war. 

"The  general  effect  of  this  literature  is,  amongst  other  things,  to  undermine  the 
ordinary  responsibilities  of  citizens,  particularly  in  time  of  war.  " 


March  3. 1941 

COMMONS 

Defence  of  Canada — Special  Committee. 


(p.  11 89 -excerpts) 


Mr.  DOUGLAS  (Weyburn) 

The  Minister  of  Justice  says  we  are  fighting  for  the  freedom  of  the  individual. 

We  are;  but  most  certainly  we  have  no  right  to  ask  individuals  in  Canada  to  give 
up  those  liberties  which  have  come  down  to  them  through  the  centuries,  some  of 
which  most  certainly  are  being  infringed  upon  at  the  present  time  under  the 
administration  of  these  regulations 

yet  that  is  what  we  have  done, //  has  been  done  to  an  organization  known 

as  Technocracy  Incorporated,  having  in  its  membership  thousands  of  people  with 
whose  views  most  of  us  do  not  agree.  No  reason  has,  however,  been  given  why 
that  organization  should  be  declared  an  illegal  one. 

Mr.  MARTIN:  Incipient  fascists. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  (Weyburn): 

The  hon.  member  says  they  were  incipient  fascists.  Perhaps  they  were.  But  has 
that  ever  been  proven  in  any  court  of  law?  Has  any  evidence  been  presented? 
Was  that  organization  permitted  to  go  into  a  court  of  law  and  present  its  case? 
Has  any  evidence  been  presented  before  the  Canadian  people?  Certainly  not. 

p.  1199- excerpts 

Mr.  CRUICKSHANK: 

/  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  technocrats.  That  is  an  organi- 
zation defended  by  the  hon.  member  for  Weyburn. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS:  No,  no. 

Mr.  CRUICKSHANK:  Pardon  me;  the  hon.  member  had  his  time,  and  I  shall 
have  mine. 


Mr.  BRADETTE:  And  he  had  plenty  of  time  too. 
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Mr.  DOUGLAS  (Weyburn):  I  refuse  to  have  words  put  in  my  mouth.  I  merely  said 
this  was  an  organization  which  had  been  banned,  without  having  been  given  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  defence  on  its  own  behalf 

Mr.  CRUICKSHANK:  I  am  glad  to  be  charged  with  putting  words  in  my  hon. 
friend 's  mouth.  I  would  rather  have  words  put  in  my  mouth,  even  by  a  member  of 
my  hon.  friend 's  group,  than  have  them  put  in  my  mouth  by  Mr.  Howard  Scott  of 
New  York.   That  gentleman  attempted  to  tell  the  Prime  Minister  (Mr.  Mackenzie 
King)  how  to  run  Canada,  what  we  should  do  in  connection  with  the  war.   Then 
my  hon.  friend  wonders  why  they  are  barred.  I  remember  hearing  the  Minister  of 
National  Defence  for  Air  (Mr.  Power)  refer  to  a  member  last  year  and  saying  that 
if  he  were  the  Minister  of  Justice,  the  member  would  be  interned.  That  is  just 
what  I  should  like  to  do  with  Howard  Scott  and  with  anyone  who  is  a  supporter  of 
Howard  Scott. 


So  much  for  the  proceedings  as  recorded  in  the  Official  Report  of  Debates  of  the 
Houseof  Commons,  Dominion  of  Canada,  1940,  1941. 

I  was  an  officer  (Governor  of  Education)  of  Section  5  of  Technocracy  Inc.  in  the 
City  of  Winnipeg  at  the  time  of  these  debates.  To  me,  the  charges  against  the  organi- 
zation are  a  total  fabrication.  Most  of  our  members  were  young  men,  some  unemployed. 
Several  had  already  enlisted  in  the  Militia  or  the  Army.  Eventually  almost  all  did;  not  all 
returned.  We  were  astonished  when  the  RCMP  padlocked  our  Section  premises  and 
took  everything,  records,  furniture,  everything.  No  charges  were  made. 

Although  the  ban  was  lifted  unconditionally  in  1943  the  organization  had  largely 
disbanded  in  Canada.  No  restitution  of  assets  has  been  sought  nor  offered.  No  legal 
redress  has  been  undertaken.  To  date  the  grotesque  attributes  used  against  the  organiza- 
tion by  some  -  including  Prime  Minister  Mackenzie  King  and  his  Minister  of  Justice, 
Ernest  Lapointe  -  are  still  on  the  record.  Justice  has  not  been  done. 

The  United  States  officially  entered  World  War  II  as  a  combatant  in  December  of 
1941,  making  common  cause  with  Canada,  Great  Britain  and  the  other  Allies.  Speaking 
for  Technocracy,  Howard  Scott  said:  "It  is  opposed  to  Nazism,  Communism,  and 
Fascism  and  all  European  and  Asiatic  invasions,  either  military  or  philosophic.  It  stands 
for  100%  conscription  of  the  manpower,  raw  materials  and  equipment  of  the  continent 
and  for  continental  defense."  So  the  organization  continued  in  the  US  throughout  the 
war,  and  enjoyed  some  renewal  after  the  war.  But  the  ensuing  half  century  of  prosperity 
and  rapid  growth  sidetracked  Technocracy  until  by  the  new  millennium  just  a  core  of 
members  and  a  central  office  remained  to  face  the  new  challenge  of  peak  oil  and  failing 
economies.  Its  work  is  not  done,  its  role  is  not  finished.  It  can  be  a  new  begirming! 


7  March  2004 


Walter  Fryers.  (Research  by  Gordon  Drever). 
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TECHNOCRACY'S  ACCOUNTANTS 

Energy  will  provide  the  means  of  measurement  and  control  in  a  Technocracy,  in  lieu  of 
the  'money'  of  the  Price  System.  It  is  necessary  now  to  examine  how  it  will  be  used  in  a 
'business'  type  enterprise,  to  provide  a  product  or  a  service. 

Energy  is  a  common  'cost'  in  every  detail  of  an  economic  activity,  comparable  you  might 
suggest,  to  the  role  of  monetary  costs  in  today's  enterprise.  It  will  need  the  services  of  an 
energy  accountant  (an  engineer,  no  doubt)  to  help  monitor  and  manage  the  enterprise. 
He/she  will  tally  and  analyze  all  such  energy  costs,  seeking  maximum  efficiency  in 
achieving  designated  results.  It  will  include  such  elements  as  lunch  services,  recreational 
facilities,  educational  support,  etc.  as  well  as  the  usual  energy  'costs'  for  operation  of 
producing  equipment,  such  as  supplies,  storage,  transport,  workshop  support,  etc. 

But  the  similarities  to  Price  System  operation  are  superficial.  In  a  Technocracy  every 
citizen  has  independent  equal  income  so  that  staffing  is  not  a  'cost'.  Further,  most 
infrastructure  installations  are  part  of  the  industrial  complex,  not  enterprise  (contract) 
costed. 

And  beyond  energy  accounting  for  each  enterprise  there  will  be  industry  controllers,  area 
controllers,  and  researchers  to  ever  refine  the  use  of  energy  of  the  North  American 
continent  to  provide  the  maximum  standard  of  living  for  each  and  every  citizen. 

This  is  just  one  aspect  of  the  Technate  of  North  America.  For  a  broader  understanding  of 
the  larger  picture  it  is  necessary  to  have  in  mind  the  overall  design  of  "The 
Administration  Chart  of  the  North  American  Technate",  to  be  found  in  Lesson  21  of  The 
Technocracy  Study  Course. 


10  July  2010. 


Walter  Fryers,  Edmonton,  Canada. 
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"TECHNOCRACY"    DEFINED 

TECHNOCRACY:  1,  a  society  in  which  the  supporting  economy  uses  energy  units 


for  measurement  and  control,  in  place  of  the  monetary  yalues  of  the  Price  System; 

2.  a  membership  society  or  a  moyement  advocating  adoption  of  this  concept; 

3.  a  general  term  in  wide  use  indicating  management  by  specialized  experts  rather 
than  by  politicians  or  non-specialists. 

NOTE:  Certain  pre-conditions  must  be  present  for  a  Technocracy  of  the  first  definition 
to  be  set-up:  It  requires  a  continental  area  and  adjoining  waters  with  a  wide  range  of 
resources  and  climate;  a  highly  developed  industrial  base;  a  well  educated  population 
with  a  technically  trained  staff;  a  sustained  energy  conversion  per  capita  of  the  order  of 
200, 000  kg/cal/day.  North  America  has  all  these  requirements  NOW! 


Local  contact:  Walt  Fryers,  11515  39  Av.,  Edmonton,  AB.  T6J  0M5. 
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CRISIS     ALERT 

"Technocracy  declares  that  this  Continent  has  a  rendezvous  with  Destiny;  that  this 
Continent  must  decide  between  survival  and  chaos  within  the  next  few  years. 
Technocracy  realizes  that  this  decision  must  be  made  by  a  mass  movement  of  North 
Americans  who  are  capable  of  operating  a  technological  mechanism  of  production  and 
distribution  on  this  continent  when  the  present  Price  System  becomes  incapable  to 
operate.  Technocracy  Inc.  is  notifying  all  intelligent  and  courageous  North  Americans 
that  their  future  rests  on  what  they  do  today.  Technocracy  offers  the  specifications  and 
the  blueprints  of  Continental  physical  operations  for  the  production  of  abundance  for 
every  citizen".(1934).  Now,  2009,  the  AL4.  Price  System  is  collapsing!  It's  your  move! 
Contact:  Technocracy  Inc.,  2475  Harksell  Rd.,  Femdale,  WA.  98248 


Note:  This  is  a  proposed  design,  front  and  back,  of  a  throw-away  card  or  slip, 
(4"x  6"postcard?),  for  widest  possible  distribution.  To  be  produced  locally,  with 
a  local  contact  shown.    Walt  Fryers,  25  Jan  2009. 
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UNITS  FOR  ENERGY  MEASUREMENT 

FORCE:  (DYNE) 

Definition:  Force  required  to  move  1  gram  with  an  acceleration  of  1  centimeter  per  second. 
Example:  Equals  the  force  on  a  nickel  (5  cents)  having  a  mass  of  5  grams, 
by  gravity  alone  (weight),  =  approx.  5000  dynes. 
WORK:  (ERG) 

Definition:  Force  of  1  dyne  through  a  distance  of  1  centimeter. 
Example:  Lifting  a  pound  mass  a  height  of  1  foot  against  gravity, 
(1  foot-pound.)  =  approximately  1 3  million  ergs. 
WORK:  (JOULE) 

Definition:  one  joule  =  1  million  ergs. 

Example:  Lifting  a  pound  mass  a  height  of  I  foot  against  gravity 
(I  foot-pound.)  1=  approximately  1  and  1/3  joules. 
POWER:  (WATT) 

Definition:  (work  x  time)  I  watt  =  1  joule  per  second. 
1  kilowatt  is  1000  watts. 
1  megawatt  is  1  million  watts. 
Example:  Your  microwave  is  rated  at  between  1  and  2  kw  input. 
ENERGY  INPUT:  (WORK  DONE) 

Definition:  power  x  time  =  kilowatt-hours. 

Example:  kilowatt  hours,  as  shown  on  your  monthly  electrical  bill. 

"EROEI"  (Energy  Return  On  Energy  Input).  The  challenge  of  the  'Peak  Oil'  crisis.  Examples: 
Petroleum  -  13  to  1  advantage,  on  average.  (Was  100  to  1  sometimes.) 
Ethanol  -  varies  from  less  than  I  to  slightly  more  than  I .  (No  substitute  for  petroleum.) 
Oil  sands  -  varies,  but  less  than  3  to  1 ,  and  declining. 

(References:  Technocracy  Study  Course,  Lesson  2;  et  al.)    wf/1 0/06/06  (Version  1) 
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To: 


.Date: 


Your  attention,  please: 

"On  September  14,  (2008)  the  world  changed"  announces  a  bank  statement.  (RBC, 
Investment  Update,  Winter,  2009)  (Lehman  Brothers'  Bankruptcy).  Nominally  it  marks 
the  start  of  the  greatest  economic  collapse  since  the  Great  Depression  of  1929.  But  this 
one  is  far  more  dangerous  and  no  one  from  President  Barack  Obama  down  can  see  where 
it  will  go.  As  the  North  American  Price  System  unravels  we  face  a  terminal  collapse  of 
our  high  tech  economy.  New  ideas  are  sought  in  desperation.  Here  is  one,  not  so  new, 
for  your  urgent  attention  and  for  a  public  seeking  answers. 


"TECHNOCRACY"  DEFINED 

TECHNOCRACY;  1.  a  society  in  which  the  supporting  economy  uses  energy  units 
for  measurement  and  control,  in  place  of  the  monetary  values  of  the  Price  System; 

2.  a  membership  society  or  a  movement  advocating  adoption  of  this  concept; 

3.  a  general  term  in  wide  use  indicating  management  by  specialized  experts  rather 
than  by  elected  representatives  or  non-specialists. 

NOTE:  Certain  pre-conditions  must  be  present  for  a  Technocracy  of  the  first  definition 
to  he  set-up:  It  requires  a  continental  area  and  adjoining  waters  with  a  wide  range  of 
resources  and  climate;  a  highly  developed  industrial  base;  a  well  educated  population 
with  a  technically  trained  staff;  a  sustained  energy  conversion  per  capita  of  the  order  of 
200,000  kg/cal/day 


Local  contact:  Walt  Fryers,  115 15  39  Av.,  Edmonton,  AB.  T6J  0M5.  (780  434  4496).  (wfrvers@telus.net') 
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CRISIS     ALERT 

"Technocracy  declares  that  this  Continent  has  a  rendezvous  with  Destiny;  that  this 
Continent  must  decide  between  survival  and  chaos  within  the  next  few  years. 
Technocracy  realizes  that  this  decision  must  be  made  by  a  mass  movement  of  North 
Americans  who  are  capable  of  operating  a  technological  mechanism  of  production  and 
distribution  on  this  continent  when  the  present  Price  System  becomes  incapable  to 
operate.  Technocracy  Inc.  is  notifying  all  intelligent  and  courageous  North  Americans 
that  their  future  rests  on  what  they  do  today.  Technocracy  offers  the  specifications  and 
the  blueprints  of  Continental  physical  operations  for  the  production  of  abundance  for 
every  citizen".(1934).  Now,  2009,  the  NJL.  Price  System  is  collapsing! 


Contact:  Technocracy  Inc.,  2475  Harksell  Rd.,  Femdale,  WA.  98248.  (www.technocracyinc.org) 


From:  Walt  Fryers,  1 1515  39  Av.,  Edmonton,  AB.  (780  434  4496).  (wfrvers@telus.net). 
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USING  THE  INPUT/OUTPUT  CHART  OF  THE  U.S.  ECONOMY  (1980*S) 

The  design  of  Technocracy  as  presented  in  the  Study  Course  (1934)  and  other  literature 
includes  "A  Schematic  Administration  Chart  of  the  American  Technate"*.  Some  features 
of  it  are  described  in  Lesson  21  as  follows: 


•  "This  organization  must  embrace  every  socially  usefiil  function  performed  on  the 
North  American  Continent." 

•  "There  does  not  exist  in  this  area  any  sequence  of  fiinctions  which  is  independent 
of,  or  can  be  isolated  from,  the  remaining  functions." 

•  "The  basic  unit  of  this  organization  is  the  Functional  Sequence." 

•  "Among  the  major  Industrial  Sequences  we  have  transportation,  communication, 
agriculture,  and  the  major  industrial  units  such  as  textiles,  iron  and  steel,  etc." 

•  "Among  the  Service  Sequences  are  education,  and  public  health,  and  all  hospitals 
and  pharmaceutical  plants  as  well  as  institutions  for  defectives."  Etc. 

"Due  to  the  fact  that  no  Functional  Sequence  is  independent  of  other  Functional 
Sequences,  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  arbitrariness  in  the  boundaries  between 
adjacent  Functional  Sequences.  Consequently  it  is  not  possible  to  state  a  priori  exactly 
what  the  number  of  Functional  Sequences  will  be. . .  It  appears  likely  that  the  total 
number  actually  used  will  lie  somewhere  between  50  and  100." 

This,  in  part,  is  how  the  Study  Course  describes  in  words  the  design  of  the  economic 
administration  of  the  proposed  American  Technate.  This  arrangement  is  diagramatically 
included  in  the  "Schematic  Administration  Chart  of  the  American  Technate"*,  along  with 
other  essential  components  of  the  governance  of  a  Technate. 

It  is  instructive  now  to  elaborate  this  picture  with  reference  to  a  chart  analyzing  "The 
Input/Output  Structure  of  the  United  States  Economy  (1980)".  This  is  the  most  recent 
such  chart  available  to  us.  (There  were  previous  issues  for  the  1960's  and  the  1970's.  The 
original  such  chart  was  prepared  by  Wassily  Leontief  in  1 972,  for  which  he  received  the 
1 973  Nobel  prize  in  economics.)  There  were  many  antecedents,  no  doubt,  for  this  type  of 
analysis,  dating  back  to  the  1920's,  and  which  provided  support  for  Technocracy's  design 
for  the  administration  of  the  American  Technate.  (Indeed,  the  work  of  the  Technical 
Alliance  (from  1919)  may  have  contributed  to  just  such  analyses). 

Even  a  casual  examination  of  this  chart  will  impress  the  viewer  with  the  complexity,  the 
inter-connectedness,  of  the  'high  tech'  economy  of  the  U.S.A.  in  its  many  components.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  examine  the  interconnections  in  detail  to  comprehend  the  nature  and 
scale  of  an  operating  system  for  North  America.  Although  the  chart  shows  quantities  in 
money  terms,  there  could  be  a  rough  correspondence  in  some  cases  to  the  exchanges  in 
energy  terms.  But  that  is  not  the  intent.  Members  and  non-members  alike  find  immediate 
'real  world'  verification  for  Technocracy's  Schematic  Administration  Chart  upon 
viewing  the  Input/Output  chart  with  its  97  sectors.  (A  side-by-side  display  of  the  two 
charts  is  very  effective). 
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Now,  in  2007,  the  impact  of  Peak  Oil  (and  Global  Warming)  is  making  this  presentation 
especially  timely.  There  are  many  books,  films,  and  other  media  presentations  giving 
public  attention  to  the  catastrophic  crises  facing  our  society.  Without  exception  these 
authors  fail  to  offer  a  realistic  solution  commensurate  with  the  problem.  Many  confine 
themselves  to  variations  of  'business  as  usual',  presuming  a  continuance  of  the  status 
quo,  the  Price  System.  Others  suggest  reversion  to  individual  or  community  survival 
schemes,  even  primitive  'survival  of  the  fittest'  plans  to  go  it  alone. 

A  plan  to  provide  for  the  survival  of  over  300  million  North  Americans  is  to  be  found 
only  in  the  proposals  of  Technocracy  Inc.  for  the  North  American  Continent.  Who  will 
say  we  may  do  less?  As  the  Input/Output  Chart  demonstrates,  the  interdependencies  of 
nearly  100  'sequences'  embrace  almost  all  of  the  array.  It  becomes,  substantially,  an  'all 
or  nothing'  choice  for  the  survival  of  North  American  civilization.  Only  by  conserving 
and  controlling  all  available  energy  resources  and  administrating  such  resources  on  a 
functional  basis  as  proposed  by  Technocracy  Inc.  can  this  civilization  survive. 

*  See  Chart  attached. 


26  June  2007. 


Walter  Fryers.  Edmonton,  Alberta. 
Email:  wfiyers@telus.net 


Note:  The  Input/Output  chart  is  large  and  detailed,  65"  x  52",  with  nearly  10,000  cells  in 
the  97  sectors.  The  printed  text  and  numbers  are  in  fine  print  and  not  suitable  for  fiirther 
reduction.  It  may  be  regarded  as  costly  at  $100  per  copy,  but  not  if  it  proves  uniquely 
usefiil,  and  not  if  the  information  it  provides  had  to  be  converted  ,  somehow,  at  great 
expense,  to  other  media.  It  has  been  suggested  that  it  be  rendered  in  digital  form  and  put 
on  the  Internet.  By  my  understanding  this  would  be  impractical.  The  existing  copies  will 
serve  as  test  models,  to  provide  an  evaluation  of  the  chart.  Your  comments  will  be 
welcome.  Additional  copies  can  be  ordered. 


Additional  Note:  An  additional  tabulation  has  been  included:  "Corporations  by  Receipt- 
Size  Class  and  Industry:  2003".  This  classifies  the  more  than  5  million  corporations  in 
the  US,  based  on  tax  returns,  into  18  groups.  It  is  based  on  an  update  of  the  same  system 
of  classification  that  was  used  in  the  Input/Output  Chart,  in  this  case  the  North  American 
Industry  Classification  System,  2002  codes.    This  tabulation  summarizes  again  the 
compexity,  as  well  as  the  incredible  waste  and  inefficiency,  due  to  the  competitive  nature 
and  redundancy  of  the  North  American  Price  System.  And  as  the  energy  crunch  imposes 
a  'negative  growth'  condition  on  the  financial  structure  of  these  corporations  they  will 
become  progressively  bankrupt  and  inoperative.  Technocracy's  design  provides  the 
alternative. 
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THE  ROAD  AHEAD 

The  apprehended  crisis  to  be  caused  by  Peak  Oil  and  Peak  Gas  and  the  resulting 
decline  in  sources  of  energy  is  real  and  imminent.  It  is  well  supported  by 
knowledgeable  professionals  and  fast  accumulating  evidence.  Early  consequences  are 
showing  up  now,  in  2007,  and  will  increase  rapidly  in  the  months  and  years  ahead.* 

Energy  is  the  life-blood  of  modem  civilizations,  most  especially  high-tech  ones  such 
as  in  North  America  with  its  'price  system 'economies  predicated  on  continous  growth 
to  validate  the  debt  structure.  Declining  energy  will  terminate  grow1;h  and  the 
economic  (price  system)  structures  that  depend  on  it. 

The  consequent  crisis  is  unprecedented  and  has  the  potential  to  cause  total  collapse  of 
this  continental  civilization,  condemning  over  300  million  citizens  to  an  inevitable 
degree  of  die-off.  There  can  be  no  reversion  to  individual  or  community  survival 
schemes.  Our  total  dependence  on  our  high  tech  support  structure  would  condemn 
such  refuges  to  an  'Easter  Island'  fate,  without  the  hope  of  a  'Cargo'  rescue. 

This,  then,  is  yet  one  more  statement  of  the  problem.  It  has  been  stated  many  times 
before,  in  dozens  of  books,  in  a  multitude  of  web  sites,  and  many  a  press  item.  But 
nowhere  to  be  found  are  commensurate  measures  to  face  this  certain  catastrophe.  The 
proposals  range  from  kitchen  gardens  to  local  community  projects,  even  to  reverting 
to  local  currency  and  barter,  or  perhaps  to  some  undefined  reordering  of  society. 
Blindly,  it  seems,  we  move  helplessly  to  our  termination. 

But  America  is  awakening!  Slowly  at  first.  But  as  the  full  impact  of  Peak  Oil  is  felt  I 
am  confident  that  the  'can  do'  spirit  of  North  Americans  will  arise  to  embrace 
whatever  radical  changes  will  be  necessary  for  survival,  given  a  practical  course  of 
action  and  competent  leadership. 

The  present  confusion  arises  fi^om  lack  of  such  a  course  of  action.  It  is  not  yet 
generally  understood  and  accepted  that  the  economy  must  change  fi^om  the  present 
'fi-ee  enterprise'  and  'democratic'  model  to  one  of  command  and  central  planning 
based  on  control  of  energy  sources. . .  to  a  Technocracy.  It  may  take  extreme 
deprivation  and  even  major  loss  of  life  for  North  Americans  to  accept,  let  alone 
embrace,  such  a  radical  departure  from  the  cherished  traditions  of  today. 

As  we  try  to  prepare  for  this  epochal  change,  what  are  our  options? 


1 .    Technocracy  Inc.  can  continue  to  'educate  and  inform'  as  in  the  past.  Part  of  this 
effort  would  be  to  aggresively  try  to  enlist  universities,  colleges,  high  schools,  and 
other  institutions,  (churches?),  various  NGO's  (non-governmental  organizations, 
of  which  we  are  one)  such  as  environmental  groups.  Even  with  a  crisis 
environment  it  is  doubtful  if  this  procedure  can  be  widely  effective.  Most 
institutions  of  the  'establishment'  are  structurally  and  traditionally  very 
conservative.  However  a  touch  of  panic  engendered  by  the  encroaching  crisis  is 
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very  edifying.  And  the  all-encompassing  nature  of  this  unprecedented 
development  may  instigate  a  unified  response  as  never  before.  We  can  start  here. 

2.  We  must  present  to  govemments-in-crisis  the  'technocracy'  option  in  the  hope 
that  they  would  adopt  it  and  provide  the  leadership  required.  They  could  use  their 
many  capacities  to  condition  the  public  for  change,  leading  up  to  a  constituent 
assembly  that  would  design  and  institute  a  continental  design  of  a  fiinctional 
nature,  i.e.  a  technocracy.  This  plan  of  action  can  be  developed  and  lobbied  with 
governments  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  However  it  is  probable  that  the 
limitations  of  political  government  and  the  inherent  diversity  of  public  response 
will  limit  the  success  of  this  course  of  action  by  national  governments.  More 
likely  it  would  get  stalled  in  a  general  state  of  anarchy  and  chaos.  But  it  must  be 
tried. 

3.  The  final  resort  of  countries  in  a  state  of  collapse  lies  with  the  military.  This 
would  amount  to  martial  law  (Total  Conscription)  for  the  transition  period  while 
the  constituent  assembly  presides  over  the  transition  period  and  proceedes  with 
the  organization  of  the  new  design  of  governance. .  .the  technate.    Technocracy 
Inc.  can  try  to  establish  liaison  with  the  planning  functions  of  the  American 
military  -  elements  of  the  CIA  and  the  FBI  (?)  -  in  order  to  place  on  record  this 
ultimate  attempt  at  preparing  for  the  post-petroleum  age  and  continuance  of  the 
North  American  civilization.  It  is  possible... probable,  in  fact... that  such  plans  are 
already  in  place,  and  not  open  to  the  public.  That  might  seem  to  eliminate  this 
option  as  a  function  of  Technocracy  Inc.  But  this  possibility  should  be  queried. 

*  Currently  the  focus  is  on  Global  Warming  and  a  variety  of  political/financial 
schemes  to  simulate  action  on  reducing  'greenhouse  gases'.  The  energy  crisis  will 
supersede  this,  soon  to  become  the  dominent  concern,  in  my  understanding. 


28  April  2007. 


Walter  Fryers. 
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WHAT  IS  IT  LIKE  IN  A  REVOLUTION? 

You  should  know  by  now. .  .you  are  in  one! 

Not  all  revolutions  are  violent.  This  isn't,  for  you  and  me,  so  one  far.. 

So  what  is  this  one  about?  If  you  are  an  adult,  think  back  10  years,  to  the  euphoria  of  a 
new  century  and  a  new  milleneum.  It  didn't  last  long.  That  takes  us  to  9-1 1,  and  the  wars 
that  followed  in  Iraq  and  Afganistan,  still  on  going.  But  wars  do  not  a  revolution  make, 
necessarily.  Last  year  the  scene  was  complicated  by  a  'recession'  which  threatened 
world  chaos,  to  be  averted  by  unprecedented  bailouts,  stimulants  and  government  buy- 
outs. It  only  bought  time,  as  the  recession  is  to  be  continued  we  are  warned.  'Business  as 
usual'  is  now  phantom  'play  acting'. 

Wait!  There  is  more!  Much  more! 

Peak  Oil  is  an  historic  turning  point  after  which  production  inexoribly  declines.  That 
point  seems  to  have  been  the  year  2005.  Oil  is  the  life-blood  of  modem  industrial  society. 
The  struggle  to  adapt  to  diminishing  oil  could  be  violent.  Wars  can  end.  But  the  crisis  of 
diminishing  fossil  fuels:  Oil,  Natural  Gas,  and  Coal,  will  not  end  in  this  century. 

There  are  other  on-going  crises  that  will  continue:  global  warming,  top  soil  loss,  aquifer 
depletion,  species  extinction,  and  more. 

Yes  it  is  a  revolution.  The  greatest  one  in  Man's  history.  Now  you  know! 

Do  people  change  in  a  revolution?  Yes,  they  do,  and  they  have. 

There  is  a  new  consciencusness.  First  attention  goes  to  survival  of  self  and  family. 
Perhaps  a  return  to  the  country,  or  having  a  kitchen  garden  or  moving  to  a  safe  haven. 
Further  on  it  expands  to  community,  nation  and  continent.  A  new  respect  for  science  and 
technology  arises.  A  new  dimension  of  neighborhood,  community  and  common  welfare 
may  appear.  And  importantly,  new  leadership  will  appetir,  locally,  nationally, 
continentally.  The  revolution  will  have  arrived,  permanently.  A  new  order  takes  shape. 


Wah  Fryers.  19/10/09. 
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THE  SHAPE  OF  THINGS  TO  COME?  2008? 

Year  2007,  now  ended,  saw  a  general  recognition  of  Peak  Oil  and  Global 
Warming  as  the  foremost  world  crises,  generating  real  concern  in  the  thinking  public. 

Year  2008  could  well  see  a  step  up  of  concern  to  near  panic  level,  reaching  into 
the  consciousness  of  just  about  everyone. 

Leading  the  way  in  this  progression  is  Geat  Britain,  where  the  anticipated  energy 
crunch  is  becoming  a  real  and  present  fact  of  life.  Logically  then,  it  has  been  Britain  that 
has  come  up  with  the  most  effective  and  most  practical  response  in  the  form  of  "TEQs", 
which  would  enable  a  step-by-step  reduction  in  energy  demand,  hence  reducing  GHGs 
(Greenhouse  Gases)  and  at  the  same  time  reducing  dependence  on  ever  decreasing  energy 
resources. 

"TEQ"  is  the  acronym  for  'Tradable  Energy  Quotas'.  In  this  scheme,  an  equal 
share  of  the  national  budget  of  energy,  available  to  provide  consumables,  would  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  each  citizen.  An  equivalent  asssignment  of  energy  units  would 
accrue  to  the  production  activities  of  industry,  keeping  the  two  functions  (production  vs. 
consumption)  in  balance.  Each  year  the  total  available  energy  units  would  be  decreased 
to  conserve  energy  and  reduce  GHGs,  and  to  accommodate  decreasing  supplies  of  fossil 
fuels. 


The  'tradable'  feature  of  the  TEQ  allows  minimal  users  of  energy  to  sell  their 
surplus  units  to  more  profligate  users,  resulting  in  a  gradual  transfer  of  wealth  from  the 
richer  to  the  poorer  users,  a  reversal  of  present  trends.  The  more  complex  details  of  this 
proposal  are  available  at  www.teqs.net,  and  as  a  pamphlet  print-out. 

Moves  to  embrace  this  plan  by  government  policy  in  the  UK  have  been  taken 
already.  The  website  reports:  "The  Draft  Climate  Change  Bill  currently  progressing 
through  Parliament  would  grant  powers  allowing  the  Government  to  introduce  TEQs  at  a 
later  date  without  further  primary  legislation,  but  as  yet  there  has  been  no  official 
indication  of  when  such  an  introduction  might  take  place.  Clearly  public  opinion  and 
many  political  factors  will  influence  such  a  decision..." 

It  would  take  just  one  or  two  serious  shocks  in  the  oil  supply  to  instigate  this 
program  in  the  UK.  Such  a  circumstance  could  happen  at  any  time,  and  seems  a 
probability  in  the  near  future. 

America  faces  the  same  crises  and  the  same  urgent  need  to  control  the  efficient 
use  of  energy,  but  the  timing  could  be  different,  most  probably  later,  unless  coordinated 
in  application. 
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Consider  the  implications  of  this  eventuality.  It  would  certainly  be  the  end  of 
'business  as  usual'.  It  would  be  the  beginning  of  'fiat'  government,  comprised  of  all  the 
vital  elements  of  a  modem  society  to  ensure  survival.  The  overriding  necessity  of 
'energy  efficiency'  and  of  elimination  of  waste  would  quickly  lead  to  the  Technocratic 
model  of  functional  governance.  In  effect  it  would  be  a  'Technocracy'  in  the  making. 
Some  form  of  a  constituent  assembly  would  soon  be  needed  to  formally  set  up  the 
equivalent  of  a  'Technate'. 

The  option  of  total  collapse  is  still  a  possibility  if  the  general  public  is  unable  to 
accept  and  adapt  to  such  radical  change.  It  will  take  a  campaign  of  education  prior  to 
collapse  to  enable  a  modem  society  to  face  the  change.  A  plan  with  'TEQs',  or  its 
equivalent,  must  be  embraced  and  disseminated  by  all  agencies,  including  Technocracy 
Inc.,  to  achieve  this  result.  This  may  take  some  time,  time  in  which  lives  may  be  lost. 
But  the  challenge  can  surely  be  met  sooner  or  later  by  an  aroused  citizenry.  Failure  and  a 
consequent  great  die-off  is  unthinkable. 

Walt  Fryers.  (03/01/2008) 
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THE  EDMONTON  EXPERFMENT 

Several  fortuitous  circumstances,  acting  together,  gave  rise  to  a  new  but  small 
Technocracy  centre  in  Edmonton.  They  were: 

1 .  Several  long  time  members:  Walter  Fryers,  BSc,  (member  from  1936),  John 
Gregory,  MSc  in  Chemical  Engineering,  (from  1936);  Ross  Deacon  (from  1936); 
Howard  Rennick  MSc,  (from  1972);  Robert  Taylor  (from  1960);  Richard  Woodward 
BFA,BED,  (from  1978). 

2.  The  records,  furnishings  and  supplies  from  a  previous  office  at  the  University 
of  Alberta  (FTUB  Mall),  (1977  to  1983  ).  All  this  had  been  stored  at  Fryers'  home. 

3.  Discovery  of  suitable  accommodation  in  downtown  Edmonton  at  a  reasonable 
rental  ($67.67/mo.),  all  utilities  except  telephone  included.  The  office  is  10  x  13  ft. 
Meeting  rooms  for  30  to  60  persons  can  be  booked  by  renters  at  no  charge  on  a  first  come 
basis.  At  least  one  of  the  four  is  usually  available. 

4.  Financial  resources  to  handle  initial  expenses  such  as  rent.  (But  still  no 
telephone  or  InterNet  hookup.) 

5.  An  existing  schedule  of  regular  meetings  of  the  core  group.  For  several 
years  6  to  8  members  had  been  meeting  for  Tuesday  lunch  at  the  Strathcona  Legion. 

6.  Extensive  archives  of  Technocracy  literature  and  records  had  been  established 
some  years  previously  at  the  BARD  (Book  and  Record  Despository)  of  the  University 
of  Alberta. 


There  are  other  favorable  aspects  too.  The  rented  premises  are  on  the  6th  floor 
(top  floor)  of  Edmonton's  main  downtown  library,  with  its  incomparable  resources  for 
research  and  reference.  (There  are  some  40+  computer  stations  available  free  to  library 
members,  some  for  research  only).  All  the  main  transit  routes  converge  at  or  near  the 
library.  The  LRT  (the  underground  light  rail  transit)  is  across  the  street.  And  there  is  a 
handy  coffee  shop  for  light  lunches  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  library,  not  to  mention 
the  variety  of  restaurants  and  shopping  facilities  nearby. 

And  then  there  is  Bill  DesJardins,  a  28  year-old  recent  member.  I  would  call 
Bill  a  natural-bom  Technocrat.  He  had  the  basic  mental  reflexes  of  a  Technocrat  before 
he  heard  the  word.  If  all  else  disappeared  here,  he  would  remain,  undeterred.  And  he 
happens  to  be  a  whiz  at  computers  too,  working  from  his  home.  He  has  been  appointed 
recently  as  web-master  for  the  official  Technocracy  website  (www.technocracyinc.org) 
and  he  has  his  own  creation  (www.technocracy.ca).  His  talents  have  produced  business 
cards,  banners,  posters,  contact  cards,  etc.  plus  listings  of  meetings  on  suitable  websites 
on  the  InterNet  and  content  for  his  website,etc. 
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All  this  seems  encouraging  and  hopeful,  but  it  is  still  something  of  an  experiment 
for  several  reasons.  Take  note  of  the  following 


1.  Several  stalwarts  are  in  the  70  to  80  year  range. 

2.  There  is  a  continuing  shortage  of  members  and  manhours  to  staff  the 

office  and  to  carry  out  the  complex  functions  of  a  Section  or  a 
Group. 

3.  The  generation  gap  -  there  is  a  shortage  of  young  people,  without 

which  there  can  be  no  future. 

4.  The  office  is  not  visible  to  the  general  public,  although  notices  of 

meetings  are  posted  on  activity  boards  throughout  the  library 
andon  a  couple  of  InterNet  websites. 

5.  Public  response  seems  lacking  still  although  there  may  be  increasing 

signs  of  stress  and  dissatisfaction  evident  generally.  It  is  still 
person-to-person  contact  that  seems  to  be  necessary  to  find 
the  one-in-a-thousand  individual  who  will  respond.  So  growth  is 
exceedingly  slow 

Our  membership  stands  at  less  than  20,  and  less  than  half  of  these  are 
members  who  have  gone  through  the  'study  course'.  We  are  gradually  assembliing 
presentation  materials  and  finding  presenters.  Some  contact  items  have  been  designed 
and  printed.  We  have  an  acting  Treasurer  (Howard  Rennick)(co-signer  John  Gregory); 
an  acting  Secretary  (Thelma  Brayne)  and  an  acting  Chairman  (Walt  Fryers).  We  have 
manned  a  'Technocracy  table'  at  several  public  functions  (esp.with  Parkland  Institute  at 
U.ofA.).. 

Our  schedule  of  meetings  at  present  is:  Tuesday  luncheon  date  at  1 1:30  at  a  local 
restaurant  with  follow-up  meeting  at  the  library  1  pm  to  3  pm;  Thursday  work-session  at 
the  library,  2  to  4  pm;  Sunday  public  meeting  at  the  library,  1 :30  to  3  pm.  Of  course 
members  and  the  public  are  welcome  any  time  the  office  may  be  open. 

So  the  experiment  continues.  It  is  a  start. 
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NOTICE 


FOREWARNING:  To  members  of  Technocracy  and  contacts 

In  the  months  immediately  ahead  there  will  be  a  rude  awakening  for  the  general  public 
that  we  face  an  incredible  challenge  to  our  standard  of  living,  in  fact  to  our  civilization 
and  our  very  survival.  PEAK  OIL  is  upon  us,  and  the  consequent  decline  in  supplies  of 
petroleum  and  natural  gas  will  mojdld  our  fate.  Retreat  is  far  more  difficult  than  advance 
in  peace  as  well  as  in  war.  No  manipulation  of  money  or  politics  can  save  us.  At  best  we 
can  adapt,  adapt,  adapt. 

The  role  petroleum  plays  in  our  standard  of  living  is  hard  to  appreciate.  It  is  omnipresent. 
It  fuels  our  cars,  our  trains,  our  buses,  our  ships,  our  aircraft  -  all  forms  of  transportation. 
It  powers  the  machines  that  do  our  farming  and  make  our  manufactures.  It  contributes  to 
the  production  of  the  electricity  that  lights  our  cities  and  homes.  It  supplies  the  raw 
material  for  chemicals,  including  drugs  and  health  products,  fibres  in  clothing,  plastics  of 
all  kinds,even  the  asphalt  on  our  roads.  Along  with  natural  gas  it  supplies  most  of  the 
energy  for  manufacturing,  heating  and  air  conditioning.  It  is  the  source  of  most 
fertilizers,  herbicides,  insecticides.  It  is  basic  to  food  production,  processing, 
distributing.  The  list  goes  on! 

How  did  we  arrive  at  this  point?  And  is  it  real? 

The  petroleum  business  is  a  complex  one.  There  are  several  dozen  oil  fields  world-wide, 
great  and  small,  and  a  number  of  private  and  national  enterprises  exploiting  them.  Much 
of  the  data  on  the  resource  and  the  technology  involved  is  treated  as  confidential,  even 
secret.  So  reliable  information  is  sometimes  hard  to  come  by.  Nevertheless  the  picture 
has  been  developed  to  the  point  that  there  is  a  broad  consensus  on  major  trends. 

It  has  long  been  recognized  that  petroleum,  being  a  finite  resource,  would  run  out 
sometime.  To  get  a  measure  of  its  future  and  put  a  date  on  it  has  been  difficult.  An  early 
pioneer  in  forecasting  the  life  expectancy  of  the  resource  was  M.  King  Hubbert*,  a 
geophysicist.  As  early  as  1956  he  calculated  that  U.S.  oil  production  would  peak  in  the 
early  1970s.  It  was  contested  and  denied,  but  it  did  indeed  peak  in  1970.  He  made  a 
fiirther  calculation  in  1982  that  world  production  would  peak  in  2001  to  2004.  Again  it 
was  contradicted  or  ignored.  Now  in  2003  the  evidence  is  accumulating  that  the  peak  is 
here.  Many  authorities  now  support  this  reality  with  books  and  papers  with  scientific 
analyses  and  abundant  data.  It  appears  that  the  George  W.  Bush  administration  in  the 
U.S  is  aware  of  the  situation  and  is  carrying  out  policies  to  secure  the  declining  resource, 
including  war.  Yes,  it  is  real! 

The  response  to  this  reality  has  varied  fi-om  apocalyptic  forecasts  of  massive  'die-off  to 
simply  ignoring  the  problem.  Whatever  our  fate,  it  is  time  to  face  the  problem, 
individually  and  collectively.  You  can  help,  and  be  helped.  Time  is  of  the  essence! 


M..  King  Hubbert  was  a  founding  member  of  Technocracy  Inc.  in  1933. 
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NOTICE 

FOREWARNING;  To  members  of  Technocracy  and  contacts 

In  the  months  immediately  ahead  there  will  be  a  rude  awakening  for  the  general  public 
that  we  face  an  incredible  challenge  to  our  standard  of  living,  in  fact  to  our  civilization 
and  our  very  survival.  PEAK  OIL  is  upon  us,  and  the  consequent  decline  in  supplies  of 
petroleum  and  natural  gas  will  mold  our  fate.  Retreat  is  far  more  difficult  than  advance 
in  peace  as  well  as  in  war.  No  manipulation  of  money  or  politics  can  save  us.  At  best  we 
can  adapt,  adapt,  adapt. 

The  role  petroleum  plays  in  our  standard  of  living  is  hard  to  appreciate.  It  is  omnipresent. 
It  fuels  our  cars,  our  trains,  our  buses,  our  ships,  our  aircraft  -  all  forms  of  transportation. 
It  powers  the  machines  that  do  our  farming  and  make  our  manufactures.  It  contributes  to 
the  production  of  the  electricity  that  lights  our  cities  and  homes.  It  supplies  the  raw 
material  for  chemicals,  including  drugs  and  health  products,  fibres  in  clothing,  plastics  of 
all  kinds,even  the  asphalt  on  our  roads.  Along  with  natural  gas  it  supplies  most  of  the 
energy  for  manufacturing,  heating  and  air  conditioning.  It  is  the  source  of  most 
fertilizers,  herbicides,  insecticides.  It  is  basic  to  food  production,  processing, 
distributing.  The  list  goes  on! 

How  did  we  arrive  at  this  point?  And  is  it  real? 

The  petroleum  business  is  a  complex  one.  There  are  several  dozen  oil  fields  world-wide, 
great  and  small,  and  a  number  of  private  and  national  enterprises  exploiting  them.  Much 
of  the  data  on  the  resource  and  the  technology  involved  is  treated  as  confidential,  even 
secret.  So  reliable  information  is  sometimes  hard  to  come  by.  Nevertheless  the  picture 
has  been  developed  to  the  point  that  there  is  a  broad  consensus  on  major  trends. 

It  has  long  been  recognized  that  petroleum,  being  a  finite  resource,  would  run  out 
sometime.  To  get  a  measure  of  its  future  and  put  a  date  on  it  has  been  difficult.  An  early 
pioneer  in  forecasting  the  life  expectancy  of  the  resource  was  M.  King  Hubbert*,  a 
geophysicist.  As  early  as  1956  he  calculated  that  U.S.  oil  production  would  peak  in  the 
early  1970s.  It  was  contested  and  denied,  but  it  did  indeed  peak  in  1970.  He  made  a 
further  calculation  in  1982  that  world  production  would  peak  in  2001  to  2004.  Again  it 
was  contradicted  or  ignored.  Now  in  2003  the  evidence  is  accumulating  that  the  peak  is 
here.  Many  authorities  now  support  this  reality  with  books  and  papers  with  scientific 
analyses  and  abundant  data.  It  appears  that  the  George  W.  Bush  administration  in  the 
US  is  aware  of  the  situation  and  is  carrying  out  policies  to  secure  the  declining  resource, 
including  war.  Yes,  it  is  real! 

The  response  to  this  reality  has  varied  from  apocalyptic  forecasts  of  massive  'die-off  to 
simply  ignoring  the  problem.  Whatever  our  fate,  it  is  time  to  face  the  problem, 
individually  and  collectively.  You  can  help,  and  be  helped.  Time  is  of  the  essence! 


M..  King  Hubbert  was  a  founding  member  of  Technocracy  Inc.  in  1933. 
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NOTICE 


FOREWARNING:  To  members  of  Technocracy  and  contacts 

In  the  months  immediately  ahead  there  will  be  a  rude  awakening  for  the  general  public 
that  we  face  an  incredible  challenge  to  our  standard  of  living,  in  fact  to  our  civilization 
and  our  very  survival.  PEAK  OIL  is  upon  us,  and  the  consequent  decline  in  supplies  of 
petroleum  and  natural  gas  will  mojflld  our  fate.  Retreat  is  far  more  difficult  than  advance 
in  peace  as  well  as  in  war.  No  manipulation  of  money  or  politics  can  save  us.  At  best  we 
can  adapt,  adapt,  adapt. 

The  role  petroleum  plays  in  our  standard  of  living  is  hard  to  appreciate.  It  is  omnipresent. 
It  fuels  our  cars,  our  trains,  our  buses,  our  ships,  our  aircraft  -  all  forms  of  transportation. 
It  powers  the  machines  that  do  our  farming  and  make  our  manufactures.  It  contributes  to 
the  production  of  the  electricity  that  lights  our  cities  and  homes.  It  supplies  the  raw 
material  for  chemicals,  including  drugs  and  health  products,  fibres  in  clothing,  plastics  of 
all  kinds,even  the  asphalt  on  our  roads.  Along  with  natural  gas  it  supplies  most  of  the 
energy  for  manufacturing,  heating  and  air  conditioning.  It  is  the  source  of  most 
fertilizers,  herbicides,  insecticides.  It  is  basic  to  food  production,  processing, 
distributing.  The  list  goes  on! 

How  did  we  arrive  at  this  point?  And  is  it  real? 

The  petroleum  business  is  a  complex  one.  There  are  several  dozen  oil  fields  world-wide, 
great  and  small,  and  a  number  of  private  and  national  enterprises  exploiting  them.  Much 
of  the  data  on  the  resource  and  the  technology  involved  is  treated  as  confidential,  even 
secret.  So  reliable  information  is  sometimes  hard  to  come  by.  Nevertheless  the  picture 
has  been  developed  to  the  point  that  there  is  a  broad  consensus  on  major  trends. 

It  has  long  been  recognized  that  petroleum,  being  a  finite  resource,  would  run  out 
sometime.  To  get  a  measure  of  its  fiiture  and  put  a  date  on  it  has  been  difficult.  An  early 
pioneer  in  forecasting  the  life  expectancy  of  the  resource  was  M.  King  Hubbert*,  a 
geophysicist.  As  early  as  1956  he  calculated  that  U.S.  oil  production  would  peak  in  the 
early  1970s.  It  was  contested  and  denied,  but  it  did  indeed  peak  in  1970.  He  made  a 
further  calculation  in  1982  that  world  production  would  peak  in  2001  to  2004.  Again  it 
was  contradicted  or  ignored.  Now  in  2003  the  evidence  is  accumulating  that  the  peak  is 
here.  Many  authorities  now  support  this  reality  with  books  and  papers  with  scientific 
analyses  and  abundant  data.  It  appears  that  the  George  W.  Bush  administration  in  the 
U.S  is  aware  of  the  situation  and  is  carrying  out  policies  to  secure  the  declining  resource, 
including  war.  Yes,  it  is  real! 

The  response  to  this  reality  has  varied  from  apocalyptic  forecasts  of  massive  'die-off  to 
simply  ignoring  the  problem.  Whatever  our  fate,  it  is  time  to  face  the  problem, 
individually  and  collectively.  You  can  help,  and  be  helped.  Time  is  of  the  essence! 


M..  King  Hubbert  was  a  founding  member  of  Technocracy  Inc.  in  1933. 
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COMMENTS 
ON 


"THORSTEIN  VEBLEN, 
THE  SPOILER." 
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Walt, 


f 
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Thanks  for  your  email  outlining  Thorstein  Veblen  as  the  spoiler  in  regards  to  Technocracy.  It  is 
too  bad  that  Scott  was  not  able  to  cement  the  concept  of  Technocracy  as  a  working  alternative  to 
the  price  system  when  he  was  associated  with  the  Technical  Alliance,  the  precursor  to 
Technocracy.  One  quote  attributed  to  him  is: 

How  this  transformation  from  dollar  economy  to  energy  economy  is  to  come  about,  Howard  Scott 
never  explains.  Says  he  at  times:  "Technocracy  proposes  no  solution."  (quoted  from  time.com). 

"  (An  Authentic  American  Radical,  William  Sheridan) 

Furthermore,  contrary  to  Scott's  ideological  claims,  radical  change  is  seldom  achievable  and 
rarely  acceptable,  so  partial  improvement  is  usually  the  only  feasible  choice.  We  can  deconstruct 
Scott's  blueprint,  and  evaluate  each  of  its  components  according  to  its  merits.  We  can  then 
pragmatically  choose  those  elements  that  do  provide  real  value-added  to  our  quality  of  life.  In 
human  culture,  the  flow  of  energy  can  be  controlled  by  the  use  of  information.  Therefore, 
technological  progression  does  not  impose  a  pre-determined  future.  McLuhan  summed  it  up  this 
way.  "There  is  no  inevitability  where  there  is  a  willingness  to  pay  attention."  Through  his  example, 
Howard  Scott  encouraged  us  all  to  be  "systems  thinkers"  and  "life  long  learners",  but  these  very 
qualities  now  reveal  that  the  Technate  is  an  idea  whose  time  has  come  and  gone.  As  Howard 
Scott  himself  observed,  "History  is  indeed  ironical!" 


We  will  see  this  year  whether  the  price  system  still  has  an  extended  life,  as  Bernake  and  others 
have  not  removed  it  form  life  support. 

Winston   ^>K,<^^^'V 


Winston:  Thanks  for  your  comments. 
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You  include  a  quote  from  one  William  Sheridan.    I  have  kept  a  file  on  him.  He  apparently  visited 
Howard  Scott  quite  often  and  uses  that  experience  to  speak  with  authority  on  his  own 
interpretation  of  Scott  and  Technocracy.  I  understand  he  was  a  member  at  one  time.  It  puzzles 
me  how  he  could  come  up  with  his  ideas  and  conclusions  that  are  so  at  variance  with  the  subject 
of  Technocracy. 

McLuhan  is  also  mentioned.  He  was  originally  from  Winnipeg.  My  friend  Ron  Morgan,  a  charter 
member  of  Section  1  in  Winnipeg  in  the  1930's,  knew  McLuhan  as  a  neighbour.  They  discussed 
Technocracy,  but  McLuhan  had  other  ideas  and  went  on  to  a  career  as  an  English  teacher 
(including  re  advertising)  at  the  U  of  Toronto  I  believe.  He  is  quite  famous  for  his  edict:  "The 
medium  is  the  message". 


I  email  some  of  my  output  to  non-members,  including  family,  to  let  them  know  what  I  am  up  to. 
No  feed-back,  usually,  except  for  yours.  Walt. 
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Helen  Diemert.  13  Jan  0. 

What  a  great  contribution  you  are  making  here,  Walter.  I'll  help  promote  this  article  as 
best  I  can.  Have  you  thought  of  contributing  to  or  through  various  websites  on  line,  such 
as  to  Wikipedia,  search  engines,  government  offices,  etc?  How  to  get  the  widest 
exposure  is  something  I  haven't  thought  of  much  lately.  Many  thanks.  Helen 


Walt  -     a^c^  >  Cj^^  /C^         I  Z^^L^    0  f . 

This  great.  I  am  going  to  send  it  along  with  other  material  via  regular  post  as  well  as  to 
forward  it  via  email. 


George 
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Helen,  Walter,  et  al. 

I  think  Walter's  work  is  very  important.  He  has  been  the  most  influential  Technocrat  for  my  own 
interests  and  pursuits. 

The  world  is  terrified  of  having  to  think,  adapt,  re-evaluate,  and  part  with  their  current  (and  to  this 
point)  "investment".  Many  investments  (if  not  all)  made  with  the  goal  of  monetary  accumulation 
run  counter  to  the  understanding  of  ENERGY  that  we  have  struggled  to  impart  upon  our  friends, 
family,  colleagues,  and  associates.  Some  of  my  best,  most  trusted,  and  intellectually  valuable 
friends  simply  cannot  understand  the  concept  of  energy  accounting.  They  go  blank.  There's 
something  deeper  and  perhaps  more  psychological  going  on.  Yes,  the  below  points  do  contribute 
to  this  general  lack  of  understanding  and  unwarranted  aggression  to  the  solution  that 
Technocracy  offers  to  the  survival  of  our  planet  and  the  human  species. 

I  will  be  delivering  a  talk  on  Peak  Oil  at  the  Knowledgeable  Aboriginal  Youth  Association  in 
Vancouver  on  Friday,  January  23^*^,  2009.  I  will  introduce  Walter's  material  to  that  group  with  his 
approval. 

As  a  cross-examination,  I  suggest  that  the  obscurity  of  Technocracy  is  very  similar  to  the 
obscurity  of  anarchy  and  anarchistic  thinking.  (A  Ph.D.  defence  was  delivered  yesterday  at  Simon 
Fraser  University  regarding  the  resemblance  of  anarchistic  methodology  amongst  pre-contact 
Coast  Salish  peoples.)  There  are  similar  examples  of  important  concepts  that  have  been 
overlooked  for  flawed  concepts  that  have  shaped  our  currently  unsustainable  society  and 
WORLD. 


I  am  currently  working  on  a  paper  titled,  Power's  Exclusionary  Power  with  Dr.  Sam  Kounosu  -  an 
80  year  old  Japanese  physicist.  You  will  all  receive  that  paper  once  it  is  in  its  first  draft  format.  I 
too  would  appreciate  any  feedback. 

Attached  here  is  what  we  here  in  Vancouver  are  calling  the  "Peak  Oil  Action  List".  It  was 
developed  by  Jon  Cooksey,  myself,  and  a  few  of  my  friends.  It's  really  in  its  infant  stages  and  it 
was  simply  compiled  originally  as  a  kind  of  guiding  list.  We  are  attempting  to  develop  a  clear  map 
to  deal  with  a  few  of  the  problems  while  realizing  that  we  cannot  possibly  extricate  ourselves  from 
the  Price  System  /  Status  Quo  /  Capitalist  Fractional  Banking  system.  Please  feel  free  to  add 
information  as  you  see  fit. 

Regards,  Brennan  WAUTERS  (currently  in  Vancouver),  604-727-4694 
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is,  fortunately,  available.  It  uses  the  very  energy  that  keeps  the  wheels  turning.  Although 
the  supply  of  energy  will  be  diminished  as  the  supply  of  fossil  fuels  run  down,  the 
available  energy  will  be  carefully  budgeted  to  support  the  essential  functions  of  society. 

The  relentless  pressure  of  declining  energy  resources  will  have  forced  the  consolidation 
of  essential  industrial  and  service  functions  into  the  most  efficient  operating  structure 
as  described  above.  The  inevitable  consequence  will  be  mass  unemployment  and  the 
failure  of  any  price  and  wage  system  of  distributing  purchasing  power.  An  alternative 
method  of  providing  purchasing  power  to  all  citizens  is  required. 

The  energy  measurements  that  can  provide  measurement  and  control  of  production 
can  also  provide  measurement  and  control  of  purchasing  power  to  the  individual. 
Of  necessity  (and  for  the  first  time  in  history)  that  purchasing  power  must  be  allocated 
equally  to  all  adult  citizens  -  for  the  survival  of  the  greatest  number,  employed  or  not. 

This  design  is  not  new.  It  has  been  presented  in  the  literature  of  Technocracy  Inc. 
since  1 933,  as  the  required  design  for  a  high  energy  society  such  as  we  have  built 
in  North  America.  Now  it  is  necessary  for  survival  of  the  greatest  number. 

The  energy  crisis  is  real  and  inevitable.  Delay  in  facing  this  apocalyptic  change  can 
cost  lives  and  the  well-being  of  all.  Your  participation  counts!  Join  with  us! 


28/06/04 


Walter  Fryers 


EXPRESSION  OF  INTEREST  CARD 


I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  TECHNOCRACY'S  PROGRAM  IN  RESPONSE  TO 

TEAK   OIL'. 


•     PLEASE  SEND  ME  LITERATURE  ON  TECHNOCRACY 


•     PLEASE  SEND  ME  AN  APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 


I  WISH  TO  SUPPORT  TECHNOCRACY  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION. 


MY  NAME. 


MY  ADDRESS. 


PHONE  NUMBER email. 


(Return  to:  Technocracy  Inc.RDl  1353,  Rm.6-26,  7  Sir  Winston  Churchill  Sq.  ,Edmonton,AB.  T5J  2V4) 
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PEAK  OIL  CONSEQUENCES 

Will  it  be  a  calamity  beyond  measure,  a  collapse  of  our  civilization?  Some  think  so. 
Societies  have  collapsed  before,  and  for  similar  reasons  -  the  end  of  their  sources  of 
energy  and  sustenance.  Or  will  our  engineers,  scientists,  technicians,  biologists, 
physicians  -  professionals  of  every  kind  -  get  their  act  together  to  save  us?  Some  think 
so.  I  do.  How  could  it  happen?  Here  is  a  sequence  of  stages  that  might  provide  a  happier 
ending,  but  it  would  require  the  acqiesence  and  support  of  most  citizens.  Would  you 
support  it?  Give  it  a  try.  Mark  your  decision  at  each  stage  of  the  questionaire.  Your 
responses  could  help  us  refine  the  process.  Take  your  time.  Give  it  some  thought. 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

I  understand  and  asree/disasree/question  that:  (Mark  each  item  as  "A",  "D",  or  "?") 

1 .  The  peak  oil  crisis  is  real  and  imminent.  Peak  natural  gas  will  soon  follow. 

(There  is  overwhelming  support  for  this  point). 

2.  Alternative  sources  of  energy  will  fall  far  short  of  replacing  oil  and  gas,  resulting 
in  a  period  of  negative  growth  of  the  economy 

(Not  much  argument  on  this  point  either). 


3.  A  period  of  negative  growth  will  result  in  progressive  bankruptcy  and  collapse  of 
the  corporate  model  of  operating  the  economy.  There  will  be  a  period  of  mergers, 
take-overs,  close  outs,  including  a  'fascist'  collaboration  between  corporations 
and  government.  This  has  already  begun:  e.g.  the  airlines,  oil  companies,  GM, 
Ford,  etc.  The  legal  entity  that  is  the  corporation  has  been  designed  for  growth 
and  profitable  return  to  investors.  Some  5  million  corporations  in  the  US  conduct 
most  of  the  vital  operations  that  sustain  our  society,  including  mining, 
manufacturing,  construction,  transportation,  communications,  food  supply,  etc. 
That  model  of  operation  is  about  to  end. 

(Here  we  attempt  to  divine  the  future  course  of  events). 

4.  The  failure  of  even  a  few  of  these  essential  components  will  necessitate  a 
complete  re-design  of  the  economy  to  ensure  survival  and  continuity  of  the  means 
whereby  we  live:  a  new  form  of  governance,  a  "Plan  B  "  as  it  is  sometimes 
referred  to.  During  a  transition  period  of  perhaps  several  years,  a  form  of  martial 
law  will  no  doubt  be  needed  to  keep  order  and  continuity.  Time  now  for  a 
Committee  to  organize  a  Constituent  Assembly  to  draft  a  continental 
consititution. 

(Seems  reasonable?). 

5.  The  physical  survival  and  welfare  of  over  350  million  citizens  of  the  North 
American  continental  area  will  depend  on  the  continuance  of  the  vital  processes 
and  installations  that  are  continental  in  scope  -  the  highways,  the  railways,  the 
power  lines,  the  oil  and  gas  lines,  the  agricultural  zones,  the  forests,  fisheries,  the 
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waterways,  and  so  much  more.  North  America  is  a  continentalism  and  it  is  our 
home.  All  parts  are  inter-dependent;  no  significant  part  is  independent. 
(Seems  self-evident  to  me). 

6.  The  continuance  of  vital  processes  will  require  the  control  and  allocation  of 
available  energy  resources  to  achieve  greatest  efficiency  and  maximum 
production  of  esssential  goods  and  services  to  sustain  the  total  population.  That  is, 
we  will  continue  with  the  most  efficient  and  automatic  machines  of  production. 
We  can  not  return  to  the  shovel,  the  wheelbarrow,  the  horse  drawn  plow,  the 
spinning  wheel. 

(This  is  the  make-or-break  point). 

7.  Efficient  use  of  energy  to  provide  maximum  goods  and  services  in  an 

energy  scarce  environment  will  result  in  mass  disemployment,  as  the  traditional 
corporate  structure  disintegrates.  The  former  Price  System  method  of  providing 
purchasing  power  through  wages,  salaries,  pensions,  investments  and  charitable 
donations,  will  have  failed  as  a  consequence  of  the  Peak  Oil  crisis.  Purchasing 
power  by  other  means  now  will  be  -  must  be  -  provided  as  a  right  of  citizenship, 
equally  to  all  adult  citizens,  as  noted  below. 

(High  tech  production  largely  precludes  the  wage  earner). 

8.  The  new  design  of  the  economy  must  be  based  on  functional  criteria,  not  on 
corporate  ownership,  financial  manipulation,  or  political  interference.  On  that 
basis,  a  modem  economy  consists  of  a  number  oi functional  sequences,  between 
50  and  100  in  number.  Some  are  industrial,  such  as  iron  and  steel,  transportation, 
communication,  etc.  Some  are  service  type  of  structures  such  as  education, 
health,  recreation,  etc.  Each  is  somewhat  like  a  pyramid,  with  the  basic  elements 
and  their  staffs  at  the  bottom,  rising  through  various  levels  of  training,  experience 
and  competence  to  the  top  management.  (This  is,  in  fact,  the  design  in  effect  for 
the  operational  segments  of  the  private  corporate  entity.  The  operating  teams  of 
the  former  corporations  will  make  up  the  personnel  of  the  new  functional 
sequences.) 

(New  only  in  its  application  to  continental  governance). 

9.  A  continental  management  team  will  be  made  up  of  the  heads  of  the  various 
sequences.  One  of  these  highly  competent  and  experienced  heads  will  serve  as 
Continental  Director,  a  "Chairman  of  the  Board". 

(Logical). 

1 0.  To  complete  this  rather  sketchy  outline,  there  would  also  be  certain  special 
branches  of  the  continental  organization  such  as  to  handle  the  Armed  Forces, 
Foreign  Relations,  Continental  Research  and  Social  Relations.  Additionally  there 
would  be  a  geographically  based  structure  for  administration  of  the  vast  complex 
of  specific  regions,  and  population  centres,  each  of  which  has  its  particular  make 
up  of  climate,  topography,  waterways,  resources,  industrial  installations, 
populations,  etc.      (The  building  of  a  new  society). 
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1 1 .  The  measurements  and  controls  necessary  for  the  operation  of  this  complex  are  in 
the  energy  resources  available  to  operate  it.     This  then  would  begin  with  an 
Energy  Budget,  which  would  allocate  appropriate  shares  of  available  energy  to 
the  various  Functional  Sequences  for  a  specified  period,  usually  a  year  or  more. 
Such  a  budget  is,  then,  a  measure  of  the  production  of  goods  and  services  for  the 
continental  population  for  that  period,  (after  providing  for  the  maintenance  and 
operation  of  the  continental  'plant'). 

(Seems  reasonable  so  far). 

12.  To  balance  the  equation  between  production  and  consumption  an  equivalent 
measure  of  energy  credits  would  be  assigned  as  purchasing  power  equally  to  all 
adult  citizens.  These  could  be  in  the  form  of  Energy  Certificates,  or  perhaps  as  an 
Energy  Credit  Card,  or  any  appropriate  technology  of  record  keeping. 

(No  it's  not  money.  No  value,  no  price.  Just  measurement). 

13.  In  the  transition  period,  after  Peak  Oil  /Gas,  aggregate  purchasing  power  will  be 
greatly  reduced  from  the  previous  era  and  the  standard  of  living  would  adjust 
accordingly. .  .a  period  of  hardship  but  also  renewal. 

(Birth  pangs  of  a  new  society). 

14.  Now  what  about  those  disemployed  pQopIc  as  the  old  order  of  the  myriad  of 
private  and  public  corporations  disappears?  Some  will  continue  as  the  trained  and 
experienced  staffs  of  the  various  Functional  Sequences.  The  majority,  however 
will  compose  a  legion  of  energetic  workers  at  local  and  community  levels  to 
create  a  new  society  for  personal  and  community  development,  whether  it  be 
gardening,  crafts,  arts,  sports,  entertainment,  social  work,  whatever.  Depending 
on  the  availability  of  scarce  energy  some  kinds  of  local  production  would  be 
possible.  Given  the  guarantee  of  individual  purchasing  power  for  essentials  such 
as  food,  shelter,  clothing,  etc.  the  potential  of  people  to  create  a  new  society  in 
equilibrium  with  their  environment  is  unlimited. 

(Hail  the  New  America!). 

Sketched  out  above  are  some  of  the  logical  consequences  of  the  Peak  Oil/Gas  crisis  as 
it  may  develop  over  the  years  immediately  ahead.  It  is  indeed  the  blueprint  of  a 
Technocracy  -  the  Technate  of  North  America.  (A  more  detailed  description  of  the 
Technate  is  available  in  the  literature,  particularly  in  the  Techjiocracy  Study  Course, 
Lessons  21  and  22,  (1933).  If  your  items  of  agreement  made  it  past  No. 6,  then  you 
may  be  ready  to  sign  on  as  a  team  member  to  develop  and  advance  the  ftiture  of 
America  as  here  envisioned. 


29/ll/05.b 


Walter  Fryers. 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada. 
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TO:  WHOM  IT   MAY  COiiCERN 

RE:  A  personal  position  paper  titled: 


11515  39  Ave., 
Edmonton,   Alta. 
T6J  0M5 

19  March  1936 


"Has  'Technocracy  been  Revised?' 


1.  By  letter  dated  10  May  1982  I  submitted  my  resignation  as  Organizer 
of  Unit  A,  R.D.  11353,  Edmonton.  This  was  acknowledged  and  accepted  in 
a  reply  dated  20  May  1982. 

2.  The  reasons  I  gave  for  my  resignation  were  several  -  7  in  all.  In 
particular  the  last  of  these  reasons  demands  some  explanation  and  dis- 
cussion in  the  hope  that  my  differences  with  GHQ  can  be  resolved  to  the 
benefit  of  all  concerned. 

3.  To  reiterate  my  position  I  quote  from  my  letter:   "I  find  myself  in 
a  position  of  increasing  dissent  in  respect  to  some  fundamental  re- 
visions and  re-directions  impised  by  GHQ  in  recent  years,  and  also  in 
respect  to  some  arbitrary  and  non-functional  administrative  techniques 
of  this  organization.   Such  unresolved  differences  constitute  a  dis- 
qualifying relationship  for  an  officer  of  the  organization." 

L,,      GHQ  did  not  bother  to  ask  what  these  differences  were,  and  I  found 
mys'vlf  tco  busy  trying  to  sustain  11353-A  (now  as  Treasurpr)  to  follow 
the  matter  up,  until  now.   The  issues  are  too  important  to  disregard 
any  longer  -  important  both  to  me  and  to  the  organization. 

5.  I  am  presenting  my  position  in  the  attachments  to  this  letter.   It 
will  be  obvious  from  the  record  that  my  position  has  not  been  taken 
lightly  nor  my  action  takeri  in  haste, 

6.  My  span  of  interest  in  Technocracy  and  Technocracy  Inc.  covers 
some  50  years  (from  Fall,  1936).   I  was  a  charter  member  of  Section  1 
of  R.D  97^9  in  Winnipeg,  and  also  Section  5  in  that  city.   During  the 
V/ar  I  was  active  in  the  Section  at  Galgary,  serving  in  several  official 
capacities.  More  recently  I  have  been  a  prime  mover  in  the  Edmonton 
re-activated  Group  and  Unit,  spanning  a  ten  year  period. 

7.  I  plan  to  continue  as  a  member  of  Technocracy  Inc.  in  the  belief 
that  any  mis-directions,  as  perceived  ty  me,  will  be  self-correcting. 
I  believe  that  must  be  so  as  "Technocracy"  is  basically  an  interpre- 
tation of  the  physical  world  and  the  functional  adaptations  that  are 
imposed  on  a  highly  developed  technological  society.   I  am  optimistic, 
therefore,  that  the  realities  of  the  future  will  prevail  within  and 
without  the  organization. 


Walter  Fryers.   / 


Attachments:   3  pages. 
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HAS  "TECHNOCR.A.GY"  BEEiJ  RE7I3EJ? 
-A  question  of  substance- 
It  has  always  been  my  understanding  that  the  concept  of  abundance 
is  in^trinsic  and  essential  to  the  concept  of  "Technocracy",   ^Vom  the 
ince~ption  of  the  body  of  thought  "Technocracy"  in  the  1920s  and  the 
early  30s,  and  the  organization  built  upon  it,  "Technocracy  Inc.",  it 
was  never  otherwise,  I  would  contend.   (in  contra-distinction,  a  "Price 
System"  was  defined  as  the  mechanism  in  universal  usage  for  the  differen- 
tial distribution  of  scarcity. ) 

It  is  disturbing  to  me,  then,  to  note  a  tendency  in  the  organization 
in  recent  years  to  revise  the  basic  and  original  meaning  and  significance 
of  "Technocracy"  to  accommodate  the  prospect  of  a  continuing  scarcity  as 
envisioned  in  some  quarters.   Implicit  in  the  revision  is  a  rejection  of 
the  potential  of  science  and  technology  to  continue  the  historic  advance 
toward  an  abundance.  This  revision  has  developed  gradually,  in  stajres, 
as  the  following  record  suggests: 

In  September  1976  the  Continental  Director  spoke  at  Vancouver, 
Canada,  on  the  subject  "Price  System  Bind".  This  was  late'^  pub- 
lished as  an  article  in  "Technocracy  Digest"  in  November,  1976, 
and  was  subsequently  adapted  for  issuance  as  an  official  "Ar- 
ticle Reprint".   The  "Bind"  emphasized  in  the  article  was  the 
"threatening"  shortage  of  minerals  and  other  resources  in  the 
U.S.   On  top  of  the  article's  narrow  concentration  on  nominal 
shortages,  real  or  potential,  the  article  limited  its  quanti- 
tative analysis  to'  the  confines  of  the  United  States.   This,  in 
itself,  was  a  notable  departure  from  the  original  continental 
base  of  Technocracy's  presentations. 

.   Reiterating  CHQ's  new  "scarcity  posture'  was  the  front  cover 
feature  of  the  Northwest  Technocrat  of  Oct. /Nov. /Dec.  1978, 
under  the  heading:   "A  New  Set  of  Conditions".   It  reprinted 
key  paragraphs  from  the  article  "Price  System  Bind".   Again 
the  emphasis  was  on  "critical  shortages  of  energy  and  minerals 
...in  the  near  future." 


Finally,  on  5th  May  1980,  CHQ  formalized  this  fundamental  re- 
vision of  Technocracy's  original  analysis  in  the  General  Mai- 
ling to  Section,  Units,  Groups,  and  MALs.   Para.  5  reads: 
"With  the  deepening  resource  crunch  it  is  no  longer  appropriate 
to  speak  of  the  threat  (or  premise)  of  abundance.   This  point 
has  been  made  clear  in  articles  in  our  Magazines.   A  Technocracy 
will  make  possible  the  production  and  distribution  of  an  adequate 
supply  of  goods  and  services,  both  efficiently  and  equitably." 

So  ended,  it  seemed  to  me,  that  great  idea,  which  was  the  unique 
contribution  of  Howard  Scott  and  his  associates:  a  design  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  an  abundance  of  goods  and  services  using  an  energy  accoun- 
ting system  -  which  was  to  replace  the  differential  distribution  of  a 
scarcity  based  on  value^i.e.  a  Price  System  based  on  money. 
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The  revision  specifies:   "distribution  of  an  adequate  supply... 

equitably",  in  lieu  of  the  original  concept  of  abundance.  A  dictionary 

definition  of  'equitable':   "equal  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  persons; 

just;  fair".  By  definition  then,  an  'equitable'  system  is  a  value  sys- 
tem involving  judgements  of  rights  -  i.e.  a  Price  System. 

'Equitable'  social  systems  have  been  proposed  before,  dating  back 

at  least  to  Plato's  'Republic'.  Modern  ideologies  promoting  'equitable' 

re-distri  bitions  are  classed  as  liberal  philosophies,  or  socialism,  or 

even  communism.   Technocracy  is  none  of  these.   It  is  not  an  'ideology'. 

It  is  a  recognition  of  physical  circumstances,  of  a  natural  progression, 
the  driving  force  being  the  capacity  of  North  America  for  producing  an 

abundance  of  goods  and  services  for  all  citizens. 

I  dont  doubt  that  a  rationaDe  will  be  offered  for  this  revision. 
Presumably  it  would  be  based  on  the  fear  of  an  enduring  and  ineradicable 
scarcity  from  which  even  the  rich  No^th  American  economy  could  not  es- 
cape.  Whether  this  fear  is  reasonable  or  not,  it  is  wholly  improper  to 
amend  the  Technocratic  'construct'  to  accommodate  this  assum]btion. 

A  condition  of  credible  abundance  is  a  requisite  for  a  Technocracy. 
Without  it  there  can  be  no  Technocracy.   This  is  the  basic  reason  why 
Scott  envisioned  Technocracy  primarily  for  North  America  and  not  for 
other  areas.   If  a  condition  of  abundance  cannot  be  achieved,  then  Techno- 
cracy, as  a  'modus  operandi',  is  irrelevant.   (The  Technocratic  concept 
of  abundance  requires  amplification  and  is  discussed  in  another  paper.  It 
is  not  a  simple  extrapolation  of  contemporary  consumption  characteristics.) 

Another  argument  that  might  be  put  forward  in  support  of  the  re- 
vision could  be  based  on  the  contention  that  the  technique  of  energy 
accounting,  as  suggested  ty  Technocracy,  could  be  used  as  a  control  for 
distribution  even  under  scarcity  conditions. 

This  is  not  a  possibility  [     Under  extreme  emergency  duress  (pouiva- 
lent,  say,  to  military  rule)  the  first  distribution; or  rationing^of  con- 
sumer needs  might  be  accomplished  without  a  medium  of  exchange  or  a  sys- 
tem of  values.   However  no  conceivable  power  or  control  could  obviate  the 
trading,  exchanging,  buying,  selling,  stealing  and  gifting  after  that. 
Scarcity  must  have  its  Price  System  to  establish  anj  maintain  an  'equi- 
table' distribution  based  on  the  accepted  values  of  the  society. 

The  social  technique  encompassed  by  the  term  "Technocracy"  is  not  a 
philosophical  projection  or  an  arbitrary  scheme  of  economics  by  someone 
of  an  ideological  bent.  It  is  simply  the  elaboration  of  physical  trends 
and  conditions  imposed  by  a  high  energy,  highly  advanced  society  of  con- 
tinental dimensions.  It  is  therefore  not  subject  to  arbitrary  amendment 
or  re-design  to  accommodate  transient  economic  conditions  or  the  expedient 
menipulations  of  administrators  who  happen  to  be  the  contemporary  custo- 
dians of  the  concept. 

In  spite  of  the  misdirection  evidenced  by  the  above  noted  revision, 
I  expect  the  original  concept  will  survive  intact  in  the  long  run.   Like 
other  scientific  constructs  it  will  be  self-correcting,  because  it  is  an 
expression  of  the  physical  conditions  that  determine  its  design.   America's 
potential  for  'abundance'  is  one  of  these. 
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Attempts  to  revise  the  concept  can  nevertheless  do  great  damage  to 
the  organization  "Technocracy  Inc.",  to  the  point  of  rendering  it  ineffec- 
tive and  irrelevant,  for  an  indefinite  period  into  the  future,  in  its 
unique  role  of  advocate  and  expositor.   Although"7echnocracy  Inc."  is  a 
proprietory  structure,  the  concept  "Technocracy"  is  not  a  proprietory  item 
and  may  not  be  redesigned  by  the  contemporary  ' owners/managers'  of  Techno- 
cracy Inc. 

Therefore  to  ensure  the  integrity  and  continuity  of  "Technocracy" 
and  "Technocracy  Inc."  I  recommend  that  the  revisions  noted  above  be  re- 
pudiated and  the  original  specifications  be  reconfirmed.   Only  then  will 
the  presentation  of  Technocracy's  message  be  unequivocal  and  unambiguous! 


19  March  1986. 


Frye.o, 
11515  39  Ave., 
Edmonton,  Alta . 
T6J  0M5 
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TO:     WHOM  IT  MAY  COI^GERN 

RE:     A  personal  position  paper  titled: 


11515  39  Ave., 
Edmonton,  Alta. 
T6J  0M5 

19  March  1986 


"Has  'Technocracy  been  Revised?' 


1.  By  letter  dated  10  May  1982  I  submitted  my  resignation  as  Organizer 
of  Unit  A,  R.D.  11353,  Edmonton.  This  was  acknowledged  and  accepted  in 
a  reply  dated  20  May  1982. 

2.  The  reasons  I  gave  for  my  resignation  were  several  -  7  in  all.  In 
particular  the  last  of  these  reasons  demands  some  explanation  and  dis- 
cussion in  the  hope  that  my  differences  with  CHQ  can  be  resolved  to  the 
benefit  of  all  concerned. 

3.  To  reiterate  my  position  I  quote  from  my  letter:   "I  find  myself  in 
a  position  of  increasing  dissent  in  respect  to  some  fundamental  re- 
visions and  re-directions  imposed  by  CHQ  in  recent  years,  and  also  in 
respect  to  some  arbitrary  and  non-functional  administrative  techniques 
of  this  organization.   Such  unresolved  differences  constitute  a  dis- 
qualifying relationship  for  an  officer  of  the  organization." 

/^,      CHQ  did  not  bother  to  ask  what  these  differences  were,  and  I  found 
mys'.-lf  too  busy  trying  to  sustain  11353-A  (now  as  Treasurer)  to  follow 
the  matter  up,  until  now.   The  issues  are  too  important  to  disregard 
any  longer  -  important  both  to  me  and  to  the  organization. 

5.  I  am  presenting  my  position  in  the  attachments  to  this  letter.   It 
will  be  obvious  from  the  record  that  my  position  has  not  been  taken 
lightly  nor  my  action  take.'i  in  haste, 

6.  My  span  of  interest  in  Technocracy  and  Technocracy  Inc.  covers 
some  50  years  (from  Fall,  1936).   I  was  a  charter  member  of  Section  1 
of  R.D  97Z^9  in  Winnipeg,  and  also  Section  5  in  that  city.   During  the 
V/ar  I  was  active  in  the  Section  at  Calgary,  serving  in  several  official 
capacities.  More  recently  I  have  been  a  prime  mover  in  the  Edmonton 
re-activated  Group  and  Unit,  spanning  a  ten  year  period. 

7.  I  plan  to  continue  as  a  member  of  Technocracy  Inc.  in  the  belief 
that  any  mis-directions,  as  perceived  ty  me,  will  be  self-correcting. 
I  believe  that  must  be  so  as  "Technocracy"  is  basically  an  interpre- 
tation of  the  physical  world  and  the  functional  adaptations  that  are 
imposed  on  a  highly  developed  technological  society.   I  am  optimistic, 
therefore,  that  the  realities  of  the  future  will  prevail  within  and 
without  the  organization. 


Walter  Fryers.   / 


Attachments:   3  pages. 
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HAS  "TECHNOCMGY"  BEEIJ  REVISEj? 
-A  question  of  substance- 


It  has  always  been  my  understanding  that  the  concept  of  abundance 
is  in^trinsic  and  essential  to  the  concept  of  "Technocracy".   ^Vom  the 
ince~ption  of  the  body  of  thought  "Technocracy"  in  the  1920s  and  the 
early  30s,  and  the  organization  built  upon  it,  "Technocracy  Inc.",  it 
was  never  otherwise,  I  would  contend.   (in  contra-distinction,  a  "Price 
System"  was  defined  as  the  mechanism  in  universal  usage  for  the  differen- 
tial distribution  of  scarcitv.) 

It  is  disturbing  to  me,  then,  to  note  a  tendency  in  the  organization 
in  recent  years  to  revise  the  basic  and  original  meaning  and  significance 
of  "Technocracy"  to  accommodate  the  prospect  of  a  continuing  scarcity  as 
envisioned  in  some  quarters.   Implicit  in  the  revision  is  a  rejection  of 
the  potential  of  science  and  technology  to  continue  the  historic  advance 
toward  an  abundance.  This  revision  has  developed  gradually,  in  stapres, 
as  the  following  record  suggests: 

In  September  1976  the  Continental  Director  spoke  at  Vancouver, 
Canada,  on  the  subject  "Price  System  Bind".  This  was  late^  pub- 
lished as  an  article  in  "Technocracy  Digest"  in  November,  1976, 
and  was  subsequently  adapted  for  issuance  as  an  official  "Ar- 
ticle Reprint",   The  "Bind"  emphasized  in  the  article  was  the 
"threatening"  shortage  of  minerals  and  other  resources  in  the 
U.S.   On  top  of  the  article's  narrow  concentration  on  nominal 
shortages,  real  or  potential,  the  article  limited  its  quanti- 
tative analysis  to'  the  confines  of  the  United  States.   This,  in 
itself,  was  a  notable  departure  from  the  original  continental 
base  of  Technocracy's  presentations. 

.   Reiterating  CHQ's  new  "scarcity  posture'  was  the  front  cover 
feature  of  the  Northwest  Technocrat  of  Oct. /Nov. /Dec.  1978, 
under  the  heading:   "A  New  Set  of  Conditions".   It  reprinted 
key  paragraphs  from  the  article  "Price  System  Bind".  Apain 
the  emphasis  was  on  "critical  shortages  of  energy  and  minerals 
...in  the  near  future," 

Finally,  on  5th  May  1980,  CHQ  formalized  this  fundamental  re- 
vision of  Technocracy's  original  analysis  in  the  General  Mai- 
ling to  Section,  Units,  Groups,  and  MALs.   Para.  5  reads: 
"With  the  deepening  resource  crunch  it  is  no  longer  appropriate 
to  speak  of  the  threat  (or  promise)  of  abundance.   This  point 
has  been  made  clear  in  articles  in  our  Magazines.   A  Technocracy 
will  make  possible  the  production  and  distribution  of  an  adequate 
supply  of  goods  and  services,  both  efficiently  and  equitably." 

So  ended,  it  seemed  to  me,  that  great  idea,  which  was  the  unique 
contribution  of  Howard  Scott  and  his  associates:  a  design  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  an  abundance  of  goods  and  services  using  an  energy  accouR— 
ting  system  -  which  was  to  replace  the  differential  distribution  of  a 
scarcity  based  on  value^i.e.  a  Price  System  based  on  money. 
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The  revision  specifies:   "distribution  of  en  adequate  supply... 
equitably",  in  lieu  of  the  original  concept  of  abundance,   A  dictionary 
definition  of  'equitable':   "equal  in  regard  to  the  rig;hts  of  persons; 
just;  fair".  By  definition  then,  an  'equitable'  system  is  a  value  sys- 
tem involving  judgements  of  rights  -  i.e.  a  Price  System. 

'Equitable'  social  systems  have  been  proposed  before,  dating  back 

at  least  to  Plato's  'Republic',  Modern  ideologies  promoting  'equitable' 

re-distri  bitions  are  classed  as  liberal  philosophies,  or  socialism,  or 

even  communism.   Technocracy  is  none  of  these.   It  is  not  an  'ideology'. 

It  is  a  recognition  of  physical  circumstances,  of  a  natural  progression, 
the  driving  force  being  the  capacity  of  North  America  for  producing  an 

abundance  of  goods  and  services  for  all  citizens. 

I  dont  doubt  that  a  rationale  will  be  offered  for  this  revision. 
Presumably  it  would  be  based  on  the  fear  of  an  enduring  and  ineradicable 
scarcity  from  which  even  the  rich  No^th  American  economy  could  not  es- 
cape.  Whether  this  fear  is  reasonable  or  not,  it  is  wholly  improper  to 
amend  the  Technocratic  'construct'  to  accommodate  this  assumjbtion. 

A  condition  of  credible  abundance  is  a  requisite  for  a  Technocracy. 
Without  it  there  can  be  no  Technocracy.   This  is  the  basic  reason  why 
Scott  envisioned  Technocracy  primarily  for  North  America  and  not  for 
other  areas.   If  a  condition  of  abundance  cannot  be  achieved,  then  Techno- 
cracy, as  a  'modus  operandi',  is  irrelevant.   (The  Technocratic  concept 
of  a  hindance  requires  amplification  and  is  discussed  in  another  paper.  It 
is  not  a  simple  extrapolation  of  contemporary  consumption  characteristics.) 

Another  argument  that  might  be  put  forward  in  support  of  the  re- 
vision could  be  based  on  the  contention  that  the  technique  of  energy 
accounting,  as  suggested  ty  Technocracy,  could  be  used  as  a  control  for 
distribution  even  under  scarcity  conditions. 

This  is  not  a  possibility  '.  Under  extreme  emergency  duress  (equiva- 
lent, say,  to  military  rule)  the  first  distribution; or  rationing^of  con- 
sumer needs  might  be  accomplished  without  a  medium  of  exchange  or  a  sys- 
tem of  values.   However  no  conceivable  power  or  control  could  obviate  the 
trading,  exchanging,  buying,  selling,  stealing  and  gifting  after  that. 
Scarcity  must  have  its  Price  System  to  establish  anj  maintain  an  'equi- 
table' distribution  based  on  the  accepted  values  of  the  society. 

The  social  technique  encompassed  by  the  term  "Technocracy"  is  not  a 
philosophical  projection  or  an  arbitrary  scheme  of  economics  by  someone 
of  an  ideological  bent.  It  is  simply  the  elaboration  of  physical  trends 
and  conditions  imposed  by  a  high  energy,  highly  advanced  society  of  con- 
tinental dimensions.  It  is  therefore  not  subject  to  arbitrary  amendment 
or  re-design  to  accommodate  transient  economic  conditions  or  the  expedient 
menipulations  of  administrators  who  happen  to  be  the  contemporary  custo- 
dians of  the  concept. 

In  spite  of  the  misdirection  evidenced  by  the  above  noted  revision, 
I  expect  the  original  concept  will  survive  intact  in  the  long  run.   Like 
other  scientific  constructs  it  will  be  self-correcting,  because  it  is  an 
expression  of  the  physical  conditions  that  determine  its  design.   America's 
potential  for  'abundance'  is  one  of  these. 
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Attempts  to  revise  the  concept  can  nevertheless  do  great  damage  to 
the  organization  "Technocracy  Inc.",  to  the  point  of  rendering  it  ineffec- 
tive and  irrelevant,  for  an  indefinite  period  into  the  future,  in  its 
unique  role  of  advocate  and  expositor.   Although"7echnocracy  Inc."  is  a 
proprietory  structure,  the  concept  "Technocracy"  is  not  a  proprietor}'  item 
and  may  not  be  redesigned  by  the  contemporary  ' owners /managers'  of  Techno- 
cracy Inc. 

Therefore  to  ensure  the  integrity  and  continuity  of  "Technocracy" 
and  "Technocracy  Inc."  I  recommend  that  the  revisions  noted  above  be  re- 
pudiated and  the  original  specifications  be  reconfirmed.   Only  then  will 
the  presentation  of  Technocracy's  message  be  unequivocal  and  unambiguous! 


rM^ 


19  March  1986. 


Frye.^, 
11515  39  Ave., 
Edmonton,  Alta . 
T6J  0M5 
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WHY  THE  PURCHASING  POWER 

IS  NOT 
MAINTAINED 


(Adapted  from  the  Technocracy  Study  Course,  by  Walter  Fryers) 

7  June  1997 
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QUESTIONS  ANSWERED 

The  previous  diagrams  illustrate  only  the  basic  flow  lines  in  a  simplified  form.  In 
practice  the  Price  System  is  extremely  complicated,  but  nevertheless  follows  the  basic 
pattern.  It  should  not  be  too  difficuh  for  the  reader  to  analyze  the  various  Price  System 
operations  by  simply  applying  the  Flow  Line  analysis.  Some  examples  will  illustrate  how 
the  interpretation  can  be  made  using  the  Basic  Diagrams. 

WHAT  ABOUT  SERVICES? 

Services  can  be  considered  as  a  'commodity'  at  the  retail  level.  The  wage  or  price 
paid  out  for  the  service  follows  the  Flow  of  Money  circuits  as  shown.  The  service  can  be 
provided  by  an  individual  or  a  corporation.  Most  of  the  payment  for  services  quickly 
returns  to  the  main  flow  (Circuit  One)  as  immediate  purchasing  power.  Some  portion  will 
usually  be  diverted  to  the  Savings/Investment  circuit. 

WHAT  ABOUT  TAXES? 

At  the  Municipal  level  most  taxes  are  used  for  such  necessities  as  roads,  police, 
transit  systems,  sewer  and  water,  etc.  and  are  quickly  returned  to  purchasing  power  in  the 
form  of  wages  and  other  costs.  Some  of  the  money  raised  as  taxes  will  be  reserved  for 
employee  pensions,  and  for  repayment  of  interest  and  principal  on  borrowings  and  other 
contingencies,  and  so  will  follow  the  second  circuit  into  Savings  and  Investments. 

At  the  Provincial  level  the  distribution  of  taxes  will  have  some  new  dimensions 
beyond  the  Municipal  level,  for  roads,  for  education,  for  heahh  care,  etc.  and  for  new 
responsibilities  such  as  natural  resource  development.  Much  of  this  tax  flow  too  will  be 
quickly  returned  to  the  Circuit  One  pattern  of  purchasing  power  for  the  individual.  And 
again  a  portion  will  be  withheld  for  pensions,  redeeming  bonds,  for  other  funds,  and  will 
follow  the  Circuit  Two  pattern. 

At  the  Federal  level  the  pattern  of  using  taxes  is  different  in  detail  to  reflect  the 
special  responsibilities  of  the  Federal  government,  such  as  the  Armed  Forces,  the  national 
security,  international  trade,  foreign  embassies,  etc.  The  Federal  Government  has  the 
greatest  taxing  power  and  the  greatest  borrowing  privileges..  Much  of  its  resources  go 
into  social  programs,  returning  quickly  to  the  main  stream  of  citizens'  purchasing  power. 
Some  funds  are  reserved  for  fiiture  pensions  such  as  the  CPP  (Canadian  Pension  Plan)  and 
the  OAS  (Old  Age  Support)  in  Canada,  and  similar  programs  in  the  U.S.  In  practice  there 
is  a  large  shortfall  in  taxes  which  must  be  made  up  by  borrov^ng  on  a  large  scale.  The 
Federal  Government  is  a  net  borrower  rather  than  an  investor. 


Basically,  taxes  at  all  levels  are  simply  transactions  for  services  that  are  provided 
by  governments,  except  that  in  recent  times  an  increasing  portion  is  used  to  re-distribute 


r 


income  to  welfare,  old  age  support,  the  unemployed,  and  other  have-not  problems  of  the 
nation. 

WHAT  ABOUT  DIVIDENDS,  INTEREST,  RENTS,  etc 

People  and  corporations  who  invest  in  stocks,  rental  properties,  bonds,  etc.  receive 
an  income  from  these  sources.  For  the  small  investor  the  return  is  often  their  source  of 
purchasing  power  and  is  quickly  returned  to  the  main  flow  -  Circuit  One.  Larger  investors 
will  often  reinvest  their  proceeds,  as  in  Circuit  Two,  thus  augmenting  the  Capital/Debt 
structure. 

WHAT  ABOUT  INSURANCE? 

Insurance  is  a  form  of  Savings  that  are  held  in  a  special  type  of  Bank  -  the 
Insurance  Company.  In  aggregate  it  is  a  very  large  accumulation  of  Capital  which  is 
invested  in  various  ways,  adding  to  the  Debt  structure.  Eventually  it  is  paid  out  in  claims 
and  so  finds  its  way  back  into  the  main  flow  of  Money. 

OTHER  QUESTIONS,  OTHER  EXAMPLES 

The  manipulations  of  money  in  a  modem  society  have  grown  to  comprise  a  major 
'industry'.  New  variations  appear,  such  as  'derivatives',  ad  infinitum.  The  examples  given 
may  enable  the  reader  to  unravel  other  intricacies  of  the  Price  System. 

THE  IMBALANCE  -  The  fatal  flaw  of  the  Price  System. 

Ideally  the  Flow  of  Money  would  match  the  Flow  of  Goods  -  perpetually.  But  it 
does  not!  The  accumulation  of  Savings  must  be  returned  to  the  main  stream,  in  part,  by 
corporations  and  individuals  borrowing  fiands  for  construction  of  new  plants  and 
automatiing  existing  plants.  .  The  increased  production  then  needs  increased  purchasing 
power  to  buy  back  the  additional  production.  That  can  be  supplied  by  more  borrowing  for 
more  construction  and  modernizing.  But  the  necessary  rate  of  physical  growth  carmot  be 
sustained  indefinitely.  An  imbalance  develops  as  the  capital  reserve  continues  to  grow 
even  as  physical  growth  slows  down.    At  the  same  time  automation  continues  to  eliminate 
jobs  and  the  wages  that  supply  purchasing  power  to  the  labor  force. 

THE  INEVITABLE  CRISIS 


A  'mature'  Price  System  eventually  arrives  at  the  crisis  of  too  much  Debt  - 
unsustainable  debt.  It  has  happened  many  times  before  to  many  nations.  It  is  happening 
to  us  now. 
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MEASURES  TO  SUSTAIN  THE  PRICE  SYSTEM 

Extraordinary  measures  are  invoked  to  sustain  a  failing  system.  They  are  measures 
intended  to  maintain  the  status  quo,  to  ensure  social  stability,  to  protect  the  interests  of 
'majority  debt  holders'  -  that  is,  the  rich. 

The  most  extreme  measure  is  resort  to  war,  as  in  the  case  with  Germany  and 
other  nations.  It  provides  for  physical  growth,  however  wasteful.  It  is  not  a  likely 
measure  in  America.  Other  means  are  to  hand. 

Expansion  of  foreign  trade  is  a  temporary,  but  useful  measure.  Initially  it  gives  an 
outlet  for  the  investment  of  excess  funds.  It  may  result  in  a  sort  of 'TiJBFany'  period  of 
culture,  during  which  the  return  trade  features  elaborate  handwork  products,  as  in 
Victorian  England,  to  go  along  with  'Upstairs/  Downstairs'  maids  and  other  domestic 
support  of  the  affluent  segment  of  society. 

The  most  common  measure  is  Inflation.  Printing  press  money  is  distributed  by  the 
government  to  keep  the  wheels  turning  and  the  economy  functioning.  In  most  countries 
of  limited  productive  capacity,  this  simply  raises  prices.  Ever  increasing  amounts  of 
unbacked  currency  eventually  cause  catastrophic  inflation  and  ensuing  collapse  of  the 
economy.  Then  a  new  currency  is  substituted  for  the  old,  and  the  process  begins  again. 

In  America  the  physical  capacity  to  increase  production  has  permitted  modest 
inflation  of  around  2%  without  causing  social  disruption.  Coupled  with  generous 
allowances  for  write-off  of  the  bad  debts  of  bankruptcies,  and  other  measures  to  sustain 
the  profitability  of  the  banking  system,  this  measure  has  worked  well  so  far. 

The  debt  crisis  of  the  late  I920's  developed  into  the  deflation  of  the  1930's,  during 
which  the  value  of  money  was  maintained,  tied  to  the  gold  standard,  and  all  other  values 
declined.  With  the  business  scene  stagnant  or  failing,  governments  became  the  prime 
borrowers  and  maintained  the  economy  with  'pump  priming'.  But  it  took  WWII  to  revive 
economies  substantially. 

WHERE  ARE  WE  NOW? 


Neither  inflation  nor  deflation  offers  a  permanent  fix  for  the  current  capital/debt 
crisis.  Fundamental  problems  persist  as  automation  continues  to  eliminate  jobs,  and 
unemployment  threatens  social  stability. 

It  is  the  position  of  Technocracy  that  North  America's  economic  crisis  cannot  be 
solved  within  the  Price  System.  We  have  automated  too  many  of  us  out  of  gainfiill 
employment. 

Purchasing  power  must  now  be  distributed  as  a  right  of  citizenship.  Money,  as 
we  have  seen,  has  failed  in  this  function.  America's  capacity  to  produce  an  abundance 
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precludes  the  use  of  money  in  the  fiiture.  It  can  only  be  done  by  using  the  only  physical 
measurement  of  economic  activity:  extraneous  energy  units  (non-human  energy). 

FURTHER  STUDY 

A  more  complete  analysis  of  the  Operating  Characteristics  of  a  Price  System  is 
available  in  the  original  Study  Course  of  Technocracy  Inc.  It  covers  the  evolution  of 
primative  systems  through  the  complexities  of  modem  systems.  This  understanding  can  be 
had  nowhere  else. 

But  this  is  only  part  of  the  whole  picture.  We  are  moving  rapidly  into  a  'high-tech' 
society,  the  nature  of  which  has  been  outUned  by  Technocracy  Inc.  This  will  entail  a 
fundamental  change  of  direction  in  our  society.  The  nature  and  magnitude  of  that  change 
can  only  be  understood  by  investigating  Technocracy's  Technological  Social  Design, 
available  in  booklet  form  for  $4.00,  from:  local  units  of  Technocracy;  or  from  Continental 
Headquarters,  Technocracy  Inc.,  Femdale,  WA  98208;  or  from  Technocracy  Digest,  at 
2946  -  272nd  St.,  Aldergrove,  B.C.  V4W  3R4. 


7  June  1997. 


Walter  Fryers. 


>^^i, 


^-.tV-' 


m: 


»••  '     r'tir   ,1,1  ■' 

j;:':!'l  I'll''  'j!''  ' 


'V'-r  ■  jj 


'V.*'s.^ 


-^•.,v. 


>.:^..r.   -y 


I^SP-'^'P;'.  •< 


THE  TECHNOCRATIC  ALTERNATIVE 

The  Multilateral  Agreement  for  Investments  (MAI)  is  but  the  latest  in  a  series  of 
threats  and  take-overs  of  national  sovereignties.  Preceding  the  MAI  v^ere  the  Free  Trade 
Agreement  (FTA)  and  the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA).  It  has  been 
widely  recognized  and  well  established  that  these  treaties  were  more  about  providing 
freedom  to  transnational  investment  interests  than  simply  facilitating  fair  trade.  The  net 
effect  is  the  handing  over  of  national  sovereignty  to  private  corporations.  National 
governments  lose  the  power  to  govern.  Nations  lose  control  of  culture,  environment,  labor 
laws,  social  support  services,  health,  education,  agriculture,  and  resources.  And  now  with 
the  patenting  of  genetic  resources  even  the  control  of  the  native  gene  pool  is  lost  to 
private  corporations,  first  for  agriculture  and  eventually  for... who  knows  what  other  life 
forms? 

The  MAI,  NAFTA  and  FTA  are  but  symptoms  of  a  continuing  process.  The  defeat 
of  MAI  and  the  repeal  of  NAFTA  and  FTA  will  not  end  the  threat  to  national 
sovereignties  as  long  as  the  huge  accumulations  of  capital  roam  the  world  looking  for 
opportunities  to  exploit  nations  and  peoples.  The  global  concept,  so  widely  promoted 
these  days,  is  essentially  an  investment  scheme  and  a  power  play.  It  should  not  be 
confused  with  normal  off-shore  trade.  The  devolution  of  power  from  nations  to  private 
corporations  is  intrinsic  to  the  maturing  Price  System  as  it  tries  to  extend  its  life  and  avoid 
collapse.  Treating  the  symptoms,  even  if  possible,  may  have  a  palliative  effect,  but  can  be 
no  cure. 

North  America  has  an  option.  This  continent,  with  its  unmatched  resources,  its 
integrated  high  technology  structure,  can  move  on  to  a  new  order  of  civilization  -  to  a 
society  based  not  on  the  prices  and  values  of  scarcity,  but  to  a  society  based  on  our 
physical  capacity  to  produce  and  distribute  -  an  economy  of  abundance.  The  measure  of  a 
modem  society  is  in  its  energy  conversion  rate,  per  capita  (the  energy  that  makes  the 
wheels  go  round,  not  human  energy).  Byt  this  measure,  America  is  preeminent,  exceeding 
200,000  Kg.Cal./capital/day. 

The  design  of  such  a  society  -  based  on  energy,  not  money  -  is  termed  a 
TECHNOCRACY.  It  is  a  design  dictated  by  the  inexorable  advance  of  science  and 
technology.  But  the  growth  of  corporatism  and  the  threat  of  global  fascism  can  delay  this 
promise  of  a  new  society  if  we  let  it.  You  can  help  prevent  that: 


JOIN  TECHNOCRACY  NOW! 


10  Nov 
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Excerpts  from 
THE  EVIL  EMPIRE 

by  Paul  Hellyer 

THE  MULTILATERAL  AGREEMENT  ON  INVESTMENT  (p  79) 

" The  MAI  is,  in  reality,  a  bill  of  rights  for  international  banks  and  global  corporations. 

Someone  dubbed  it  "NAFTA"on  steroids".  Its  purpose  is  to  provide  risk-free  and 
problem-free  opportunities  for  international  corporations  -  benefits  gained  at  the  expense 
of  national  sovereignty  and  national  advantage. 

" We  are  told  that  the  idea  originated  with  the  U.S.  Council  for  International  Business, 

an  organization  whose  members  will  be  principal  beneficiaries.  The  concept  is  consistent 
with  the  dogma  of  unregulated  capitalism  and  is  strongly  supported  by  the  world's  most 
powerfiil  industrial  nations.  Why  Canada  is  one  of  the  leading  champions  of  the  new 
treaty  is  a  total  mystery  unless  we  want  to  play  the  role  of  water-boy  to  th  U.S.  Canada 
has  little,  if  anything,  to  gain  and  virtually  everything  to  lose. 

" The  MAI  grants  to  citizens  and  corporations  of  all  29-member  countries  of  the  OECD 

"citizen  status"  in  host  countries.  Consequently,  they  can  never  be  discriminated  against 
by  any  government  at  any  level,  on  any  account,  such  as  their  contribution  to  the  welfare 
of  citizens  of  the  host  country.  Serving  the  interests  of  the  host  country  is  deemed  to  be 
"protectionist"  and  consequently  prohibited.  (The  hypocrisy  of  this  measure  is  the  strong 
support  of  the  major  industrial  powers  which  became  major  industrial  powers  as  a  result 
of  "protectionist"  measures.) 

" Accordingly,  the  MAI  has  written  into  its  detailed  draft  articles  the  rights  of 

transnational  corporations: 

to  export  their  commodities  or  services  across  all  borders  to  other  societies'  markets 
with  no  conditions  attached, 

to  unilaterally  purchase  and  own  any  structure  or  productive  capacity  of  any  other 

signatory  nation  with  no  requirement  to  sustain  its  viability  ,  employment  level  or 
location  in  the  home  country; 

to  own  any  saleable  natural  resource  of  other  countries  and  to  have  national  right  to  any 
concession,  licence  or  authorization  to  extract  its  oil,  forest,  mineral  or  other 
resources  with  no  oblgation  to  sustain  these  resources,  or  to  use  them  in  the 
interest  of  the  host  society, 

to  bid  for  and  own  any  privatized  public  infrastructure,  social  good  or  cultural  trans- 
mission without  any  limit  of  foreign  control  permitted  by  law, 

to  have  access  to  any  domestic  government  grant,  loan,  tax  incentive  or  subsidy  with  the 
same  rights  as  any  domestic  firm,  with  no  means  test,  locale  requirement  or  public- 
interest  distinction  permitted; 

to  be  free  of  any  and  all  performance  requirements  of  job  creation,  domestic  purchase  of 
goods,  import/export  reciprocation,  and  technology  or  knowledge  transfer  to  the 
host  society; 

to  repel  as  illegal  any  national  standards  of  human  rights,  labor  rights  or  environmental 
protection  on  goods  produced  in  and  imported  from  other  regions  or  nations" 
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Rt.  Hon.  Jean  Chretien,  PC,  MP. 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  ON  K1A0A6 


Dear  Prime  Minister: 

I  am  quite  distressed  that  the  Multilateral  Agreement  on  Investment  was  not 
seriously  debated  during  the  election  campaign  last  Spring,  also  that  the  possibility  of 
removing  the  10%  ownership  rule  for  chartered  banks  was  not  discussed. 

My  reason  for  writing  is  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  so  concerned  about  these  two 
issues  that  if  either  or  both  of  them  is  approved  in  the  absence  of  a  binding  referendum  of 
the  Canadian  people  I  will  not  vote  for  you  or  your  party  in  the  next  federal  election  and 
will  do  everything  possible  to  defeat  you. 

I  hope  you  will  listen  carefully  and  act  accordingly. 
Yours  respectfully. 


Excerpts  from 

THE  EVIL  EMPIRE 

by  Paul  Hellyer 

THE  MULTILATERAL  AGREEMENT  ON  INVESTMENT  (p  79) 

" The  MAI  is,  in  reality,  a  bill  of  rights  for  international  banks  and  global  corporations. 

Someone  dubbed  it  "NAFTA"on  steroids".  Its  purpose  is  to  provide  risk-free  and 
problem-free  opportunities  for  international  corporations  -  benefits  gained  at  the  expense 
of  national  sovereignty  and  national  advantage 

" We  are  told  that  the  idea  originated  with  the  U.S.  Council  for  International  Business, 

an  organization  whose  members  will  be  principal  beneficiaries.  The  concept  is  consistent 
with  the  dogma  of  unregulated  capitalism  and  is  strongly  supported  by  the  world's  most 
powerful  industrial  nations    Why  Canada  is  one  of  the  leading  champions  of  the  new 
treaty  is  a  total  mystery  unless  we  want  to  play  the  role  of  water-boy  to  th  U.S.  Canada 
has  little,  if  anything,  to  gain  and  virtually  everything  to  lose. 

" The  MAI  grants  to  citizens  and  corporations  of  all  29-member  countries  of  the  OECD 

"citizen  status:"  in  host  countries.  Consequently,  they  can  never  be  discriminated  against 
by  any  government  at  any  level,  on  any  account,  such  as  their  contribution  to  the  welfare 
of  citizens  of  the  host  country.  Serving  the  interests  of  the  host  country  is  deemed  to  be 
"protectionist"  and  consequently  prohibited.  (The  hypocrisy  of  this  measure  is  the  strong 
support  of  the  major  industrial  powers  which  became  major  industrial  powers  as  a  resuh 
of  "protectionist"  measures.) 

" Accordingly,  the  MAI  has  written  into  its  detailed  draft  articles  the  rights  of 

transnational  corporations: 

to  export  their  commodities  or  services  across  all  borders  to  other  societies'  markets 
with  no  conditions  attached, 

to  unilaterally  purchase  and  own  any  structure  or  productive  capacity  of  any  other 

signatory  nation  with  no  requirement  to  sustain  its  viabihty  ,  employment  level  or 
location  in  the  home  country, 

to  own  any  saleable  natural  resource  of  other  countries  and  to  have  national  right  to  any 
concession,  licence  or  authorization  to  extract  its  oil,  forest,  mineral  or  other 
resources  with  no  oblgation  to  sustain  these  resources,  or  to  use  them  in  the 
interest  of  the  host  society; 

to  bid  for  and  own  any  privatized  public  infrastructure,  social  good  or  cultural  trans- 
mission without  any  limit  of  foreign  control  permitted  by  law; 

to  have  access  to  any  domestic  government  grant,  loan,  tax  incentive  or  subsidy  with  the 
same  rights  as  any  domestic  firm,  with  no  means  test,  locale  requirement  or  public- 
interest  distinction  permitted; 

to  be  free  of  any  and  all  performance  requirements  of  job  creation,  domestic  purchase  of 
goods,  import/export  reciprocation,  and  technology  or  knowledge  transfer  to  the 
host  society; 

to  repel  as  illegal  any  national  standards  of  human  rights,  labor  rights  or  environmental 
protection  on  goods  produced  in  and  imported  from  other  regions  or  nations." 
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Rt  Hon  Jean  Chretien,  PC,  MP 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  ON  K1A0A6 

Dear  Prime  Minister: 

I  am  quite  distressed  that  the  Muhilateral  Agreement  on  Investment  was  not 
seriously  debated  during  the  election  campaign  last  Spring,  also  that  the  possibility  of 
removing  the  10%  ownership  rule  for  chartered  banks  was  not  discussed. 

My  reason  for  writing  is  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  so  concerned  about  these  two 
issues  that  if  either  or  both  of  them  is  approved  in  the  absence  of  a  binding  referendum  of 
the  Canadian  people  I  will  not  vote  for  you  or  your  party  in  the  next  federal  election  and 
will  do  everything  possible  to  defeat  you. 

I  hope  you  will  listen  carefully  and  act  accordingly. 
Yours  respectfully. 
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Excerpts  from 

THE  EVIL  EMPIRE 

by  Paul  Hellyer 

THE  MULTILATERAL  AGREEMENT  ON  INVESTMENT  (p  79) 

" The  MAI  is,  in  reality,  a  bill  of  rights  for  international  banks  and  global  corporations. 

Someone  dubbed  it  "NAFTA"on  steroids".  Its  purpose  is  to  provide  risk-free  and 
problem-free  opportunities  for  international  corporations  -  benefits  gained  at  the  expense 
of  national  sovereignty  and  national  advantage. 

" We  are  told  that  the  idea  originated  with  the  U.S.  Council  for  International  Business, 

an  organization  whose  members  will  be  principal  beneficiaries    The  concept  is  consistent 
with  the  dogma  of  unregulated  capitalism  and  is  strongly  supported  by  the  world's  most 
powerfiil  industrial  nations.  Why  Canada  is  one  of  the  leading  champions  of  the  new 
treaty  is  a  total  mystery  unless  we  want  to  play  the  role  of  water-boy  to  th  U.S.  Canada 
has  little,  if  anything,  to  gain  and  virtually  everything  to  lose. 

" The  MAI  grants  to  citizens  and  corporations  of  all  29-member  countries  of  the  OECD 

"citizen  status  "  in  host  countries.  Consequently,  they  can  never  be  discriminated  against 
by  any  government  at  any  level,  on  any  account,  such  as  their  contribution  to  the  welfare 
of  citizens  of  the  host  country.  Serving  the  interests  of  the  host  country  is  deemed  to  be 
"protectionist"  and  consequently  prohibited.  (The  hypocrisy  of  this  measure  is  the  strong 
support  of  the  major  industrial  powers  which  became  major  industrial  powers  as  a  result 
of  "protectionist"  measures.) 

" Accordingly,  the  MAI  has  written  into  its  detailed  draft  articles  the  rights  of 

transnational  corporatio 
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APPENDIX  A 
THE  MAI  HAS  WRITTEN  INTO  ITS  DETAILED  DRAFT  ARTICLES  THE  RIGHTS 
OF  TRANSNATIONAL  CORPORATIONS: 


to  export  their  commodities  or  services  across  all  borders  to  other  societies'  markets 
with  no  conditions  attached, 

to  unilaterally  purchase  and  own  any  structure  or  productive  capacity  of  any  other 

signatory  nation  with  no  requirement  to  sustain  its  viability  ,  employment  level  or 
location  in  the  home  country, 

to  own  any  saleable  natural  resource  of  other  countries  and  to  have  national  right  to  any 
concession,  licence  or  authorization  to  extract  its  oil,  forest,  mineral  or  other 
resources  with  no  oblgation  to  sustain  these  resources,  or  to  use  them  in  the 
interest  of  the  host  society; 

to  bid  for  and  own  any  privatized  public  infrastructure,  social  good  or  cultural  trans- 
mission without  any  limit  of  foreign  control  permitted  by  law; 

to  have  access  to  any  domestic  government  grant,  loan,  tax  incentive  or  subsidy  with  the 
same  rights  as  any  domestic  firm,  with  no  means  test,  locale  requirement  or  public- 
interest  distinction  permitted; 

to  be  fi"ee  of  any  and  all  performance  requirements  of  job  creation,  domestic  purchase  of 
goods,  import/export  reciprocation,  and  technology  or  knowledge  transfer  to  the 
host  society; 

to  repel  as  illegal  any  national  standards  of  human  rights,  labor  rights  or  environmental 
protection  on  goods  produced  in  and  imported  fi^om  other  regions  or  nations." 
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Excerpts  from 

THE  EVIL  EMPIRE 

by  Paul  Hellyer 


THE  MULTILATERAL  AGREEMENT  ON  INVESTMENT  (p  79) 

" The  MAI  is,  in  reality,  a  bill  of  rights  for  international  banks  and  global  corporations. 

Someone  dubbed  it  "NAFTA"on  steroids".  Its  purpose  is  to  provide  risk-free  and 
problem-free  opportunities  for  international  corporations  -  benefits  gained  at  the  expense 
of  national  sovereignty  and  national  advantage. 

" We  are  told  that  the  idea  originated  with  the  U.S.  Council  for  International  Business, 

an  organization  whose  members  will  be  principal  beneficiaries.  The  concept  is  consistent 
with  the  dogma  of  unregulated  capitalism  and  is  strongly  supported  by  the  world's  most 
powerfiil  industrial  nations    Why  Canada  is  one  of  the  leading  champions  of  the  new 
treaty  is  a  total  mystery  unless  we  want  to  play  the  role  of  water-boy  to  th  U.S.  Canada 
has  little,  if  anything,  to  gain  and  virtually  everything  to  lose. 

" The  MAI  grants  to  citizens  and  corporations  of  all  29-member  countries  of  the  OECD 

"citizen  status:"  in  host  countries.  Consequently,  they  can  never  be  discriminated  against 
by  any  government  at  any  level,  on  any  account,  such  as  their  contribution  to  the  welfare 
of  citizens  of  the  host  country,  Serving  the  interests  of  the  host  country  is  deemed  to  be 
"protectionist"  and  consequently  prohibited.  (The  hypocrisy  of  this  measure  is  the  strong 
support  of  the  major  industrial  powers  which  became  major  industrial  powers  as  a  result 
of  "protectionist"  measures.) 

" Accordingly,  the  MAI  has  written  into  its  detailed  draft  articles  the  rights  of 

transnational  corporatio 
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Date: 

From: 

Subject: 

To: 

Cc: 


Sun,  27  Oct  2002  21 :23:25  -0800 

George  A  Wright  <tech-mag@juno.com> 

Dynamic  Idea?  Or  Not. 

chqlll@aol.com 

richcaryl@earthlink.net,  ddlcameron@aol.com,  pwcordsmeyer@webtv.net,  technocrat  1 3 @shaw.ca, 

hdiemert@ucalgary.ca,  stevehuman@aol.com,  technocrat2@juno.com,  wfryers@ecn.ab.ca, 

technocratl@juno.com,  technocratdt@earthlink.net,  ronaldm@pacifier.com,  rabbrj@interlynx.net, 

pnl@centurytel.net,  belasivak@home.com,  hartl24c41@aol.com,  technocrat@technocracysf.org 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  --  Members  of  Technocracy  Inc. 

We  are  tossing  around  the  idea  of  doing  what  Scott  did  early  on  —  that 
is  hiring  appropriate  and  competent  people  to  investigate.  (  people  in 
education,  science,  environment,  even  some  politicians,  etc.)   Only  this 
time  it  will  be  for  them  to  study  Technocracy's  fundamentals  and  design, 
and  then  to  contact  others  they  may  deem  receptive.   The  plan  is  to  offer 
a  sum  of  money  (this  is  the  big  unknown  here)  and  to  have  a  periodic 
report  back  to  CHQ  on  their  activities.   My  idea  for  this  is  to  try  to 
get  a  debate  started  within  the  circle  of  knowledgeable  people  who  have 
at  least  some  doubts  about  the  direction  we  as  a  society  are  headed. 

I  feel  that  as  a  membership  organization  we  are  bound  to  fail.   We  will 
not  have  enough  time  to  draw  enough  new  members  and  the  few  we  do  attract 
will  most  probably  be  limited  in  their  sphere  of  influence. 

You  no  doubt  have  personal  contacts  that  might  be  receptive  to  all  this. 
I  myself  have  been  in  communication  with  Sen.  Paul  Simon  of  Illinois.   He 
is  no  longer  in  office  but  now  heads  an  environmental  organization.   If 
Mr.  Simon  personally  could  not  handle  the  assignment,  he  might  forward 
the  information  to  someone  who  could. 

The  one  facet  that  is  hard   to  calculate  is;  how  much  should  we  offer  for 
their  time?   We  would  consider  this  program  to  be  a  "part  time"  or  "after 
hours"  type  of  effort.   It  would  be  nice  if  we  could  do  this  without  the 
"enticement  of  external  reward",  but  until  the  stuff  really  hits  the  fan, 
I  see  no  other  choice. 

Any  suggestions  on  all  this  would  be  welcomed,  even  to  the  point  of 
saying  it  is  not  workable. 


You  all  might  like  to  know  that  we  are  talking  to  the  ad  people  at  the 
Nation  magazine  about  placing  a  full  page  ad  for  Technocracy.  If  it  is 
not  too  costly.   The  ad  will  be  the  same  one  that  is  in  our  next  magazine 
which  will  be  in   the  mail  this  week.   Fern  McFarlane  will  be  attending  a 
conference  in  her  area  and  the  same  ad  will  be  printed  in  the  booklets  to 
be  handed  out. 

George 


Dperaemail:/l/mail.xml 
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MEMBER  RESPONSE  TO 

GEORGE  WRIGHT'S  EMAIL  OF 

27  OCTOBER  2002 

"DYNAMIC  IDEA?  OR  NOT" 

The  undersigned  have  read  and  carefully  considered  the  proposal  embodied  in 
the  email  of  27  October  02,  which  specifically  suggested  "hiring  appropriate  and 

competent  people  to  investigate" "Technocracy's  fundamentals  and  design"  and  reject 

this  idea  as  an  unsuitable  direction  for  the  organization  to  take. 

Further,  the  current  economic  situation  appears  to  be  a  progressive  crumbling  of 
the  Price  System,  both  continentally  and  globally,  that  will  eventually  provide  the 
dynamic  of  a  growing  membership  that  could  revitalize  Technocracy  Inc.as  an  essential 
source  of  direction  in  America.  Begin  with  an  examination  of  our  organization  itself, 
to  ensure  it  is  adapted  to  the  situation  it  faces  today. 


SIGNATURE 

(PRINT) 

MEMBER? 

i' 
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Walt  Fryers 


From:  "William  DesJardins"  <technocrat13@shaw.ca> 

To:  "Walt  Fryers"  <wfryers@ecn.ab.ca> 

Sent:  November  26,  2002  5:05  PM 

Subject:  Other  member  e-mails. 

Here  are  the  e-mail  updates  I  said  that  I'd  send  you. 

Boyd  sidhe@interbaun.com 

Lynn  Mickilyn(5)Jnterbaun.com 

Jason  Bath  bathman@sha\A/.ca 

Carolyn  DesJardins  araminal 3@shaw.ca 


I  would  also  like  to  ask  your  opinion  on  something.  I  am  considering  inviting  all  those  who  were 

sent  George  Wright's  e-mail  proposal  "Dynamic  idea,  or  not?"  to 

discuss  the  idea  on  the  forums  of  my  website  (located  at 

http://www.technocracy.ca/modules.php?op=modload&name=phpBB_14&file=index  i n  case 

you  have  not 

seen  them  yet).  I  am  interested  in  what  others  have  to  say,  and  this  would  allow  us  all  to  see 

different  viewpoints. 

The  only  thing  that  is  holding  me  back  from  this,  however,  is  that  these  forums  are  available  to 

the  public.  I  have  found  no  way  of  restricting  access.  Perhaps  this 

topic  is  not  for  public  viewing,  or  perhaps  it  is.  In  either  case  not  many  people  visit  the  site  or 

use  the  forums  hght  now,  so  not  lot  of  people  would  see  it  anyway,  but 

the  messages  would  remain  there  for  all  to  see  indefinately,  unless  I  remove  them  at  some 

point. 

I  just  wanted  to  know  what  you  thought  of  the  idea.  If  we  decide  that  the  idea  is  ok,  then  I  will 
be  sure  to  include  anyone  I  know  that  was  not  included  in  the  original 
message,  but  is  still  a  member. 

Thanks, 

Bill 
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THE  DECTSTVF  RATTTF  OF  WORT.D  WAR  TTT  9 

TNTRODTirTTON 

It  is  on  now!  You  didn't  notice?  That  is  because  this  war  is  not  being  waged  by 
force  of  arms.  It  is  being  played  out  on  paper:  in  corporate  board  rooms,  in  stock 
exchanges,  in  financial  institutions,  in  parliaments  and  legislatures,  in  business  oligopolies, 
in  court  room  encounters,  in  "think  tank"  enclaves,  in  the  media;  in  other  words  in  all  the 
establishments  and  institutions  involved  in  the  operations  and  consequences  of  foreign  and 
domestic  trade  and  international  finance.  It  is  the  'war'  to  impose  the  Multilateral 
Agreement  0"  Investments  upon  the  unsuspecting  public  of  many  nations. 

At  iss"<^  ^ball  the  sovereigntv  of  nations  be  taken  over  by  global  corporations  in  a 
new  form  of  global  fascism:  or  shall  the  role  of  national  governance  he  restored,  enhanced 
and  maintained. 

Conventional  wars  have  been  fought  for  economic  gain,  for  territorial  acquisition, 
ideological  dominance,  for  ethnic  superiority,  and  so  on.  This  war  is  being  fought  for  the 
advantage  of  transnational  corporations  and  the  financial  interests  they  represent.  The 
penalty  for  the  losing  countries  in  this  war  will  be  comparable  to  the  losers  in  conventional 
wars.  If  the  proposed  MAI  treaties  are  enacted  subject  nations  could  suffer:  damaged 
environments;  set-backs  in  health  and  welfare,  constraints  on  labor  rights,  loss  of 
democratic  fi^eedoms,  cultural  deprivation,  and  loss  of  national  identity.  . 


The  fortune  of  war  turns  in  most  cases  on  a  decisive  battle:  fi^om  the  battle  of 
Marathon  (490  B.C.)  to  the  battle  of  Waterloo  (1815)  to  the  battle  of  Midway  (1942),  to 
name  three  of  the  many.  The  decisive  battle  of  this  World  War  III  may  well  rest  upon  the 
outcome  of  the  projected  Treaty  on  the  Muhilateral  Agreement  on  Investments,  the  MAI. 
It  appears  that  hot  war  is  no  longer  necessary  to  conquer  nations. 

PRFTTMTNARV  SKIRMISHES  -  FT  A  WTO  NAFTA 

Trade  between  tribes  and  nations  is  older  than  history.  It  is  normal  commerce: 
simply  a  fair  exchange  of  goods  and  services.  In  the  past,  though,  it  has  often  been 
imposed  with  force  of  arms  when  one  party  seeks  to  exploit  the  advantage  of  superior 
strength.  Today  multinational  corporations  with  vast  accumulations  of  capital  at  their 
disposal  seek  to  exploit  the  advantage  that  the  modem  marketplace  offers  them.  But  not 
content  with  a  fair  exchange  of  goods  and  services,  they  seek  to  conquer  the  restrictions 
of  national  sovereignty  with  overriding  treaties  allowing  them  global  fi-eedom  to  exploit 
profitable  enterprise  fi"ee  of  national  borders  and  national  interests. 


FT  A  (19g9) 

The  Canada-US  Free  Trade  Agreement  (FT A)  took  effect  1  January  1989, 
against  the  will  of  the  majority  of  Canadians  It  was  far  more  than  a  simple  treaty  to  free 
up  tariffs  and  extend  GATT.  It  promoted  a  'level  playing  field'  between  the  elephant 
(U.S.)  and  the  mouse,  (Canada),  resulting  in  the  overwhelming  and  progessive  dominance 
of  American  economic  power  in  many  sectors  of  the  Canadian  economy.  "Even  before  the 

FT  A  Canada  had  the  highest  level  of  foreign  ownership  of  any  country  in  the  world In 

the  first  three  years  of  the  FTA  Canada  lost  1.4  million  jobs,  including  500,000 
manufacturing  jobs,  over  25%  of  its  entire  manufacturing  sector.  (In  the  same  period  the 
U.S.  lost  only  6%  of  its  manufacturing  base.)  All  the  while  increasing  amounts  of  our 
rapidly  dwindling  non-renewable  resources  are  pouring  south  across  the  border  at  fire  sale 


pnces 
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"In  reality  the  FTA  was  only  superficially  about  trade.  It  was  primarily  about 
investment.  The  Americans  wanted  guaranteed  access  to  our  resources  and  our  industries 
-  all  of  our  industries.  We  held  out  on  a  couple  of  fronts,  including  cultural  industries 

"With  the  FTA,  President  Ronal  Reagan  accomplished  with  one  stroke  of  the  pen 
what  Amercian  armies  had  been  unable  to  do  in  1776  and  1812.  He  conquered 
Canada."  ** 


NAFTA,  (1994) 

The  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  of  1994  extended  the  geographical 
scope  of  the  FTA  to  include  Mexico,  "...the  cornerstones  of  NAFTA  and  the  FTA  are  its 
investment  codes.  In  turn,  these  investment  codes  constitute  a  bill  of  rights  and  freedoms 
for  transnational  corporations.  Through  national  treatment  clauses  and  provisions  for  the 
elimination  of  job  content  requirements,  export  quotas  and  foreign  investment  measures, 
these  codes  have  enormously  increased  the  power  of  transnational  corporations  over  our 
economic,  social  and  environmental  future."  ***  Most  Canadians  don't  know  what  is  in 
these  treaties. 

As  Clayton  Yeutter,  the  Chief  U.S.  Trade  Representative,  stated  in  1987:"The 
Canadians  don't  know  what  they  have  signed    In  twenty  years  they  will  be  sucked  into  the 
US  economy."  It  is  a  take-over  now  taking  place  by  buy-outs  of  Canadian  business  and 
industry  by  foreign  corporations.  ":In  1997,  97.5  per  cent  of  the  $21.2  billion  (in  foreign 
investment)  went  for  acquisitions,  and  a  meagre  2.5  per  cent  constituted  new  foreign 

business  investment About  40  per  cent  of  the  top  500  corporations  in  Canada  are 

already  foreign-controlled."**** 
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WTO  (1995) 

"Initially,  the  European  Commission  (EC)  had  proposed  that  a  gobal  investment 
treaty  be  developed  as  the  centrepiece  of  the  new  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO).  But 
the  U.S.  feared  that  opposition  from  developing  countries  in  the  WTO  would  'water  down' 

any  consensus  that  might  be  reached  on  an  investment  treaty The  U.S.  therefore 

decided  that  the  best  way  to  achieve  a  'high  standard'  investment  treaty  was  to  negotiate  it 
through  the  rich  nations'  club  of  the  OECD."  *** 

MAT  (??99) 

Paul  Hellyer,  former  Canadian  caabinet  minister,  writes  in  his  booklet:  "THE 
EVIL  EMPIRE"  (1997):  "...The  MAI  is,  in  reality,  a  bill  of  rights  for  international  banks 
and  global  corporations.  Someone  dubbed  it  'NAFTA'  on  steroids.  Its  purpose  is  to 
provide  risk-free  and  problem-free  opportunities  for  international  corporations  -  benefits 

gained  at  the  expense  of  national  sovereignty  and  national  advantage The  MAI  grants  to 

citizens  and  corporations  of  all  29-member  countries  of  the  OECD  'citizen  status'  in  host 
countries.  Consequently,  they  can  never  be  discriminated  against  by  any  government  at 
any  level,  on  any  account,  such  as  their  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  citizens  of  the  host 
country  .  Serving  the  interests  of  the  host  country  is  deemed  to  be  'protectionist'  and 
consequently  prohibited." 

The  rules  set  out  in  FT  A  and  NAFTA  will  be  included  and  augmented  in  MAI. 
These  rights  of  transnational  corporations  are  listed  in  abbrevated  form  in  Appendix  A. 
Further,  the  application  of  these  rules  is  to  be  extended  to  provinces  and  municipalities 
and  the  abrogation  period  extended  from  six  months  to  twenty  years.  Once  enacted  there 
will  be  virtually  no  escape.  Paul  Hellyer's  'Evil  Empire'  will  be  de  facto. 

The  MAI  can  be  stopped  by  a  massive  rallying  of  the  citizens  of  many  countries. 
Such  action  is  underway.  The  ratification  of  MAI  by  various  national  governments  would 
take  some  months,  so  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  opposition  will  be  successfiil  in  this 
action.  That  may  defer,  but  will  not  necesssarily  end,  the  threat  of  the  takeover  of 
national  sovereignties  by  global  corporations.  The  vast  accumulations  of  capital  which  are 
the  empowerment  of  the  transnational  corporations  will  seek  new  venues  for  expression 
until  at  last  a  final  collapse  -  a  great  depression  -  deprives  them  of  power. 

If  such  an  eventuality  comes  to  pass,  a  new  order  of  men's  affairs  will  arise  in 
America.  It  could  then  be  the  time  of  a  Technocracy! 


22  Feb  98 


Wah  Fryers. 


*  Citizens  Concerned  About  Free  Trade;  "The  Fight  For  Canada  Goes  On". 
**  Hellyer,  Paul:  "The  Evil  Empire",  1997.p.85  . 
***Clarke,Tony;  "The  Corporate  RuleTreaty",  April  1997,  p.l. 
****Hurtig,  Mel:  Globe  &  Mail  Commentary.  5  April  98:  "How  Much  of  Canada  Do 
We  Want  To  Sell". 

TECHNOCRACY  DIGEST  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

2946-272  STREET  CA\  I    A-^i-:^  HTVc: 

ALDERGROVE,  B.C.     V4W  3R4  ^.^     /^^^^  h-oo-U/  /O 

PH:  (604)  856-1535 


APPENDIX  A 
THE  MAI  HAS  WRITTEN  INTO  ITS  DETAILED  DRAFT  ARTICLES  THE  RIGHTS 
OF  TRANSNATIONAL  CORPORATIONS:** 


to  export  their  commodities  or  services  across  all  borders  to  other  societies'  markets 
with  no  conditions  attached, 

to  unilaterally  purchase  and  own  any  structure  or  productive  capacity  of  any  other 

signatory  nation  with  no  requirement  to  sustain  its  viability  ,  employment  level  or 
location  in  the  home  country; 

to  own  any  saleable  natural  resource  of  other  countries  and  to  have  national  right  to  any 
concession,  licence  or  authorization  to  extract  its  oil,  forest,  mineral  or  other 
resources  with  no  oblgation  to  sustain  these  resources,  or  to  use  them  in  the 
interest  of  the  host  society; 

to  bid  for  and  own  any  privatized  public  infrastructure,  social  good  or  cultural  trans- 
mission without  any  hmit  of  foreign  control  permitted  by  law, 

to  have  access  to  any  domestic  government  grant,  loan,  tax  incentive  or  subsidy  with  the 
same  rights  as  any  domestic  firm,  with  no  means  test,  locale  requirement  or  public- 
interest  distinction  permitted, 

to  be  fi"ee  of  any  and  all  performance  requirements  of  job  creation,  domestic  purchase  of 
goods,  import/export  reciprocation,  and  technology  or  knowledge  transfer  to  the 
host  society; 

to  repel  as  illegal  any  national  standards  of  human  rights,  labor  rights  or  environmental 
protection  on  goods  produced  in  and  imported  from  other  regions  or  nations." 
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2nd  draft 


SALVAGING  THE  PRICE  SYSTEM 
Life  extension  for  a  bankrupt  system 


Whatever  happened  to  that  long  awaited  crash,  that  new  depression,  that  widely- 
feared  economic  crisis?  It  was  not  just  anticipated  by  gloomsters  and  pessimists,  or  by 
reformers  and  futurists  looking  for  a  new  deal.  It  was  accepted  as  the  inevitable  outcome 
of  a  period  of  vigorous  growth  which  could  not  continue.  Indeed,  it  seemed  to  be 
happening  in  the  early  eighties  when  inflation  reached  double  digits  -  nearly  20%  -  in  the 
U.S.  Instead,  North  American  economies  resumed  steady  growth.  The  Price  System  had 
been  salvaged.  How? 

Call  it  innovative  bookkeeping,  creative  financing,  or  what  you  will  The  rules 
were  changed  in  unprecedented  ways  -  ways  seldom  defined,  little  noticed,  but  drastic  and 
fiindamental,  as  we  will  discuss.  Most  importantly  the  changes  were  temporary  measures 
which  cannot  be  repeated  or  sustained.  The  great  crisis  had  been  deferred,  but  not  for 
good.  Here  now,  we  will  discuss  some  of  the  novel  devices  being  invoked  to  salvage  a 
moribund  Price  System.  First,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  the  usual  life  cycle  of  a  Price 
System. 

THE  RISE  AND  FALL  OF  PRICE  SYSTEMS 

Briefly,  modern  economies  grow  by  the  creation  of  debt  -  corporate,  private,  and 
governmental.  And  debt  grows  by  the  prevailing  interest  rate.  This  accumulating  debt 
rests  upon  physical  growth  of  the  economy.  As  long  as  there  is  sound  physical  growth, 
interest  can  be  earned  and  paid  on  the  growing  debt  structure.  The  interest  'validates'  the 
integrity  -  the  value  -  of  the  debt    If  growth  lags  or  ends,  new  debt  cannot  be  created, 
and  old  debt  withers  as  interest  rates  decline  or  default..  It  is  an  oft  repeated  recipe  for  an 
economic  crisis. 


The  process  is  described  here  in  terms  of  debt.  But  a  debt  is  the  lender's  term, 
corresponding  to  a  credit  to  the  borrower.  The  process  can  be  described  as  readily  in 
terms  of  credit.  In  either  case  it  is  the  banks  and  other  financial  institutions  that  are  the 
main  players  and  the  best  indicators  of  the  total  action. 

History  is  littered  with  collapsed  debt  structures  and  with  the  economic  chaos  that 
results.  (Now,  in  late  1997,  Asia  is  presentng  a  cluster  of  examples,  before  that  it  was 
Mexico;  and  before  that  some  countries  in  South  America,  and  now  Russia,  all  of  recent 
date.)  Some  are  worse  than  others.  Sometimes  foreign  intervention  modifies  the  resuU. 
In  the  worst  cases,  resort  to  unlimited  inflation  ends  in  worthless  money,  a  new  currency  is 
substituted  for  the  old  currency,  and  a  new  growth  cycle  begins.  Somewhat  less  severe, 
the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930's  was  not  countered  with  inflation,  but  rather  with 
deflation.  Debt  was  massively  defaulted,  and  the  money  supply  dried  up.  World  War  II 
started  a  new  cycle  of  debt  creation,  ending  the  Great  Depression. 
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The  period  of  reconstruction  and  new  growth  folowing  WW  II  survived  a  series  of 
minor  recessions  until  the  late  70's  and  early  '80's  when  a  very  serious  threat  of  economic 
collapse  threatened.  But  it  did  not  happen.  The  problems  were  overcome.  How? 

INNOVATIVE  BANKING 

Possibly  the  most  outstanding  example  of  this  manoeuvre  can  be  found  in  the 
deregulated  Savings  and  Loans  institutions  of  the  United  States.  Freed  to  speculate  in  real 
estate  this  ended  up  in  multi-billion  dollar  bankruptcies  of  the  S  and  L  banks,  which  were 
then  partially  settled  with  'sucker'  (read:  taxpayer)  money. 

Bankruptcy  was  traditionally  a  shameful  end  of  unsuccessful  or  fraudulent 
enterprises.  Not  anymore    In  the  desperate  search  for  places  to  invest  surplus  fijnds, 
banks  and  other  money  sources  recklessly  underwrite  ventures  of  all  kinds.  Generous 
write-off  terms  by  law  indemnify  the  banks  from  the  predictable  harvest  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  bankrupticies,  great  and  small.  Who  pays?  However  indirectly,  it  is  John  Q. 
Public,  suckered  again. 

MANAGED  INFLATION 

In  the  past  inflation  was  the  last  resort  of  bannkrupt  economies.  Economies,  that 
is,  where  the  debt  structure  exceeded  the  productive  capacity  of  the  economy  and/or  the 
purchasing  power  needed  to  sustain  it.  A  temporary  solution  was  to  support  purchasing 
power  by  printing  money  or  expanding  credit  with  no  corresponding  increase  in 
productive  capacity    The  result  was  inflation  of  prices,  the  printing  of  more  money,  more 
inflation,  higher  prices,  and  so  on  until  the  currency  approached  worthlessness  and  was 
replaced  with  a  new  currency  at,  say,  one  new  to  ten  old.  In  short,  inflation  was  a  case  of 
too  much  money  chasing  too  few  goods. 

In  America  the  situation  was  different.  Here  the  productive  capacity  seemed 
almost  without  limit.  Modest  inflation  was  tolerable  and  productive  capacity  quickly 
adapted.  Monetary  or  credit  expansion  of  around  2  o3%  became  the  norm.  So  growth  of 
the  economy  and  of  the  debt  structure  moved  forward  to  salvage  the  Price  System  once 
more.  However  inflation  of  any  amount  penalizes  those  on  fixed  incomes.  These  include 
those  on  'un-indexed'  wages,  salaries,  and  pensions,  as  well  as  holders  of  fixed  income 
investments.  So  add  these  to  our  list  of 'suckers'  caught  in  the  salvage  procedures. 

GLQBALISM  and  FOREIGN  TRADE 

The  term  and  the  concept  of 'globalism'  have  been  sold  to  the  public  on  a 
massive  scale  and  so  successfully  that  the  idea  is  now  commonly  accepted  as  inevitable.  It 
appears  to  be  a  new  dimension  of  foreign  trade.  Trade  barriers  are  being  dismantled  as 
never  before.  The  credit  which  facilitates  these  transactions  provides  a  new  growth  of  the 
debt  structure  -  a  new,  and  for  the  time  being,  a  profitable  assignment  of  surplus  fiinds  for 
investment.  The  Price  System  is  salvaged  again.  This  expoitation  of  foreign  trade  is  not 
new  in  kind,  just  in  dimension.  Under  the  guise  of 'globalism'  it  is  essentially  an  extension 
of  foreign  investment.  It  is  a  temporary  measure  which  can  and  often  does  collapse  in 
failure  when  markets  cannnot  absorb  the  increase  in  productivity. 
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PRIVATIZATION 

Many  functions  that  were  formerly  government  responsibilities  have  been 
'privatized',  that  is,  handed  over  to  the  private  sector.  Major  airports  are  an  example. 
This  has  provided  an  opportunity  for  private  investment  and  a  further  growth  of  htat 
share  of  the  debt  structure.  The  government  at  the  same  time  has  been  relieved  of 
incurring  debt  or  levying  taxes  to  accomplish  the  same  objectives.    It  was  a  convenient 
arrangement  for  governments  already  overburdened  by  debt  and  at  the  limit  of  the  tax 
resource. 

THE  CHARITY  GAME 

Better  evidence  of  the  failure  of  the  economy  (the  Price  System)  and  of 
governance  could  hardly  be  found  than  the  proliferation  oi  charities  and  other  fund  raising 
schemes.  There  are  tens  of  thousands  of  them,  preying  on  the  gullibility  and  soft 
heartedness  of  the  middle  class.  Such  a  massive  con  game  could  only  be  perpetrated  by 
systematic  brain  washing  of  the  public  by  all  the  institutions  involved:  the  government,  the 
media,  the  churches,  and  supported  by  business,  industry,  financial  institutions,  community 
organizations,  in  short,  it  is  intrinsic  to  the  status  quo.  All  this  in  an  economy  of  potential 
abundance! 

Food  banks  have  been  around  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  are  still  growing.  A 
myriad  of  other  relief  organizations  minister  to  a  growing  sub-class  of  citizenry.  The  fund 
raising  drives  in  support  of  these  efforts  have  turned  into  a  small  industry,  highly 
organized  and  efficiently  aggressive.  Hospitals  beg  for  funds  to  support  new  equipment 
and  treatments.     Educational  institutions  beg  for  support  for  libraries,  equipment,  tuition, 
and  to  stem  the  erosion  of  their  capabilities  as  educational  institutions.  Societies  beg  on 
behalf  of  disabled  people,  on  behalf  of  people  with  a  myriad  of  ailments  and  diseases, 
on  behalf  of  wild  life,  endangered  species,  anti-pollution,  flood,  fire  and  famine  victims; 
the  list  goes  on. 

All  this  is  testimony  to  the  abject  failure  of  the  contemporary  economic  system  and 
the  governance  that  allows  it  to  continue.  It  is  a  massive  cover-up,  allowing  business  and 
government  to  avoid  due  responsibility  for  the  society  that  sustains  them.  It  is  an 
important  prop  in  sustaining  and  salvaging  the  Price  System  for  a  while  longer. 


VOLIJNTEERISM 

Complimenting  the  legion  of  charity  functions  is  an  army  of  volunteers,  picking  up 
the  deficiencies  of  a  derelict  government  and  a  failing  economy.  There  is  nothing  new  in 
the  nature  of  volunteerism,  just  in  its  extent.  It  has  been  elevated  to  the  status  of  a  pillar 
of  society.  Indeed,  economist  Jeremy  Rifkin  classifies  it  as  an  equal  partner  with  the 
government  and  private  sectors    Equal  in  importance,  that  is,  but  not  equal  in  reward  and 
status.  So  it  is  that  the  economy  depends  on  a  sub-class  of  citizen  workers  to  sustain  the 
game  of  the  Price  System.  With  moral  suasion  and  meagre  rewards  the  volunteer  army 
carries  on  as  a  successful  salvage  operation  for  the  Price  System.  For  how  long? 
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"And  others."  There  are  a  myriad  other  schemes  and  promotions  to  create  new 
debt  and  reward  the  debt  holders.  Some  are  large  scale  and  obvious,  such  as  the  trend 
into  crafts,  and  ventures  into  cottage  industries;  others  are  small  and  obscure  such  as  the 
market  play  on  "derivatives".     Many  fail  and  join  the  banruptcy  parade.  But  the  game 
goes  on  as  long  as  majority  debt  claim  holders  hold  a  winning  hand.  The  uncertainty  of 
that  position  has  led  to  the  many  manoevres  to  salvage  the  Price  System. 

THE  MULTILATERAL  AGREEMENT  ON  INVESTMENT  (MAI^ 

Waiting  in  the  wings,  as  of  this  date,  is  something  of  a  trump  card,  which  may  be 
played  in  a  desperate  and  ultimate  effort  to  salvage  the  Price  System.  If  enacted,  this 
international  treaty  will  give  unbridled  scope  to  new  debt  creation  without  the  hinderance 
of  national  borders,  sovereign  rights,  labor  rights,  environmental  considerations,  resource 
utilization,  or  any  other  responsibility  toward  an  exploited  nation.  Undoubtedly 
dimensions  of  personal  liberty  would  be  sacrificed  in  the  process.  It  is  unbridled 
corporatism,  and  might  be  better  labelled  global  fascism.  Although  conceived  in  secrecy, 
it  is  now  coming  into  the  open  and  may  yet  be  defeated  if  a  concerned  and  aroused  public 
rally  in  time. 

CONCLUSION 

Howard  Scott  identified  the  issue:  "In  the  passing  of  the  old  and  the  institution  of 
the  new,  human  conflict  will  become  the  bitterest  in  history.  Science  is  hated  and  feared 
by  ecclesiastical  institutionalism,  by  corporate  enterprise,  and  political  parties.  The  fear 
and  hatred  that  will  be  directed  by  these  against  science  and  its  technological  application 
will  be  far  greater  than  those  the  Inquisition  hurled  against  all  the  accumulated  heresies. 
Only  science  and  its  technological  application  to  the  means  whereby  we  live  can  produce 
for  mankind  the  control  of  his  (her)  social  destiny  here  on  this  earth." 


Those  same  institutions  are  not  above  using  the  tools  that  technology  provides  as 
means  to  further  their  agendae:  that  is  to  sustain  the  Price  System;  to  maintain  the 
rewards  for  debt  claim  holders;  to  prevent  the  distribution  of  national  w  ealth  as  a  right  of 
citizenship;  in  short,  to  maintain  the  status  quo. 

The  threatened  imposition  of  the  MAI  would  be  the  equivalent  of  a  new  Dark  Age, 
in  which  the  bottom  lines  of  global  corporations  would  be  the  only  criteria  for  social 
decisions. 


Resist !  And  join  the  action! 


8  Jan  98 


Walt  Fryers 
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COMPLEX  SYSTEMS 

require 

Measurement  and  Control 


INTRODUCTION 

The  North  American  economy  is  a  complex  system.  Indeed  it  may  be  the  most  complex 
system  man  has  ever  built.  It  is  the  means  whereby  we  live.  Consider: 

-  the  complex  of  electrical  grids  spanning  the  continent 

-  the  network  of  gas  and  petroleum  piplelines,  continent  wide 

-  the  standardized  rail  and  highway  systems  throughout  the  continent 

-  the  range  of  agncultural  lands  and  products,  tropical  to  sub-arctic 

-  the  fishenes  that  gird  the  continent 

-  the  array  of  communications:  wire,  cable,  satellite,  radio,  TV,  InterNet 

-  the  forests,  the  minerals,  the  lakes  and  rivers,  the  climate 

-  the  workforce,  the  factories,  the  schools,  the  people,the  culture. 

This  is  North  America.  It  is  us.  It  is  an  integrated  entity.  And  it  ends  at  the  sea.  The  integrity  of 
this  structure  must  be  maintained  intact  for  our  continued  survival,  individually  and  collectively. 

Like  any  complex  system,  to  keep  it  operating  there  must  be  a  system  of  measurement 
and  control.  The  more  complex  the  system  becomes  and  the  faster  it  operates,  the  more  exact 
and  timely  must  be  the  measurements  and  hence  the  control. 

Today's  measurement  and  control  is  by  the  Price  System*-  based  on  money,  price  and 
value.  It  is  increasingly  unstable  and  dangerously  inadequate.  It  is  a  ^scarcity'  system. 

Tomorrow's  system  of  measurement  and  control  must  be  based  on  energy  -  the  physical 
measure  of  the  physical  processes  that  sustain  us.  It  can  handle  'abundance'. 

THE  PRICE  SYSTEM  OF  MEASUREMENT  AND  CONTROL 

Although  primitive  in  its  origin,  the  system  of  money,  price  and  value  has  evolved  into  an 
incredibly  complex  system  of  measurement  and  control.  Through  the  barter  stage,  the  simple 
token  exchange,  to  the  modem  construct  of  banks,  corporations,  credit  and  debt,  stocks 
and  bonds,  mutual  funds,  derivatives  and  hedge  funds  and  all  the  rest  of  the  intricacies  of  a 
mature  price  system,  it  has  become  the  universal  means  of  measuring  and  controlling  an 
economy. 

*  Price  System  -  Any  social  system  whatsoeveer  that  effects  its  distribution  of  goods  and  services 
by  meofis  of  a  system  of  trade  or  commerce  bssed  on  commodity  valuation  and  employing  any  form  of  debt 
tokens,  or  money,  constitutes  a  Price  System.    None  other  than  Price  Systems  exist  at  the  present  time. 
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Control?  you  ask  You  thought  it  was  a  free  market  system,  the  very  essence  of  freedom, 
the  antithesis  of  control.  It  was  free  enterprise.  It  was  individual  initiative.  For  some,  yes.  For 
mosr,  no.  And  then  only  within  the  constraints  of  credit  worthy  and  profitable  businesses  as  de- 
fined by  the  controls  set  by  the  institutions  of  the  price  system,  the  banks  and  such.  It  adds  up  to 
a  system  of  absolute  control,  often  bearing  little  relation  to  the  potential  of  the  physical  economy 
or  the  needs  of  a  population  of  consumers.  It  must  preserve  the  values  of  scarcity. 

Typically,  Price  Systems  rise,  then  fall,  often  taking  the  government  with  it.  The    se- 
quence begins  with  a  period  of  economic  growth  which  is  accompanied  by  an  accumulation  of 
debt  (credit)  until  the  debt  outstrips  the  ability  of  the  economy  to  sustain  it  with  interest  pay- 
ments.    This  has  happened  many  times  right  up  to  the  present.  The  consequent  collapse  can  be 
severe  in  the  case  of  less  developed  nations,  to  catastrophic  for  industrialized  nations.  Usually 
the  monetary  unit  is  changed  and  the  process  begins  again.  But  United  States  and  Canada  will 
not  have  the  opportunity  to  survive  a  major  collapse  of  the  money  system  and  re-start  it  from 
scratch.  The  wheels  must  be  kept  turning.  A  non-Price  System  will  be  needed. 


AN  ENERGY-  BASED  SYSTEM  OF  MEASUREMENT  AND  CONTROL 

Only  one  other  system  of  measurement  and  control  that  does  not  involve  the  use  of 
money,  price  and  value  has  been  proposed.  It  is  measurement  and  control  in  terms  of  the 
energy  consumed  in  the  course  of  providing  and  using  products  and  services.  It  could  only  be 
applied  in  a  situation  of  high  energy  consumption,  relatively  abundant  resources  and  continental 
extent.  That  is,  an  economy  of  potential  abundance  to  replace  the  limitations  of  a  Price  System. 

Continental  North  America  seems  to  fit  that  description.  Measured  by  the  per  capita 
rate  of  energy  consumption,  US  leads  the  world  at  better  than  200,000  Kg.Cal.per  day.  Canada 
is  not  far  behind..  The  total  array  of  resources  for  consumption  and  trade  is  favorable. 

The  name  proposed  for  an  energy-based  economic  system  is  a  TECHNATE,  and  the 
form  of  governance  would  be  a  TECHNOCRACY. 

The  transition  envisioned  here  from  a  Price  System  to  a  Technate  would  be  the  most 
fundamental  social  transformation  in  history.  It  would  entail  a  lengthy  period  of  difficult  and 
stressful  change,  but  also  a  constructive  and  dynamic  challenge.  It  would  require  the  total 
committment  of  an  entire  population,  comparable  to  war-time  emergency.  It  will  only  happen 
in  the  event  of  a  terminal  collapse  of  the  Price  System.  Then,  to  survive,  it  must  happen. 


This  is  a  simple  exposition  of  the  dilemma  facing  North  America.  A  full  understanding 
of  both  the  failure  of  the  Price  System  and  the  need  and  potential  of  a  Technate  can  be  had  by 
further  study  of  the  findings  of  the  Technical  Alliance  of  1919  and  Technocracy  Inc.  of  1933, 
available  in  the  publication  '  Technocracy,  Technological  Social  Design',  1990.. 
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To  Citizen  Activists: 
TAKE  A  CANADIAN  FLAG 

WITH  YOU 
You  are  of  the  flesh  and  blood  of 
this  nation  in  War  and  in  Peace 
Not  the  parliament,  not  the  judiciary, 
not  the  business  corporations; 
you  are! 

The  World  Trade  Organization 
is  an  apparition  of  international 
finance  and  its  allies.  It  is  not 
a  part  of  or  protected  by  the 
United  Nations  charter  nor  by 
the  UN  Charter  of  Rights.  But 
you  and  your  nation  are! 

Re-affirm  Canada's  national 
sovereignty.  Arm  and  protect 
yourself  with  the  flag  and  our 
charter  of  rights  &  freedoms. 


IT  IS 
NOT  ABOUT 

TRADR 
IT  IS  ABOUT 

WHO 

IS  GOING  TO 

RUN  THIS  COUNTRY 

AND 


FOR 


WHOSE  BENEFIT. 


You  are  the  patriots! 


TRADE:  YES.   WTO:  NO. 
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Dont  rejoice  in  his  defeat,  you  men. 

For  though  the  world  stood  up  and  stopped  the  bastard. 

The  bitch  that  bore  him  is  in  heat  again.     Bertolt  Brecht. 


[    COPY ] 

[        for       ] 
[  distribution  ] 


11515  39  Av, 
Edmonton,  AB 
T6J  0M5 

26  March  2001 


Dominion  Command, 
Royal  Canadian  Legion, 
359  Kent  St., 
Ottawa,  ON  K2P  0R7 


Sirs: 


see  fit. 


The  attached  paper  is  submitted  for  your  attention  and  further  action  as  you 


The  Legion  is  seen  as  the  primary  patriotic  organization  in  the  country.  It  is 
therefore  fitting  to  have  the  subject  matter  of  the  paper  brought  to  its  attention,  in-as- 
much  as  the  sovereignty  of  Canada  is  deemed  to  be  in  peril. 

The  veterans  of  World  War  D  are  an  aging  and  fast  diminishing  group,  but 
there  are  those  among  them  who  will  respond  to  this  challenge  when  it  is  presented 
to  them.  To  those  few  I  suggest,  if  equal  to  it,  that  they  appear  with  the  protesters 
in  full  Legion  regalia  (To  non-veterans  I  am  suggesting  they  carry  a  small  Canadian 
flag.)  For  these  are  the  true  patriots  Let  the  Legion  and  the  Legionnaires  speak  out, 
before  it  is  too  late.    Canada,  as  an  independent  nation,  is  at  stake.  The  time  to  take 
a  stand  is  now! 

I  am  a  25  year  member  of  the  Legion,  in  the  Strathcona  Branch,  No.  150. 

Fraternally  Yours, 

Walter  Fryers. 


A  nation  that  forgets  its  past,  is  doomed  to  repeat  it.  Winston  Churchill. 
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Attention 


VETERANS 

OF 

WORLD  WAR  n 

(and  contemporaries) 

RBNfEMBBR: 

It  was  the  war  against  the  fascist  Germany/Italy  axis,  and  Japan.  It  was  the  war 
to  save  democracy  from  the  authoritarian  corporate-state  model  -fascism. 

Fifty-five  million  people  died.  The  devastation  of  lives  and  property  was  beyond 
calculation. 

It  appeared  in  1945  that  we  had  won  the  war  against  fascism.  But  now  we  stand 
to  lose  it. 


TODAY. 

In  the  name  of  globalization  huge  transnational  corporations,  supported  by 
the  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO),  the  International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF),  and 
the  World  Bank,  are  superseding  the  sovereignty  of  nations  and  imposing  financial 
controls  over  domestic  economies  world-wide.  This  is  fascism  on  a  global  scale. 

The  results  are  well  documented.  Democratic  expression  is  extinguished.  The 
overriding  thrust  for  profits  by  dominant  international  corporations  results  in  the 
exploitation  of  labor,  an  increase  in  poverty,  the  looting  of  national  resources,  damage 
to  the  natural  environment,  and  the  substitution  of  endemic  cultures  and  social  services 
with  imported  commercial  models.  Of  the  hundred  largest  economies  in  the  world, 
fifty-two  are  now  transnational  corporations.  Some  of  the  players  include:  Monsanto, 
Shell,  Archer  Daniels  Midland,  Nestle,  Phillip  Morris,  Coca-Cola,  Nike,  Disney,etc. 

Protest  movements  are  growing  world-wide  as  exploited  people  of  many 
nations  try  to  take  back  their  national  economies  and  the  heritage  of  their  'commons'. 
The  response  by  corporate  and  national  authorities  has  been  suppression  by  force, 
using  the  best  techniques  of  Nazi-style  jack-booted  police  and  militia  units.  But  the 
protests  keep  growing  ( ever  ignored  by  the  corporate  media). 

CALL  TO  ACTION 

If  we  lose  the  battle  against  globalization  (global  fascism)  we  will  have  lost  the 
struggle  that  was  WWII.  Fascism  is  on  the  march.  Again.  Don't  let  it  happen.  Watch 
for  a  PROTEST  RALLY  near  you.  Let  the  Legion  take  the  lead. 

(Note:    Fascism  may  be  defined  as  the  Corporate  State  in  which  all  economic  and  social 
life  is  organized  around  corporations,  under  authoritarian  administration.) 

Wah  Fryers.  17  Mar  2001. 
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Attention:  Veterans  of  WWII. 


Supplement  1. 

COPY 


PI  .AN  OF  ACTION 


OBJECTIVE 

It  is  necessary  to  amend  or  eliminate  the  rules  of  the  World  Trade  Organization 
(WTO)  which  overrule  the  sovereign  rights  of  nations.  Consequently  it  will  be  necessary 
to  amend  or  repeal  treaties  such  as  the  NAFTA  (North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement), 
and  FTAA  (Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas).  Only  in  this  way  can  we  protect 
from  exploitation  by  private  corporations:  our  resources,  labor  rights,  health  care,  our 
public  education  system,  the  environment,  our  social  and  cultural  heritage,  democracy 
itself. 

These  changes  can  be  promoted  by  citizen  participation  in  public  protest  actions. 
The  institutions  of  the  status  quo  are  solidly  lined  up  to  maintain  the  primacy  of  the 
World  Trade  Organization,  the  International  Monetary  Fund  and  the  World  Bank. 
Included  in  support  are  most  levels  of  government,  banks  and  other  financial  institutions, 
many  so-called  right-wing  think-tanks,  most  media,  even  most  churches,  etc. 
Democracy,  it  seems,  must  return  to  the  streets.  Join  the  action. 

PERSONAL  INFLUENCE 

A  majority  of  citizens  are  blissfully  unaware  of  the  contemporary  trends  of 
history.  It  was  so  in  Germany  as  fascism  gained  power  in  the  1930's  and  steered 
that  nation  into  disastrous  WWII.  Time  now  to  prevent  such  trends  and  forces  at 
work  here  from  determining  our  future.  Talk  to  your  family,  friends  and  neighbors. 

SUPPORT  LOCAL  INITIATIVES 

There  are  organizations  active  in  major  centres  that  need  your  support.    One 
such  is  the  Parkland  Institute  of  the  University  of  Alberta.  Its  mandate  is  primarily 
provincial,  but  in  the  contemporary  world  that  interest  must  be  national,  even  global. 
It  publishes  the  Parkland  Post,  a  variety  of  publications  on  globalization  issues, 
corporatism,  etc,  organizes  lectures,  conferences,  etc.  It  is  supported  by  member- 
ships and  sponsors. 

Another  one  is  the  Peoples  Action  Network  in  some  centres.  This  organization 
teaches  about  the  issues  and  trains  citizens  in  non-violent  protest. 

And  of  course  there  are  local  chapters  of  larger  organizations  such  as  the 
Council  of  Canadians,  Canadian  Labor  Congress,  provincial  associations  of  all  kinds,  etc. 

NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  most  effective  organizations  of  all  are  the  national  ones.  Pre-eminent  among 
these  are  the  Council  of  Canadians  (Maude  Barlow)  and  the  Canadian  Centre  for  Policy 
Alternatives  (Judy  Rebick),  both  strategically  located  in  Ottawa.    They  are  widely 
supported  by  memberships  and  donations,  and  publish  regular  bulletins  of  the  research 
done  by  a  variety  of  investigators.  The  COC  has  been  especially  effective  in  helping 
block  the  Multinational  Agreement  on  Investment  (MAI)  and  supporting  protest 
activities  nationally  and  globally.  Support  these  organizations! 
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Hon.  Jean  Chretien, 
Prime  Minister,  Canada. 


February,  2002 


We,  the  undersigned,  approve  of  your  stand  against  the  illegal 
war  mongering  of  the  George  W.  Bush  administration  of  the  USA. 
We  will  support  you  and  the  United  Nations  in  this  effort, 


however  necessary. 


Print  name 


Print  address 
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"NEWAMERICA" 

CAN  SURVIVE 

Y2K 


SURVIVAL  IS  A  CONTINENTAL  ISSUE 

North  America  is  a  physical  entity  with  its  own  means  of  survival.  Consider: 

-  the  complex  of  electrical  grids  spanning  the  continent 

-  the  network  of  gas  pipelines,  continent  wide 

-  the  rail  and  highway  systems  throughout  the  continent 

-  the  range  of  agricultural  lands,  tropical  to  sub-arctic 

-  the  fisheries  that  gird  the  continent 

-  the  array  of  communications  serving  the  continent 

-  the  forests,  the  minerals,  the  lakes  and  rivers,  the  climate 

-  the  workforce,the  factories,  the  schools,  the  families,  the  culture. 
This  is  North  America.  These  are  the  means  whereby  we  live.  It  is  us!  And  it 

ends  at  the  sea.  The  integrity  of  this  structure  must  be  maintained  intact  for  our  continued 
survival,  individually  and  collectively. 

ENERGY  MAKES  THE  WHOLE  THING  WORK 

Energy  is  the  'life  blood'  that  sustains  us.  It  is  the  energy  of  water  power,  natural 
gas,  coal,  hydro-electricity,  nuclear,  and  increasingly  solar,  wind  and  geothermal  energy. 
(Human  energy  is  inconsequential  in  the  total,  and  in  surplus  supply  in  North  America). 
Energy  is  the  measure  and  control  of  the  physical  operations  of  our  society.  Any 
significant  interruption  of  the  flow  of  energy  would  cause  irreversible  damage  to  the  vital 
operations  of  our  society.  This  cannot  be  allowed  to  happen! 

THE  FUTURE  OF  MONETARY  AND  POLITICAL  CONTROLS 

Collapsing  economies,  failing  political  regimes,  and  now  the  crisis  of  Y2K 
present  a  picture  of  failure  in  handling  modem  high-tech  societies.  North  America  is  the 
most  advanced  and  the  most  vulnerable  of  all.  Here  we  can  no  longer  depend  on  politics 
and  business-as-usual  to  handle  a  major  crisis.  An  alternative  mechanism  for  social 
operation  must  be  in  hand. 

THE  TECHNOCRATIC  ALTERNATIVE:  'THE  NEW  AMERICA'* 

Technocracy  proposes  using  energy  rather  than  money  as  the  measure  and  control 
of  social  operations  in  North  America,  providing  at  last  an  equation  between  production 
and  consumption  -  an  abundant  and  secure  life  for  all..  Investigate  Technocracy  -  while 
there  is  still  time!  Contact:  Technocracy  Inc.,2475  Harksell  Dr.,Femdale,WA.  98248; 
or  Technocracy  Inc.,  2946  272  St.,  Aldergrove,B.C.  V4W  3R4.  wf'27/01/1999 
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AN  ECONOMY  ON  "LIFE  SUPPORT" 

The  North  American  Price  System  has  run  its  course.  It  is  no  longer  viable  in  its 
traditional  form.  It  is  now  on  "life  support"  in  a  desperate  attempt  to  extend  its  vital 
functions  a  while  longer. 

The  pyramid  of  debt  has  grown  to  such  proportions  that  it  dominates  the  economy. 
No  longer  is  debt  creation  the  measure  and  means  of  new  growth.  The  accumulated  debt 
must  now  be  sustained  at  whatever  cost  and  by  any  necessary  expediency,  lest  it 
precipitate  a  total  economic  collapse. 

As  a  consequence,  and  in  the  name  of  "private  enterprise",  governments  divest 
themselves  of  due  responsibility,  of  leadership,  and  control,  and  of  expressing  the  national 
will  and  welfare.  With  venal  resort  to  lotteries  and  casisnos  they  seek  to  service  and 
validate  their  debts. 


Beggars  abound,  more  than  in  any  society  in  history.  Not  just  the  street  people, 
increasing  as  they  are  in  number.  Not  just  the  Food  Bank  supplicants,  in  their  legions.  But 
also  the  thousands  of  charities  and  non-profit  organizations  that  solicit  money  by  mail  and 
phone  and  door-to-door,  trying  to  cover  over  the  derelictions  of  a  failing  society.  It  is 
failing  for  the  poor,  the  sick,  the  environment,  the  arts,  education,  even  for  the 
applications  and  advancement  of  science.  The  "touch"  is  made  in  the  name  of  charity, 
morality,  humanity,  progress,  the  future,  children,  welfare  mothers,  whatever.  The 
"touch"  is  made  especially  to  the  middle  class  "volunteer  taxpayer"  who  has  been 
persuaded  it  is  the  only  possible  way  to  go    The  government  is  thereby  exempted  fi"om  its 
role  of  governance,  and  the  economy  fi^om  its  responsibilities  to  all  citizens. 

And  then  there  is  inflation.  Inflation  has  been  institutionalized! .  It  is  now  built  in. 
In  less  sophisticated  societies  the  debt  "train"  is  ridden  to  the  point  of  collapse,  at  which 
point  catastrophic  inflation  destroys  the  debt  structure  and  the  currency.  A  new  cycle  of 
debt  creation  with  a  new  currency  can  then  begin.  Not  so  here.  Managed  inflation  of  2% 
or  3%  achieves  the  same  objects,  without  the  sudden  collapse.  Old  debt  is  reduced  in 
value  and  retired.  Money  is  devalued  slowly  but  inexorably.  In  its  train  are  the  usual 
consequences  of  a  failing  economy:  casualties  of  lost  income,  burgeoning  brankruptcies, 
family  breakdown,  emergence  of  a  predatory  class  of  opportunists  preying  on  a  larger 
class  of  vulnerable  citizenry,  while  politicians  fiddle  with  paliatives  and  promises. 

When  a  domestic  economy  falters,  as  ours  has  done  over  the  last  couple  of 
decades,  investment  money  looks  desperately  for  new  places  to  invest.  If  trade  barriers 
permit,  this  money  can  begin  flowing  off-shore.  This  is  part  of  the  foreign  trade  operation, 

and  is  nothing  new.  The  British  Empire  grew  mightily  on  this  process for  a  time.  Now, 

under  the  flag  of  "globalism"  and  liberalized  trade  rules,  the  modern  industrial  nations  are 

having  a  vigorous  revival  of  investment  opportunities for  a  time!  But  domestic 

problems  persist.  The  expanded  trade  benefits  investors,  and  traders,  and  others  by  the 
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"trickle  down"  process.  But  intractable  problems  of  unemployment,  poverty  and  all  their 
consequences  remain. 

Even  more  "hyped"  than  "globalism"  are  the  concepts  of  "private  enterprise"  and 
the  "market  economy".  These  have  long  been  regarded  as  the  enduring  principles  for 
sustaining  a  successful  economy.  These,  indeed,  are  the  vaunted  "freedoms"  of  the  past, 
the  days  of  "laissez  faire"  economics.  But  the  continuing  crisis  of  debt  has  drastically 
changed  the  application  of  these  concepts. 

No  longer  can  the  banking  system  be  allowed  to  struggle  in  a  totally  free  market 
economy    Instead,  manipulated  interest  rates,  "fabricated"  inflation,  write-offs  for  bad 
debts,  new  service  charges,  guarantees,  and  other  such  measures  now  preserve  the 
profitability  of  the  banking  system.  That  is  what  Central  Banks  must  do. 

Unregulated  and  uninhibited  freedom  of  private  enterprise  is  reserved  for  smaller 
initiatives,  where  it  often  becomes  the  freedom  to  go  bankrupt  in  increasing  numbers. 

There  are  many  "fixes"  for  a  failing  economy,  paliatives  to  ease  the  pain,  and  pacify 
the  casualties.  Such  are  the  food  banks,  the  charities,  make-work  projects,  subsidized 
training  programs,  welfare  support,  and  so  on.  These  serve  to  stabilize  the  status  quo. 
But  perhaps  the  most  stultifying  force  against  any  fundamental  change  is  due  to  the 
influence  of  the  media:  TV,  radio,  newspapers,  magazines,  etc.  As  described  by  linguist 
Noam  Chomsky,  this  is  a  case  of  "Manufacturing  Consent"  (the  title  of  his  book). 

So  there  are  many  and  devious  ways  in  which  a  faltering  economy  can  be 
sustained  and  social  stability  maintained.  No  revolutionary  change  of  direction  is  likely  or 
even  possible  in  an  economy  as  massive  and  complex  as  the  North  American  Price  System, 
short  of  an  epochal  collapse.  This  may  not  be  imminent,  but  neither  is  it  remote.  It  is 
inevitable. 


begin 

24  Dec  96 


When  it  does  happen,  the  construction  of  a  Technocracy  in  North  America  can 

Walt  Fryers. 
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To  Citizen  Activists: 
TAKE  A  CANADIAN  FLAG 

WITH  YOU 
You  are  of  the  flesh  and  blood  of 
this  nation  in  War  and  in  Peace 
Not  the  parliament,  not  the  judiciary, 
not  the  business  corporations; 
you  are! 


IT  IS 
NOT  ABOUT 

TRADE. 
IT  IS  ABOUT 


The  World  Trade  Organization 
is  an  apparition  of  international 
finance  and  its  allies.  It  is  not 
a  part  of  or  protected  by  the 
United  Nations  charter  nor  by 
the  UN  Charter  of  Rights.  But 
you  and  your  nation  are! 


WHO 


IS  GOING  TO 


RUN  THIS  COUNTRY 


AND 


Re-affirm  Canada's  national 
sovereignty.  Arm  and  protect 
yourself  with  the  flag  and  our 
charter  of  rights  &  freedoms. 


FOR 


WHOSE  BENEFIT. 


You  are  the  patriots! 


TRADE:  YES.   WTO:  NO. 
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Dont  rejoice  in  his  defeat,  you  men. 

For  though  the  world  stood  up  and  stopped  the  bastard. 

The  bitch  that  bore  him  is  in  heat  again.     Bertolt  Brecht. 


[    COPY] 

[        for       ] 
[distribution  ] 


11515  39  Av., 
Edmonton,  AB 
T6J  0M5 

26  March  2001 


Dominion  Command, 
Royal  Canadian  Legion, 
359  Kent  St., 
Ottawa,  ON  K2P  0R7 


Sirs: 


see  fit. 


The  attached  paper  is  submitted  for  your  attention  and  further  action  as  you 


The  Legion  is  seen  as  the  primary  patriotic  organization  in  the  country.  It  is 
therefore  fitting  to  have  the  subject  matter  of  the  paper  brought  to  its  attention,  in-as- 
much  as  the  sovereignty  of  Canada  is  deemed  to  be  in  peril. 

The  veterans  of  World  War  n  are  an  aging  and  fast  diminishing  group,  but 
there  are  those  among  them  who  will  respond  to  this  challenge  when  it  is  presented 
to  them.  To  those  few  I  suggest,  if  equal  to  it,  that  they  appear  with  the  protesters 
in  full  Legion  regalia  (To  non-veterans  I  am  suggesting  they  carry  a  small  Canadian 
flag.)  For  these  are  the  true  patriots  Let  the  Legion  and  the  Legionnaires  speak  out, 
before  it  is  too  late.    Canada,  as  an  independent  nation,  is  at  stake.  The  time  to  take 
a  stand  is  now! 

I  am  a  25  year  member  of  the  Legion,  in  the  Strathcona  Branch,  No.  150. 

Fraternally  Yours, 

Walter  Fryers. 


A  nation  that  forgets  its  past,  is  doomed  to  repeat  it,  Winston  Churchill. 
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Attention 


VETERANS 

OF 

WORLD  WAR  n 

(and  contemporaries) 
RRMFMBER: 

It  was  the  war  against  the  fascist  Germany/Italy  axis,  and  Japan.  It  was  the  war 
to  save  democracy  from  the  authoritarian  corporate-state  model  -fascism. 

Fifty-five  million  people  died.  The  devastation  of  lives  and  property  was  beyond 
calculation. 

It  appeared  in  1945  that  we  had  won  the  war  against  fascism.  But  now  we  stand 
to  lose  it. 


TODAY: 

In  the  name  of  globalization  huge  transnational  corporations,  supported  by 
the  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO),  the  International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF),  and 
the  World  Bank,  are  superseding  the  sovereignty  of  nations  and  imposing  financial 
controls  over  domestic  economies  world-wide.  This  is  fascism  on  a  global  scale. 

The  results  are  well  documented.  Democratic  expression  is  extinguished.  The 
overriding  thrust  for  profits  by  dominant  international  corporations  results  in  the 
exploitation  of  labor,  an  increase  in  poverty,  the  looting  of  national  resources,  damage 
to  the  natural  environment,  and  the  substitution  of  endemic  cultures  and  social  services 
with  imported  commercial  models.  Of  the  hundred  largest  economies  in  the  world, 
fifty-two  are  now  transnational  corporations.  Some  of  the  players  include:  Monsanto, 
Shell,  Archer  Daniels  Midland,  Nestle,  Phillip  Morris,  Coca-Cola,  Nike,  Disney ,etc. 

Protest  movements  are  growing  world-wide  as  exploited  people  of  many 
nations  try  to  take  back  their  national  economies  and  the  heritage  of  their  'commons'. 
The  response  by  corporate  and  national  authorities  has  been  suppression  by  force, 
using  the  best  techniques  of  Nazi-style  jack-booted  police  and  militia  units.  But  the 
protests  keep  growing  ( ever  ignored  by  the  corporate  media). 

CALL  TO  ACTION 

If  we  lose  the  battle  against  globalization  (global  fascism)  we  will  have  lost  the 
struggle  that  was  WWn.  Fascism  is  on  the  march.  Again.  Don't  let  it  happen.  Watch 
for  a  PROTEST  RALLY  near  you.  Let  the  Legion  take  the  lead 

(Note:    Fascism  may  be  defined  as  the  Corporate  State  in  which  aD  economic  and  social 
life  is  organized  around  corporations,  under  authoritarian  administration.) 

Wah  Fryers.  17  Mar  2001. 
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Attention:  Veterans  of  WWII. 
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PLAN  QF  ACTION 


OBJECTIVE 

It  is  necessary  to  amend  or  eliminate  the  rules  of  the  World  Trade  Organization 
(WTO)  which  overrule  the  sovereign  rights  of  nations.  Consequently  it  will  be  necessary 
to  amend  or  repeal  treaties  such  as  the  NAFTA  (North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement), 
and  FTAA  (Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas).  Only  in  this  way  can  we  protect 
from  exploitation  by  private  corporations:  our  resources,  labor  rights,  health  care,  our 
public  education  system,  the  environment,  our  social  and  cultural  heritage,  democracy 
itself 

These  changes  can  be  promoted  by  citizen  participation  in  public  protest  actions. 
The  institutions  of  the  status  quo  are  solidly  lined  up  to  maintain  the  primacy  of  the 
World  Trade  Organization,  the  International  Monetary  Fund  and  the  World  Bank. 
Included  in  support  are  most  levels  of  government,  banks  and  other  financial  institutions, 
many  so-called  right-wing  think-tanks,  most  media,  even  most  churches,  etc. 
Democracy,  it  seems,  must  return  to  the  streets.  Join  the  action. 

PERSONAL  INFLUENCE 

A  majority  of  citizens  are  blissfully  unaware  of  the  contemporary  trends  of 
history.  It  was  so  in  Germany  as  fascism  gained  power  in  the  1930's  and  steered 
that  nation  into  disastrous  WWII.  Time  now  to  prevent  such  trends  and  forces  at 
work  here  from  determining  our  future.  Talk  to  your  family,  friends  and  neighbors. 

SUPPORT  LOCAL  INITIATIVES 

There  are  organizations  active  in  major  centres  that  need  your  support.    One 
such  is  the  Parkland  Institute  of  the  University  of  Alberta.  Its  mandate  is  primarily 
provincial,  but  in  the  contemporary  world  that  interest  must  be  national,  even  global. 
It  publishes  the  Parkland  Post,  a  variety  of  publications  on  globalization  issues, 
corporatism,  etc,  organizes  lectures,  conferences,  etc.  It  is  supported  by  member- 
ships and  sponsors. 

Another  one  is  the  Peoples  Action  Network  in  some  centres.  This  organization 
teaches  about  the  issues  and  trains  citizens  in  non-violent  protest. 

And  of  course  there  are  local  chapters  of  larger  organizations  such  as  the 
Council  of  Canadians,  Canadian  Labor  Congress,  provincial  associations  of  all  kinds,  etc. 

NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  most  effective  organizations  of  all  are  the  national  ones.  Pre-eminent  among 
these  are  the  Council  of  Canadians  (Maude  Barlow)  and  the  Canadian  Centre  for  Policy 
Alternatives  (Judy  Rebick),  both  strategically  located  in  Ottawa.    They  are  widely 
supported  by  memberships  and  donations,  and  publish  regular  bulletins  of  the  research 
done  by  a  variety  of  investigators.  The  COC  has  been  especially  effective  in  helping 
block  the  Multinational  Agreement  on  Investment  (MAI)  and  supporting  protest 
activities  nationally  and  globally.  Support  these  organizations! 


Attention:  Veterans  of  WWII 
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THE  DECISIVE  BATTLE  OF  WORT.D  WAR  TTT  *> 

INTRODUCTION 

It  is  on  now!  You  didn't  notice?  That  is  because  this  war  is  not  being  waged  by 
force  of  arms.  It  is  being  played  out  on  paper:  in  corporate  board  rooms,  in  stock 
exchanges,  in  financial  institutions,  in  parliaments  and  legislatures,  in  business  oligopolies, 
in  court  room  encounters,  in  "think  tank"  enclaves,  in  the  media,  in  other  words  in  all  the 
establishments  and  institutions  involved  in  the  operations  and  consequences  of  foreign  and 
domestic  trade  and  international  finance.  It  is  the  'war'  to  impose  the  Multilateral 
Agreement  on  Investments  upon  the  unsuspecting  public  of  many  nations. 

At  issue:  Shall  the  sovereignty  of  nations  be  taken  over  by  global  corporations  in  a 
new  form  of  global  fascism:  or  shall  the  role  of  national  governance  be  restored,  enhanced 
and  maintained 

Conventional  wars  have  been  fought  for  economic  gain,  for  territorial  acquisition, 
ideological  dominance,  for  ethnic  superiority,  and  so  on    This  war  is  being  fought  for  the 
advantage  of  transnational  corporations  and  the  financial  interests  they  represent.  The 
penalty  for  the  losing  countries  in  this  war  will  be  comparable  to  the  losers  in  conventional 
wars.  If  the  proposed  MAI  treaties  are  enacted  subject  nations  could  suffer:  damaged 
environments,  set-backs  in  heahh  and  welfare,  constraints  on  labor  rights,  loss  of 
democratic  fi-eedoms,  cultural  deprivation,  and  loss  of  national  identity.  . 

The  fortune  of  war  turns  in  most  cases  on  a  decisive  battle:  fi^om  the  battle  of 
Marathon  (490  B.C  )  to  the  battle  of  Waterloo  (1815)  to  the  battle  of  Midway  (1942),  to 
name  three  of  the  many  The  decisive  battle  of  this  World  War  III  may  well  rest  upon  the 
outcome  of  the  projected  Treaty  on  the  Multilateral  Agreement  on  Investments,  the  MAI, 
It  appears  that  hot  war  is  no  longer  necessary  to  conquer  nations. 

PRELIMINARY  SKIRMISHES  -  FTA  WTO  NAFTA 


Trade  between  tribes  and  nations  is  older  than  history    It  is  normal  commerce: 
simply  a  fair  exchange  of  goods  and  services    In  the  past,  though,  it  has  often  been 
imposed  with  force  of  arms  when  one  party  seeks  to  exploit  the  advantage  of  superior 
strength.  Today  multinational  corporations  with  vast  accumulations  of  capital  at  their 
disposal  seek  to  exploit  the  advantage  that  the  modem  marketplace  offers  them.  But  not 
content  with  a  fair  exchange  of  goods  and  services,  they  seek  to  conquer  the  restrictions 
of  national  sovereignty  with  overriding  treaties  allowing  them  global  fi^eedom  to  exploit 
profitable  enterprise  fi^ee  of  national  borders  and  national  interests. 
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FT  A  (1989) 

The  Canada-US  Free  Trade  Agreement  (FT A)  took  effect  1  January  1989, 
against  the  will  of  the  majority  of  Canadians  It  was  far  more  than  a  simple  treaty  to  free 
up  tariffs  and  extend  GATT.  It  promoted  a  'level  playing  field'  between  the  elephant 
(U.S.)  and  the  mouse,  (Canada),  resulting  in  the  overwhelming  and  progessive  dominance 
of  American  economic  power  in  many  sectors  of  the  Canadian  economy    "Even  before  the 

FT  A  Canada  had  the  highest  level  of  foreign  ownership  of  any  country  in  the  worid In 

the  first  three  years  of  the  FTA  Canada  lost  1.4  million  jobs,  including  500,000 
manufacturing  jobs,  over  25%  of  its  entire  manufacturing  sector    (In  the  same  period  the 
U.S.  lost  only  6%  of  its  manufacturing  base.)  All  the  while  increasing  amounts  of  our 
rapidly  dwindling  non-renewable  resources  are  pouring  south  across  the  border  at  fire  sale 


pnces 
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"In  reality  the  FTA  was  only  superficially  about  trade    It  was  primarily  about 
investment.  The  Americans  wanted  guaranteed  access  to  our  resources  and  our  industries 
-  all  of  our  industries.  We  held  out  on  a  couple  of  fronts,  including  cultural  industries 

"With  the  FTA,  President  Ronal  Reagan  accomplished  with  one  stroke  of  the  pen 
what  Amercian  armies  had  been  unable  to  do  in  1776  and  1812    He  conquered 
Canada."  ** 

NAFTA  (1994) 

The  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  of  1 994  extended  the  geographical 
scope  of  the  FTA  to  include  Mexico,  "...the  cornerstones  of  NAFTA  and  the  FTA  are  its 
investment  codes    In  turn,  these  investment  codes  constitute  a  bill  of  rights  and  freedoms 
for  transnational  corporations.  Through  national  treatment  clauses  and  provisions  for  the 
elimination  of  job  content  requirements,  export  quotas  and  foreign  investment  measures, 
these  codes  have  enormously  increased  the  power  of  transnational  corporations  over  our 
economic,  social  and  environmental  fiature"  ***  Most  Canadians  don't  know  what  is  in 
these  treaties. 


As  Clayton  Yeutter,  the  Chief  US  Trade  Representative,  stated  in  1987:"The 
Canadians  don't  know  what  they  have  signed.  In  twenty  years  they  will  be  sucked  into  the 
US.  economy  "  It  is  a  take-over  now  taking  place  by  buy-outs  of  Canadian  business  and 
industry  by  foreign  corporations.  "In  1997,  97.5  per  cent  of  the  $21.2  billion  (in  foreign 
investment)  went  for  acquisitions,  and  a  meagre  2.5  per  cent  constituted  new  foreign 

business  investment About  40  per  cent  of  the  top  500  corporations  in  Canada  are 

already  foreign-controlled  ."**** 
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WTO  (199$) 

"Initially,  the  European  Commission  (EC)  had  proposed  that  a  gobal  investment 
treaty  be  developed  as  the  centrepiece  of  the  new  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO).  But 
the  US.  feared  that  opposition  from  developing  countries  in  the  WTO  would  'water  down' 

any  consensus  that  might  be  reached  on  an  investment  treaty The  U.S.  therefore 

decided  that  the  best  way  to  achieve  a  'high  standard'  investment  treaty  was  to  negotiate  it 
through  the  rich  nations'  club  of  the  OECD."  *' 
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MAI  (????) 

Paul  Hellyer,  former  Canadian  caabinet  minister,  writes  in  his  booklet:  "THE 
EVIL  EMPIRE"  (1997);  "...The  MAI  is,  in  reality,  a  bill  of  rights  for  international  banks 
and  global  corporations.  Someone  dubbed  it  "NAFTA'  on  steroids  Its  purpose  is  to 
provide  risk-free  and  problem-free  opportunities  for  international  corporations  -  benefits 

gained  at  the  expense  of  national  sovereignty  and  national  advantage The  MAI  grants  to 

citizens  and  corporations  of  all  29-member  countries  of  the  OECD  'citizen  status'  in  host 
countries.  Consequently,  they  can  never  be  discriminated  against  by  any  government  at 
any  level,  on  any  account,  such  as  their  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  citizens  of  the  host 
country  .  Serving  the  interests  of  the  host  country  is  deemed  to  be  'protectionist'  and 
consequently  prohibited." 

The  rules  set  out  in  FT  A  and  NAFTA  will  be  included  and  augmented  in  MAI 
These  rights  of  transnational  corporations  are  listed  in  abbrevated  form  in  Appendix  A. 
Further,  the  application  of  these  rules  is  to  be  extended  to  provinces  and  municipalities 
and  the  abrogation  period  extended  from  six  months  to  twenty  years  Once  enacted  there 
will  be  virtually  no  escape.  Paul  Hellyer's  'Evil  Empire'  will  be  de  facto. 

The  MAI  can  be  stopped  by  a  massive  rallying  of  the  citizens  of  many  countries. 
Such  action  is  underway.  The  ratification  of  MAI  by  various  national  governments  would 
take  some  months,  so  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  opposition  will  be  successfiil  in  this 
action    That  may  defer,  but  will  not  necesssarily  end,  the  threat  of  the  takeover  of 
national  sovereignties  by  global  corporations.  The  vast  accumulations  of  capital  which  are 
the  empowerment  of  the  transnational  corporations  will  seek  new  venues  for  expression 
until  at  last  a  final  collapse  -  a  great  depression  -  deprives  them  of  power. 

If  such  an  eventuality  comes  to  pass,  a  new  order  of  men's  affairs  will  arise  in 
America.  It  could  then  be  the  time  of  a  Technocracy! 


22  Feb  98 


Walt  Fryers. 


*  Citizens  Concerned  About  Free  Trade,  "The  Fight  For  Canada  Goes  On". 
**  Hellyer,  Paul:  "The  Evil  Empire",  1997.p  85  . 
***Clarke,Tony,  "The  Corporate  RuleTreaty",  April  1997,  pi. 
****Hurtig,  Mel:  Globe  &  Mail  Commentary.  5  April  98:  "How  Much  of  Canada  Do 
We  Want  To  Sell". 
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APPENDIX  A 
THE  MAI  HAS  WRITTEN  INTO  ITS  DETAILED  DRAFT  ARTICLES  THE  RIGHTS 
OF  TRANSNATIONAL  CORPORATIONS:** 


to  export  their  commodities  or  services  across  all  borders  to  other  societies'  markets 
with  no  conditions  attached, 

to  unilaterally  purchase  and  own  any  structure  or  productive  capacity  of  any  other 

signatory  nation  with  no  requirement  to  sustain  its  viability  ,  employment  level  or 
location  in  the  home  country, 

to  own  any  saleable  natural  resource  of  other  countries  and  to  have  national  right  to  any 
concession,  licence  or  authorization  to  extract  its  oil,  forest,  mineral  or  other 
resources  with  no  oblgation  to  sustain  these  resources,  or  to  use  them  in  the 
interest  of  the  host  society, 

to  bid  for  and  own  any  privatized  public  infrastructure,  social  good  or  cuhural  trans- 
mission without  any  limit  of  foreign  control  permitted  by  law; 

to  have  access  to  any  domestic  government  grant,  loan,  tax  incentive  or  subsidy  with  the 
same  rights  as  any  domestic  firm,  with  no  means  test,  locale  requirement  or  public- 
interest  distinction  permitted, 

to  be  fi"ee  of  any  and  all  performance  requirements  of  job  creation,  domestic  purchase  of 
goods,  import/export  reciprocation,  and  technology  or  knowledge  transfer  to  the 
host  society, 

to  repel  as  illegal  any  national  standards  of  human  rights,  labor  rights  or  environmental 
protection  on  goods  produced  in  and  imported  from  other  regions  or  nations." 
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THE  KISS 

OK,  we're  seniors.  That  means  we  have  probably  had  our  share  of  kisses,  hugs, 
and  intimate  moments  of  every  kind.  Such  memories  are  very  personal,  very  private.  If 
one  were  asked  for  the  most  memorable  moment,  the  most  treasured  episode  of  love,  each 
of  us  would  remember  and  cherish  a  particular  occasion,  all  the  rest  fading  and 
forgotten.  What  a  collection  of  eroticism  that  would  be.  Hardly  su  itable  for  family 
viewing,  as  they  say  onTV.  But  right  now  I  would  share  with  you  my  memory  of  The 
Kiss. 

It  was  a  dull  and  wintery  morning  in  Winnipeg.  People  going  to  work,  all  bundled 
up.  I  joined  the  group  waiting  for  a  street  car  at  my  stop.  It  was  a  busy  steet  and  a  main 
line,  so  the  stop  was  a  Safety  Island,  next  to  the  tracks.  I  was  on  my  way  to  an  early  class 
at  the  University.  Between  the  weather  and  the  prospect  of  a  lecture  on  Physics,my 
mood  was  numb,  if  not  depressed. 

But  wait!  Waiting  there  too  was  my  girl  friend.  Life  suddenly  brightened  up.  I 
was  quickly  by  her  side,  and  her  smile  turned  a  dull  day  into  a  romantic  moment    Just  then 
a  sweeper  car  came  along  with  the  rotating  broom  in  front  clearng  last  night'snow  and 
creating  a  mighty  cloud  of  snow  which  quickly  enveloped  us.  For  just  a  couple  of 
moments  we  were  isolated  from  the  world,  alone  in  a  shower  of  snow.  Automatically  we 
embraced  and  kissed,  no  word  being  spoken.  And  just  as  suddenly  the  sweeper  was  gone 
and  the  cloud  of  snow  cleared  ,  and  we  again  became  just  two  more  people  on  the  way  to 
work,  waiting  for  a  streetcar.  But  the  memory  lingers  on  :  It  was  the  kiss  to  remember. 


15  JAN  1997 


Wah  Fryers 
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I  Qandestine  lunch  with  husband  exciting 


I  have  a  friend  who,  every 
Friday,  carries  on  a  clandes- 
tine luncheon  with  her  own 
husband. 

She  drives  her  car  into 
town  and  he  drives  his.  They 
?  meet  at  some  obscure  little 
,  restaurant,  get  a  table  in  the 
i  rear  where  th«y  hold  hands 
{  and  stare  lovingly  into  one 
'.  another's  eyes.  In  the  park- 
^  irfg  lot!  after  their  tryst,  they 
I  kiss  goodbye  and  she  whis- 
f  pers,  "I'll  try  to  make  it 
next  Friday." 

When  I  told  my  husband 
about  it,  he  laughed  until  he 
j  snorted.  "How  bored  can  a 
\  woman  get?'  he  snickered. 
I  "So  bored  she  would  meet 
V  Walter  Brennan  without  his 
*  teeth  ...  at  McDonald's  .  .  . 
and  go  dutch." 

"Who  do  you  know  that 
desperate?" 

"Me,"  I  said.  "Every 
iroman  has  to  romanticize 
her  manage,"  I  explained. 
"It's  w  0  m  a  n  's  nature  to 
crave  the  excitement  and  the 
stimulation  that  lured  her  to 
marriage  in  the  first  place, 
^y  don't  we  do  it?" 

"I'd  feel  like  a  fool,"  he 

said.  Then,  sensing  my  dis- 

appointmenthe  added, 

g,/'Okay,  I'll  meet  you  at  Er- 

^"nie's  Eats  next  Friday." 

*      I  dressed  carefully  on  Fri- 

!day  feeling  a  bit  foolish,  yet 
with    a    certain    sense    erf 
wickedness.  I  parked  the  car 
.  and  ran  to  him.  He  looked  at 
^  me  intently.  "What  are  you 
thinking?"  I  asked  softly. 
"I   was  wcmdering   if  you 


brought  your  American  Ex- 
press card.  If  you  didn't 
we'll  have  to  go  to  the  Beer 
and  Bloat  Palace  across 
from  the  office.  They  cash 
checks  on  Friday." 

"You  devil,  you,"  I  count- 
ered. "You  m  u  s  t  n  't  say 
things  like  that  until  we're 
alone." 

"What  happened  to  the 
fender?"  he  .  said,  "Another 
parking  metier  run  out  in 
front  of  you?" 

"We  do  have  to  stop  meet- 


ing like  this."  I  said.  "Every 
week  I  say  I  am  not  coming, 
but  whra  Friday  comes  I  am 
helpless." 

"Are  your  corns  bothering 
you  again?  You  don't  look 
too  good  under  the  eyes. 
Like  maybe  you  ought  to  get 
'the  load  off  your  feet." 

"It's    eye    makeup,     pre- 
cious.  Just  for  you.   Notice 
anything  else  different  about 
me?" 
f     "You  sewed  the  button  on 
your  coat.  ' 
^      "The   perfume,   you   mad- 
cap.  I  won't  wear  it   again 
■  unless    you   promise   to   be- 
have yourself." 
"What'll    you    have?"    be 
r  asked,    opening    the    menu, 
{■''Unless  you're  too  in  love  to 
f  eat."  I 

{      "Are  you  crazy?"  I  asked,' 

(grabbing  the  menu.  "Make  it 
two  hamburgers,  an  order  of 
onion  rings,  a  double  malt 
and  banana  cream  pie." 

I  can't  figure  out  how  sex 
symbols  stay  so  thin. 
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THE  TECHNOCRATIC  ALTERNATIVE 

The  Multilateral  Agreement  for  Investments  (MAI)  is  but  the  latest  in  a  series  of  threats  and 
take-overs  of  national  sovereignties.  Preceding  the  MAI  were  the  FreeTrade  Agreement  (FTA)  and  the 
North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA).  It  has  been  widely  recognized  and  well  established 
that  these  treaties  were  more  about  providing  freedom  to  transnational  investment  interests  than  simply 
facilitating  fair  trade.  The  net  effect  is  the  handing  over  of  national  soveregnty  to  private  corporations. 
National  governments  lose  the  power  to  govern.  Nations  lose  control  of  culture,  environment,  labor  laws, 
social  support  services,  health,  education,  agriculture,  and  resources.  And  now  with  the  patenting  of  genetic 
resources  even  the  control  of  the  native  gene  pool  is  lost  to  private  corporations,  first  for    agriculture  and 
eventually  for who  knows  what  other  life  forms? 

The  MAI,  NAFTA  and  FTA  are  but  symptoms  of  a  continuing  process.  The  defeat  of  MAI, 
and  the  repeal  of  NAFTA  and  FTA  will  not  end  the  threat  to  national  sovereignties  as  long  as  the  huge 
accumulations  of  capital  roam  the  world  looking  for  opportunities  to  exploit  nations  and  peoples.  The 
global  concept,  so  widely  promoted  these  days,  is  essentially  an  investment  scheme  and  a  power  play. 
It  should  not  be  confused  with  normal  off-shore  trade  The  devolution  of  power  from  nations  to  private 
corporations  is  intrinsic  to  the  maturing  Price  System  as  it  tries  to  extend  its  life  and  avoid  collapse. 
Treating  the  symptoms,  even  if  possible,  may  have  a  palliative  effect,  but  can  be  no  cure.  . 

North  America  has  an  option.  This  continent,  with  its  unmatched  resources,  its  integrated  high 
technology  structure,  can  move  on  to  a  new  order  of  civilization  -  to  a  society  based  not  on  the  prices  and 
values  of  scarcity,  but  to  a  society  based  on  our  physical  capacity  to  produce  and  distribute  -  an  economy 
of  abundance.  The  measure  of  a  modem  society  is  in  its  energy  conversion  rate,  per  capita  (the  energy  that 
makes  the  wheels  go  round,  not.  human  energy).  By  this  measure,  America  is  preeminent,  exceeding 
200,000  Kg.Cal./capita/day. 

The  design  of  such  a  society  -  based  on  energy,  not  money  -  is  termed  a  TECHNOCRACY.  It  is 
a  design  dictated  by  the  inexorable  advance  of  science  and  technology.  But  the  growth  of  corporatism  and 
the  threat  of  global  fascism  can  delay  this  promise  of  a  new  society  if  we  let  it.  You  can  help  prevent  that: 

JOIN  TECHNOCRACY  NOW! 


10  Nov  1998 


Walter  Fryers 
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BOOK  REVIEW 

"Technopoly" 
by  Neil  Postman 


With  his  book  of  that  title,  published  in  1992,  Neil  Postman  has  coined  the  new 
word:  "Technopoly".  It  is  not  yet  listed  in  any  dictionary  in  the  public  library. 

In  the  book  he  defines  it,  vaguely,  in  several  places.  On  p. 48  he  states: 

"Technopoly is  totalitarian  technocracy".  On  pp.71  -  72  he  explains:  "Technopoly  is  a 

state  of  culture.  It  consists  of  the  deification  of  technology".  On  p. 79  he  adds:   "...they 
make  no  moral  decisions,  only  practical  ones.  This  is  still  another  way  of  defining 
Technopoly"    (He  capitalizes  the  word  Technopoly'  but  not  'technocracy'.) 


He  further  states,  p. 48,  that: 
become  a  Technopoly". 


the  United  States  is  the  only  culture  to  have 


The  theme  of  the  book,  as  I  understand  it,  is  a  lament  that  our  culture  is  changing 
and  yielding  to  advancing  technology.  He  would  prefer  to  see  culture  sustained  and 
taking  priority  over  technology.  He  fears  that  cultural  traditions  are  destroyed  and  society 
itself  is  becoming  rootless  in  the  face  of  technological  change. 

In  defence  of  his  own  position  Postman  makes  his  own  unique  construction  of 
history,  interpreting  it  as  progressive  stages  in  the  building  of  a  technocracy.  On  p.  3 1  he 
finds  the  astronomer  Kepler  ( 1 57 1  - 1 630):  " . .  taking  the  first  significant  step  toward  the 
conception  of  a  technocracy."    Then  on  p.35:  "Francis  Bacon,  born  in  1561,  was  the  first 
man  of  the  technocratic  age."  In  effect  he  has  recast  history  in  terms  of  his  own  definition 
of  "technocracy",  overriding  all  other  classifications  of  social  organization.  By  the  1800's, 
he  concluded,  "The  Western  world  had  become  a  technocracy  from  which  there  could  be 
no  turning  back." 

Whereas  other  historians  might  describe  the  progression  of  the  modem  world  in 
simple  terms  of  developing  science  and  technology.  Postman  prefers  the  power-loaded 
designation  'technocracy'.  So  enamoured  is  he  of  this  term  that  he  uses  it  some  60  times, 
and  the  related  terms  'technocrat'  and  'technocratic'  about  another  10  times. 


Neil  Postman,  by  profession,  is  a  "communications  theorist"  at  New  York 
University.  He  is  therefore  a  specialist  in  semantics,  the  meanings  of  words;  and  in 
etymology,  the  origins  of  words;  and  m  philology,  the  history  of  written  records;  and  in 
epistemology,  the  study  of  origins  of  knowledge.  Yet  he  does  not  deal  with  the  origin, 
meaning,  and  development  of  the  word  he  so  often  uses:  technocracy. 
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It  would  be  an  impossibility  for  a  scholar  such  as  he  to  avoid  contact  with  the 
origins  and  significance  of  the  modern  term  technocracy  and  with  Technocracy  Inc.  and 
the  body  of  thought  developed  by  Howard  Scott  and  his  associates  in  the  early  part  of  this 
century..  But  neither  the  index  nor  the  text  of  this  book  contain  any  reference  to  such. 

Neil  Postman's  purposeful  exclusion  of  this  aspect  of  his  subject  matter  condemns 
his  integrity  and  competence  as  an  academic,  and  reduces  his  work  to  the  polemics  of  a 
propagandist  with  a  special  interest  in  distorting  history,  past  and  present,  to  suit  his 
special  purpose,  the  propagation  of  his  new  word  and  concept:  Technopoly. 

Neil  Postman's  lament  will  be  of  no  avail.  Culture  will  continue  to  change  and 
adapt  to  the  inexorable  advance  of  science  and  technology.  It  always  has  and  always  will. 
It  can  not  be  otherwise.  However  those  cherished  roots  that  he  so  values  will  not  be  lost. 
That  very  same  science  and  technology  now  provide  the  means  to  preserve  the  records 
and  substance  of  cultures  past  as  never  before,  even  to  re-creating  them  in  virtual  reality. 

Schools  and  educational  curriculae  are  'technologies'  that  Postman  examines  in 
some  detail  in  the  hope  they  will  preserve  our  cultural  heritage.  Even  more  important,  in 
my  view,  will  be  their  role  in  helping,  not  hindering,  our  cultural  adaptation  to  our  fast 
changing  world. 

Postman's  contribution  in  this  book  is  not  helpfiil! 

27  July  1 997.  Walter  Fryers. 
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WHAT  IF? 

Life  is  a  series  of  what  ifs.   Some  serious    Some  trivial.  What  if  I  had  married 
someone  else?  What  if  I  had  had  a  different  name?  What  if  I  had  studied  harder  and  been 
an  honors  student?  What  if  I  had  been  taller,  or  shorter?  What  if  I  had  been  in  that 
terrible  accident  that  we  drove  by?  What  if  I  had  been  on  that  plane  that  crashed?  What  if 
there  hadn't  been  a  World  War  II,  or  a  Great  Depression?  Where  would  I  be  now?  I 
think  we  all  have  reflections  like  that,  especially  as  we  grow  older.    I  know  I  have. 

As  I  said,  some  are  trivial,  the  stuff  of  dreams.  Some  are  more  serious,  involving 
the  concept  of  death.  For  instance,  I'll  use  one  of  my  own. 

During  World  War  II I  was  stationed  at  Currie  Field  Calgary,  supplying  weather 
services  to  No.  3  Service  Flying  Training  School.  Towards  the  end  of  the  war  I  saw  an 
opportunity  to  take  a  trip  north  to  Whitehorse  in  the  Yukon  along  the  Northwest  Staging 
Route.  It  would  give  me  a  chance  to  visit  some  of  the  weather  stations  we  depended  on 
for  weather  reports  and  also  to  visit  the  Forecast  Office  at  Whitehorse. 

I  applied  to  the  Regional  Meteorological  Office  at  Edmonton  for  permission.  That 
was  required  because  there  were  no  commercial  flights,  just  a  regular  military  schedule 
using  DC-3's.  Permission  was  granted. 

As  I  boarded  the  DC-3  at  Edmonton  I  noticed  the  plane  was  christened  with  the 
name  "Northern  Witch".  It  was  common  practice  in  the  military  for  squadrons  to  eolazon 
their  planes  with  bold  names  painted  across  the  nose  of  the  plane 

The  trip  to  Whitehorse  was  uneventful.  We  stopped  at  a  string  of  airports  which 
seemed  to  be  little  more  than  clearings  in  an  endless  expanse  of  bush.  But  Whitehorse 
itself  was  a  considerable  center  of  population  in  a  picturesque  setting.     I  enjoyed  my  visit 
to  the  Forecast  Centre,  and  was  comfortably  accommodated  in  military  quarters. 

This  was  still  frontier  country,  so  I  decided  not  to  return  to  Edmonton  by  air,  but 
to  take  the  historic  route  over  the  White  Pass  to  Skagway  on  the  coast  by  narrow  gage 
railway.  But  first  I  had  to  take  a  look  at  the  wooden  railway  used  to  portage  boats  and 
fijigj^ht  by  the  '98ers  as  they  struggled  the  last  few  miles  to  the  river  in  Whitehorse.  The 
timbers  were  rotting  then.  They  are  gone  now,  I  understand.  Too  bad. 

The  rail  trip  was  a  thrill.  Although  it  was  July,  there  was  still  snow  in  the  Pass. 
And  the  sight  of  Dead  Horse  Gulch  was  unforgettable.  The  "Trail  of  98"  was  one  of  the 
greatest  gold  rushes  of  all  time,  and  one  of  the  most  dramatic  and  storied. 


We  arrived  in  Skagway  on  a  dull,  cool  and  rainy  day.  I  had  some  spare  time 
before  having  to  board  a  boat  for  Victoria,  so  I  dropped  into  the  bar  that  was  said  to  have 
been  frequented  by  Robert  Service.  It  was  too  early  for  much  business,so  the  proprietor 
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ordered  drinks  all  around  for  the  few  of  us  there.  Not  once,  but  twice.  What  a  friendly 
place  I  thought  as  I  sauntered  back  down  to  the  dock  to  board  the  S.S.  Princess  Louise. 

The  CPR  ship  was  in  gray  wartime  paint,  with  a  small  cannon  pointing  back 
across  the  stern    There  was  no  doubt  about  which  way  we  would  be  going  if  an  enemy 
Japanese  submarine  should  be  encountered.  But  the  voyage  was  uneventful. 


Landing  in  Victoria  a  day  or  so  later,  I  picked  up  a  local  newspaper    Headlined  on 
the  front  page  was  a  picture  of  a  DC-3,  plainly  marked  "Northern  Witch"  with  a  write-up 
that  indicated  it  had  crashed  on  theNorthwest  Staging  Route  a  few  days  before,  with  no 
survivors.  What  if?  I  thought.  What  if? 

Wah  Fryers. 
26  Jan  97 
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WHAT  IF? 

Life  is  a  series  of  what  ifs.  Some  serious.  Some  trivial.  What  if  I  had  married 
someone  else?  What  if  I  had  had  a  different  name?  What  if  I  had  studied  harder  and  been 
an  honors  student?  What  if  I  had  been  taller,  or  shorter?  What  if  I  had  been  in  that 
terrible  accident  that  we  drove  by?  What  if  I  had  been  on  that  plane  that  crashed?  What  if 
there  hadn't  been  a  World  War  II,  or  a  Great  Depression?  Where  would  I  be  now?  I 
think  we  all  have  reflections  like  that,  especially  as  we  grow  older.    I  know  I  have. 

As  I  said,  some  are  trivial,  the  stuff  of  dreams.  Some  are  more  serious,  involving 
the  concept  of  death.  For  instance,  I'll  use  one  of  my  own. 

During  World  War  II I  was  stationed  at  Currie  Field  Calgary,  supplying  weather 
services  to  No.  3  Service  Flying  Training  School.  Towards  the  end  of  the  war  I  saw  an 
opportunity  to  take  a  trip  north  to  Whitehorse  in  the  Yukon  along  the  Northwest  Staging 
Route.  It  would  give  me  a  chance  to  visit  some  of  the  weather  stations  we  depended  on 
for  weather  reports  and  also  to  visit  the  Forecast  Office  at  Whitehorse. 

I  applied  to  the  Regional  Meteorological  Office  at  Edmonton  for  permission    That 
was  required  because  there  were  no  commercial  flights,  just  a  regular  military  schedule 
using  DC-3's,  Permission  was  granted. 

As  I  boarded  the  DC-3  at  Edmonton  I  noticed  the  plane  was  christened  with  the 
name  "Northern  Witch".  It  was  common  practice  in  the  military  for  squadrons  to  eolazon 
their  planes  with  bold  names  painted  across  the  nose  of  the  plane. 

The  trip  to  Whitehorse  was  uneventful.  We  stopped  at  a  string  of  airports  which 
seemed  to  be  little  more  than  clearings  in  an  endless  expanse  of  bush.  But  Whitehorse 
itself  was  a  considerable  center  of  population  in  a  picturesque  setting      I  enjoyed  my  visit 
to  the  Forecast  Centre,  and  was  comfortably  accommodated  in  military  quarters. 


This  was  still  frontier  country,  so  I  decided  not  to  return  to  Edmonton  by  air,  but 
to  take  the  historic  route  over  the  White  Pass  to  Skagway  on  the  coast  by  narrow  gage 
railway.  But  first  I  had  to  take  a  look  at  the  wooden  railway  used  to  portage  boats  and 
frieght  by  the  '98ers  as  they  struggled  the  last  few  miles  to  the  river  in  Whitehorse.  The 
timbers  were  rotting  then.  They  are  gone  now,  I  understand.  Too  bad. 

The  rail  trip  was  a  thrill.  Although  it  was  July,  there  was  still  snow  in  the  Pass. 
And  the  sight  of  Dead  Horse  Gulch  was  unforgettable.  The  "Trail  of  98"  was  one  of  the 
greatest  gold  rushes  of  all  time,  and  one  of  the  most  dramatic  and  storied. 

We  arrived  in  Skagway  on  a  dull,  cool  and  rainy  day.  I  had  some  spare  time 
before  having  to  board  a  boat  for  Victoria,  so  I  dropped  into  the  bar  that  was  said  to  have 
been  frequented  by  Robert  Service    It  was  too  early  for  much  business,so  the  proprietor 
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ordered  drinks  all  around  for  the  few  of  us  there.  Not  once,  but  twice.  What  a  friendly 
place  I  thought  as  I  sauntered  back  down  to  the  dock  to  board  the  S.S.  Princess  Louise. 

The  CPR  ship  was  in  gray  wartime  paint,  with  a  small  cannon  pointing  back 
across  the  stem    There  was  no  doubt  about  which  way  we  would  be  going  if  an  enemy 
Japanese  submarine  should  be  encountered.  But  the  voyage  was  uneventful. 


Landing  in  Victoria  a  day  or  so  later,  I  picked  up  a  local  newspaper.  Headlined  on 
the  front  page  was  a  picture  of  a  DC-3,  plainly  marked  "Northern  Witch"  with  a  write-up 
that  indicated  it  had  crashed  on  theNorthwest  Staging  Route  a  few  days  before,  with  no 
survivors.  What  if?  I  thought.  What  if? 

Wah  Fryers. 
26  Jan  97 
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To  Citizen  Activists: 
TAKE  A  CANADIAN  FLAG 

WITH  YOU 
You  are  of  the  flesh  and  blood  of 
this  nation  in  War  and  in  Peace 
Not  the  parliament,  not  the  judiciary, 
not  the  business  corporations; 
you  are! 

The  World  Trade  Organization 
is  an  apparition  of  international 
finance  and  its  allies.  It  is  not 
a  part  of  or  protected  by  the 
United  Nations  charter  nor  by 
the  UN  Charter  of  Rights.  But 
you  and  your  nation  are! 

Re-aflfirm  Canada's  national 
sovereignty.  Arm  and  protect 
yourself  with  the  flag  and  our 
charter  of  rights  &  freedoms. 


IT  IS 
NOT  ABOUT 

lEADE. 
IT  IS  ABOUT 

WHO 

IS  GOING  TO 

RUN  THIS  COUNTRY 

AND 

FOR 

WHOSE  BENEFIT. 


You  are  the  patriots! 


TRADE:  YES.   WTO:  NO. 
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Dont  rejoice  in  his  defeat,  you  men. 

For  though  the  world  stood  up  and  stopped  the  bastard, 

The  bitch  that  bore  him  is  m  heat  again.     Bertolt  Brecht. 


[    COPY ] 

[         for       J 
[  distribution  J 


11515  39  Av., 
Edmonton,  AB 
T6J  0M5 

26  March  2001 


Dominion  Command, 
Royal  Canadian  Legion, 
359  Kent  St., 
Ottawa,  ON  K2P  0R7 


Sirs: 


The  attached  paper  is  submitted  for  your  attention  and  further  action  as  you 


see  fit. 

The  Legion  is  seen  as  the  primary  patriotic  organization  in  the  country.  It  is 
therefore  fitting  to  have  the  subject  matter  of  the  paper  brought  to  its  attention,  in-as- 
much  as  the  sovereignty  of  Canada  is  deemed  to  be  in  peril. 

The  veterans  of  World  War  n  are  an  aging  and  fast  diminishing  group,  but 
there  are  those  among  them  who  will  respond  to  this  challenge  when  it  is  presented 
to  them.  To  those  few  I  suggest,  if  equal  to  it,  that  they  appear  with  the  protesters 
in  fiill  Legion  regalia  (To  non-veterans  I  am  suggesting  they  carry  a  small  Canadian 
flag.)  For  these  are  the  true  patriots  Let  the  Legion  and  the  Legionnaires  speak  out, 
before  it  is  too  late.    Canada,  as  an  independent  nation,  is  at  stake.  The  time  to  take 
a  stand  is  now! 

I  am  a  25  year  member  of  the  Legion,  in  the  Strathcona  Branch,  No.  150. 

Fraternally  Yours, 

Walter  Fryers. 

A  nation  that  forgets  its  past,  is  doomed  to  repeat  it.  Winston  Churchill. 
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Attention 


VETERANS 

OF 

WORLD  WAR  n 

(and  contemporaries) 

REMEMBER: 

It  was  the  war  against  the  fascist  Germany/Italy  axis,  and  Japan.  It  was  the  war 
to  save  democracy  from  the  authoritarian  corporate-state  model  -fascism. 

Fifty-five  million  people  died.  The  devastation  of  lives  and  property  was  beyond 
calculation. 

It  appeared  in  1945  that  we  had  won  the  war  against  fascism.  But  now  we  stand 
to  lose  it. 


TODAY: 

In  the  name  oi globalization  huge  transnational  corporations,  supported  by 
the  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO),  the  International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF),  and 
the  World  Bank,  are  superseding  the  sovereignty  of  nations  and  imposing  financial 
controls  over  domestic  economies  world-wide.  This  is  fascism  on  a  global  scale. 

The  results  are  well  documented.  Democratic  expression  is  extinguished.  The 
overriding  thrust  for  profits  by  dominant  international  corporations  results  in  the 
exploitation  of  labor,  an  increase  in  poverty,  the  looting  of  national  resources,  damage 
to  the  natural  envirormient,  and  the  substitution  of  endemic  cultures  and  social  services 
with  imported  conmiercial  models.  Of  the  hundred  largest  economies  in  the  world, 
fifty-two  are  now  transnational  corporations.  Some  of  the  players  include;  Monsanto, 
Shell,  Archer  Daniels  Midland,  Nestle,  Phillip  Morris,  Coca-Cola,  Nike,  Disney ,etc. 

Protest  movements  are  growing  world-wide  as  exploited  people  of  many 
nations  try  to  take  back  their  national  economies  and  the  heritage  of  their  'commons'. 
The  response  by  corporate  and  national  authorities  has  been  suppression  by  force, 
using  the  best  techniques  of  Nazi-style  jack-booted  police  and  militia  units.  But  the 
protests  keep  growing  ( ever  ignored  by  the  corporate  media). 

CALL  TO  ACTION 

If  we  lose  the  battle  against  globalization  (global  fascism)  we  will  have  lost  the 
struggle  that  was  WWII.  Fascism  is  on  the  march.  Again.  Don't  let  it  happen.  Watch 
for  a  PROTEST  RALLY  near  you.  Let  the  Legion  take  the  lead. 

(Note:    Fascism  may  be  defined  as  the  Corporate  State  in  which  all  economic  and  social 
life  is  organized  around  corporations,  under  authoritarian  administration.) 

Wah  Fryers.  17  Mar  2001. 
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Attention:  Veterans  of  WWII. 


Supplement  1. 
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PLAN  QF  ACTION 


OBJECTIVE 

It  is  necessary  to  amend  or  eliminate  the  rules  of  the  World  Trade  Organization 
(WTO)  which  overrule  the  sovereign  rights  of  nations.  Consequently  it  will  be  necessary 
to  amend  or  repeal  treaties  such  as  the  NAFTA  (North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement), 
and  FTAA  (Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas).  Only  in  this  way  can  we  protect 
from  exploitation  by  private  corporations:  our  resources,  labor  rights,  health  care,  our 
public  education  system,  the  environment,  our  social  and  cultural  heritage,  democracy 
itself 

TTiese  changes  can  be  promoted  by  citizen  participation  in  public  protest  actions. 
The  institutions  of  the  status  quo  are  solidly  lined  up  to  maintain  the  primacy  of  the 
World  Trade  Organization,  the  International  Monetary  Fund  and  the  World  Bank. 
Included  in  support  are  most  levels  of  government,  banks  and  other  financial  institutions, 
many  so-called  right-wing  think-tanks,  most  media,  even  most  churches,  etc. 
Democracy,  it  seems,  must  return  to  the  streets.  Join  the  action. 

PERSONAL  INFLUENCE 

A  majority  of  citizens  are  blissftilly  unaware  of  the  contemporary  trends  of 
history.  It  was  so  in  Germany  as  fascism  gained  power  in  the  1930's  and  steered 
that  nation  into  disastrous  WWII.  Time  now  to  prevent  such  trends  and  forces  at 
work  here  from  determining  our  future.  Talk  to  your  family,  fiiends  and  neighbors. 

ST  JPPORT  LOCAL  INITIATFV^S 

There  are  organizations  active  in  major  centres  that  need  your  support.    One 
such  is  the  Parkland  Institute  of  the  University  of  Alberta.  Its  mandate  is  primarily 
provincial,  but  in  the  contemporary  world  that  interest  must  be  national,  even  global. 
It  publishes  the  Parkland  Post,  a  variety  of  publications  on  globalization  issues, 
corporatism,  etc,  organizes  lectures,  conferences,  etc.  It  is  supported  by  member- 
ships and  sponsors. 

Another  one  is  the  Peoples  Action  Network  in  some  centres.  This  organization 
teaches  about  the  issues  and  trains  citizens  in  non-violent  protest. 

And  of  course  there  are  local  chapters  of  larger  organizations  such  as  the 
Council  of  Canadians,  Canadian  Labor  Congress,  provincial  associations  of  all  kinds,  etc. 

NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  most  effective  organizations  of  all  are  the  national  ones.  Pre-eminent  among 
these  are  the  Council  of  Canadians  (Maude  Barlow)  and  the  Canadian  Centre  for  Policy 
Alternatives  (Judy  Rebick),  both  strategically  located  in  Ottawa.    They  are  widely 
supported  by  memberships  and  donations,  and  publish  regular  bulletins  of  the  research 
done  by  a  variety  of  investigators.  The  COC  has  been  especially  effective  in  helping 
block  the  Multinational  Agreement  on  Investment  (MAI)  and  supporting  protest 
activities  nationally  and  globally.  Support  these  organizations! 
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Thanks  for  participating, 


Bruce  Thomson 
Moderator 
(Toronto,  Canada) 

Your  use  of  Yahoo!  Groups  is  subject  to  http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/ 


^,.,.  ■-.--,-      ....^.-.r.---r.^.^.,.,.~^^y^^.f,,..j^^^^jjgj^^ 


^-'V.; 


:t-  »': 


:'>y' 


Letters  Editor, 
Edmonton  Journal, 
Box  2421, 
Edmonton,  AB.  T5J2S6 

Sir: 


Edmonton  beware!  You  are  being  bamboozled  out  of  a  priceless  asset. 

It  began  with  the  big  lie.  Or  at  least  with  a  crafty  manipulation  of  the  truth.  You 
were  told  that  you  could  lose  the  International  Airport  if  you  didn't  give  total  preference 
to  it  for  aviation  traffic.  Not  so.  The  federal  government  sited,  planned,  and  built  that 
airport  and  operated  it  for  years.  It  was  a  strategic  unit  in  Canada's  place  in  the  aviation 
world.  At  worst,  if  necessary,  it  could  and  would  revert  to  the  Federal  Government. 

Transportation  comes  in  various  sizes.  There  are  big  harbours  and  docks  for  big 
ships,  smaller  harbours  and  docks  for  smaller  ships.  So  with  other  forms  of 
transportation,  including  aviation.  Other  cities  have  smaller  airports  within  the 
metropolitan  area.  Edmonton  is  most  fortunate  to  have  one.  It  is  perfect  for  local  and 
regional  aviation  needs,  leaving  the  national  and  international  traffic  for  the  International 
Airport. 

Transportation  is  not  a  political  ploy,  a  populist  power  play,  or  a  contentious 
boondoggle.    It  is  a  system  to  be  designed  and  operated  by  knowledgeable  specialists, 
not  by  media  writers,  petty  politicians,  or  power  opportunists. 

Edmonton's  midtown  airport  is  an  extremely  valuable  part  of  the  transportation 
complex.    It  is  should  be  protected  and  enhanced,  not  continually  threatened  with 
restrictions  and  even  closure. 

Yes,  I  have  a  long  association  with  aviation  and  have  flown  my  plane  in  and  out 
of  many  airports,  large  and  small,  on  this  continent. 


Walter  Fryers 


29  Nov  03 


Note:  I  live  at  1 1515  39  Av.,  Edmonton,  AB.  TK6J  0M5.  My  phone  is  434  4496. 
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NOTICE 

FOREWARNING;  To  members  of  Technocracy  and  contacts 

In  the  months  immediately  ahead  there  will  be  a  rude  awakening  for  the  general  public 
that  we  face  an  incredible  challenge  to  our  standard  of  living,  in  fact  to  our  civilization 
and  our  very  survival.  PEAK  OIL  is  upon  us,  and  the  consequent  decline  in  supplies  of 
petroleum  and  natural  gas  will  mold  our  fate.  Retreat  is  far  more  difficult  than  advance 
in  peace  as  well  as  in  war.  No  manipulation  of  money  or  politics  can  save  us.  At  best  we 
can  adapt,  adapt,  adapt. 

The  role  petroleum  plays  in  our  standard  of  living  is  hard  to  appreciate.  It  is  omnipresent. 
It  fuels  our  cars,  our  trains,  our  buses^  our  ships,  our  aircraft  -  all  forms  of  transportation. 
It  powers  the  machines  that  do  our  farming  and  make  our  manufactures.  It  contributes  to 
the  production  of  the  electricity  that  lights  our  cities  and  homes.  It  supplies  the  raw 
material  for  chemicals,  including  drugs  and  health  products,  fibres  in  clothing,  plastics  of 
all  kinds,even  the  asphalt  on  our  roads.  Along  with  natural  gas  it  supplies  most  of  the 
energy  for  manufacturing,  heating  and  air  conditioning.  It  is  the  source  of  most 
fertilizers,  herbicides,  insecticides.  It  is  basic  to  food  production,  processing, 
distributing.  The  list  goes  on! 

How  did  we  arrive  at  this  point?  And  is  it  real? 

The  petroleum  business  is  a  complex  one.  There  are  several  dozen  oil  fields  world-wide, 
great  and  small,  and  a  number  of  private  and  national  enterprises  exploiting  them.  Much 
of  the  data  on  the  resource  and  the  technology  involved  is  treated  as  confidential,  even 
secret.  So  reliable  information  is  sometimes  hard  to  come  by.  Nevertheless  the  picture 
has  been  developed  to  the  point  that  there  is  a  broad  consensus  on  major  trends. 

It  has  long  been  recognized  that  petroleum,  being  a  finite  resource,  would  run  out 
sometime.  To  get  a  measure  of  its  future  and  put  a  date  on  it  has  been  difficult.  An  early 
pioneer  in  forecasting  the  life  expectancy  of  the  resource  was  M.  King  Hubbert*,  a 
geophysicist.  As  eaily  as  1956  he  calcalaled  that  U.S.  oil  production  would  peak  in  the 
early  1970s.  It  was  contested  and  denied,  but  it  did  indeed  peak  in  1970.  He  made  a 
further  calculation  in  1982  that  world  production  would  peak  in  2001  to  2004.  Again  it 
was  contradicted  or  ignored.  Now  in  2003  the  evidence  is  accumulating  that  the  peak  is 
here.  Many  authorities  now  support  this  reality  with  books  and  papers  with  scientific 
analyses  and  abundant  data.  It  appears  that  the  George  W.  Bush  administration  in  the 
U.S  is  aware  of  the  situation  and  is  carrying  out  policies  to  secure  the  declining  resource, 
including  war.  Yes,  it  is  real! 

The  response  to  this  reality  has  varied  fi-om  apocalyptic  forecasts  of  massive  'die-ofP  to 
simply  ignoring  the  problem.  Whatever  our  fate,  it  is  time  to  face  the  problem, 
individually  and  collectively.  You  can  help,  and  be  helped.  Time  is  of  the  essence! 


M..  King  Hubbert  was  a  founding  member  of  Technocracy  Inc.  in  1933. 


WF20/06/03 


^:W^m^^ 


-;rti 


'i^K 


A  STATEMENT  BY  TECHNOCRACY 
IN  EDMONTON 

(Prepared  for  Parkland  Inst.  Conference.  U.of  A.  14  June  2003) 


The  theme  of  this  Conference  is:  "How  do  we  want  our  society  organized?"  That 
suggests  we  have  a  choice.  But  do  we? 

Sure  we  have  a  choice  of  political  parties  every  4  yeaars  or  so.  And  sometimes  we  can 
influence  the  party  in  office  to  modify  a  program,  usually  in  some  minor  way.  Is  that  all? 

For  the  most  part  the  ship  of  state  plys  onward,  heedless  of  our  efforts.  To  what 
destination,  we  should  ask. 

I  want  to  use  a  well-worn  metaphore.  Perhaps  we  are  on  the  "Titanic".  Perhaps  we  are 
just  shuffeling  the  deck  chairs,  heedless  of  the  ice  berg  dead  ahead. 

Yes,  and  that  ice  berg,  as  you  will  come  to  know,  is  PEAK  OIL. 

The  petroleum  age  is  cresting  and  about  to  decline.  The  consequences  are  incalculable 
and  catastrophic.  It  will  not  happen  over-night,  but  the  effects  are  just  now  beginning  to 
be  felt  with  accelerating    increases  in  the  cost  of  oil  and  gas,  not  to  mention  the  first  of  a 
series  of  wars  in  the  struggle  for  oil. 

In  the  months  immediately  ahead  there  will  be  a  rude  awakening  for  the  general  public  as 
we  faced  an  incredible  challenge  to  our  standard  of  living,  in  fact  to  our  civilization  and 
our  very  survival. 

This  critical  point  in  history  has  been  long  forecast  by  some  clear  thinkers  such  as  the 
technocrat  M.  King  Hubbert.  Now  it  is  being  recognized  by  the  U.S.  Government  of 
George  Bush,  and  by  many  other  authorities. 

The  question  becomes:  not  "^Tiat  kind  of  a  society  do  we  want?",  but  what  kind  of 
society  can  survive  and  operate  beyond  'Peak  Oil'.?  A  design  for  that  stage  has  been 
proposed  by  Technocracy  since  the  1930's.  When  you  are  ready  for  that  great  step  for 
mankind  -  join  us! 

Yes  we  are  indeed  on  the  Titanic.  It  is  time  to  check  the  life  boats  and  our  survival  gear! 
Think  about  it! 


14/06/03 
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PEAK  OIL  CONSEQUENCES 

Will  it  be  a  calamity  beyond  measure,  a  collapse  of  our  civilization?  Some  think  so. 
Societies  have  collapsed  before,  and  for  similar  reasons  -  the  end  of  their  sources  of 
energy  and  sustenance.  Or  will  our  engineers,  scientists,  technicians,  biologists, 
physicians  -  professionals  of  every  kind  -  get  their  act  together  to  save  us?  Some  think 
so.  I  do.  How  could  it  happen?  Here  is  a  sequence  of  stages  that  might  provide  a  happier 
ending,  but  it  would  require  the  acqiesence  and  support  of  most  citizens.  Would  you 
support  it?  Give  it  a  try.  Mark  your  decision  at  each  stage  of  the  questionaire.  Your 
responses  could  help  us  refine  the  process.  Take  your  time.  Give  it  some  thought. 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

I  understand  and  aeree/disaeree/question  that:  (Mark  each  item  as  "A",  "D",  or  "?") 

1 .  The  peak  oil  crisis  is  real  and  imminent.  Peak  natural  gas  will  soon  follow. 

(There  is  overwhelming  support  for  this  point). 

2.  Alternative  sources  of  energy  will  fall  far  short  of  replacing  oil  and  gas,  resulting 
in  a  period  oi  negative  growth  of  the  economy 

(Not  much  argument  on  this  point  either). 

3.  A  period  of  negative  growth  will  result  in  progressive  bankruptcy  and  collapse  of 
the  corporate  model  of  operating  the  economy.  There  will  be  a  period  of  mergers, 
take-overs,  close  outs,  including  a  'fascist'  collaboration  between  corporations 
and  government.  This  has  already  begun:  e.g.  the  airlines,  oil  companies,  GM, 
Ford,  etc.  The  legal  entity  that  is  the  corporation  has  been  designed  for  growth 
and  profitable  return  to  investors.  Some  5  million  corporations  in  the  US  conduct 
most  of  the  vital  operations  that  sustain  our  society,  including  mining, 
manufacturing,  construction,  transportation,  communications,  food  supply,  etc. 
That  model  of  operation  is  about  to  end. 

(Here  we  attempt  to  divine  the  future  course  of  events). 

4.  The  failure  of  even  a  few  of  these  essential  components  will  necessitate  a 
complete  re-design  of  the  economy  to  ensure  survival  and  continuity  of  the  means 
whereby  we  live:  a  new  form  oi governance,  a  "PlanB"  as  it  is  sometimes 
referred  to.  During  a  transition  period  of  perhaps  several  years,  a  form  of  martial 
law  will  no  doubt  be  needed  to  keep  order  and  continuity.  Time  now  for  a 
Committee  to  organize  a  Constituent  Assembly  to  draft;  a  continental 
consititution. 

(Seems  reasonable?). 


5.    The  physical  survival  and  welfare  of  over  350  million  citizens  of  the  North 
American  continental  area  will  depend  on  the  continuance  of  the  vital  processes 
and  installations  that  are  continental  in  scope  -  the  highways,  the  railways,  the 
power  lines,  the  oil  and  gas  lines,  the  agricultural  zones,  the  forests,  fisheries,  the 
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waterways,  and  so  much  more.  North  America  is  a  continentalism  and  it  is  our 
home.  All  parts  are  inter-dependent;  no  significant  part  is  independent. 
(Seems  self-evident  to  me). 

6.  The  continuance  of  vital  processes  will  require  the  control  and  allocation  of 
available  energy  resources  to  achieve  greatest  efficiency  and  maximum 
production  of  esssential  goods  and  services  to  sustain  the  total  population.  That  is, 
we  will  continue  with  the  most  efficient  and  automatic  machines  of  production. 
We  can  not  return  to  the  shovel,  the  wheelbarrow,  the  horse  drawn  plow,  the 
spinning  wheel. 

(This  is  the  make-or-break  point). 

7.  Efficient  use  of  energy  to  provide  maximum  goods  and  services  in  an 

energy  scarce  environment  will  result  in  mass  disemployment,  as  the  traditional 
corporate  structure  disintegrates.  The  former  Price  System  method  of  providing 
purchasing  power  through  wages,  salaries,  pensions,  investments  and  charitable 
donations,  will  have  failed  as  a  consequence  of  the  Peak  Oil  crisis.  Purchasing 
power  by  other  means  now  will  be  -  must  be  -  provided  as  a  right  of  citizenship, 
equally  to  all  adult  citizens,  as  noted  below. 

(High  tech  production  largely  precludes  the  wage  earner). 

8.  The  new  design  of  the  economy  must  be  based  on  functional  criteria,  not  on 
corporate  ownership,  financial  manipulation,  or  political  interference.  On  that 
basis,  a  modem  economy  consists  of  a  number  of  functional  sequences,  between 
50  and  100  in  number.  Some  are  industrial,  such  as  iron  and  steel,  transportation, 
communication,  etc.  Some  are  service  type  of  structures  such  as  education, 
health,  recreation,  etc.  Each  is  somewhat  like  a  pyramid,  with  the  basic  elements 
and  their  staffs  at  the  bottom,  rising  through  various  levels  of  training,  experience 
and  competence  to  the  top  management.  (This  is,  in  fact,  the  design  in  effect  for 
the  operational  segments  of  the  private  corporate  entity.  The  operating  teams  of 
the  former  corporations  will  make  up  the  personnel  of  the  new  fimctional 
sequences.) 

(New  only  in  its  application  to  continental  governance). 

9.  A  continental  management  team  will  be  made  up  of  the  heads  of  the  various 
sequences.  One  of  these  highly  competent  and  experienced  heads  will  serve  as 


Continental  Director,  a 
(Logical). 


'Chairman  of  the  Board' 


10.  To  complete  this  rather  sketchy  outline,  there  would  also  be  certain  special 
branches  of  the  continental  organization  such  as  to  handle  the  Armed  Forces, 
Foreign  Relations,  Continental  Research  and  Social  Relations.  Additionally  there 
would  be  a  geographically  based  structure  for  administration  of  the  vast  complex 
of  specific  regions,  and  population  centres,  each  of  which  has  its  particular  make 
up  of  climate,  topography,  waterways,  resources,  industrial  installations, 
populations,  etc.      (The  building  of  a  new  society). 
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11.  The  measurements  and  controls  necessary  for  the  operation  of  this  complex  are  in 
the  energy  resources  available  to  operate  it.     This  then  would  begin  with  an 
Energy  Budget,  which  would  allocate  appropriate  shares  of  available  energy  to 
the  various  Functional  Sequences  for  a  specified  period,  usually  a  year  or  more. 
Such  a  budget  is,  then,  a  measure  of  the  production  of  goods  and  services  for  the 
continental  population  for  that  period,  (after  providing  for  the  maintenance  and 
operation  of  the  continental  'plant'). 

(Seems  reasonable  so  far). 

12.  To  balance  the  equation  between  production  and  consumption  an  equivalent 
measure  of  energy  credits  would  be  assigned  as  purchasing  power  equally  to  all 
adult  citizens.  These  could  be  in  the  form  of  Energy  Certificates,  or  perhaps  as  an 
Energy  Credit  Card,  or  any  appropriate  technology  of  record  keeping. 

(No  it's  not  money.  No  value,  no  price.  Just  measurement). 

13.  In  the  transition  period,  after  Peak  Oil  /Gas,  aggregate  purchasing  power  will  be 
greatly  reduced  from  the  previous  era  and  the  standard  of  living  would  adjust 
accordingly. .  .a  period  of  hardship  but  also  renewal. 

(Birth  pangs  of  a  new  society). 

14.  Now  what  about  those  disemployed  people  as  the  old  order  of  the  myriad  of 
private  and  public  corporations  disappears?  Some  will  continue  as  the  trained  and 
experienced  staffs  of  the  various  Functional  Sequences.  The  majority,  however 
will  compose  a  legion  of  energetic  workers  at  local  and  community  levels  to 
create  a  new  society  for  personal  and  community  development,  whether  it  be 
gardening,  crafts,  arts,  sports,  entertainment,  social  work,  whatever.  Depending 
on  the  availability  of  scarce  energy  some  kinds  of  local  production  would  be 
possible.  Given  the  guarantee  of  individual  purchasing  power  for  essentials  such 
as  food,  shelter,  clothing,  etc.  the  potential  of  people  to  create  a  new  society  in 
equilibrium  with  their  environment  is  unlimited. 

(Hail  the  New  America!). 

Sketched  out  above  are  some  of  the  logical  consequences  of  the  Peak  Oil/Gas  crisis  as 
it  may  develop  over  the  years  immediately  ahead.  It  is  indeed  the  blueprint  of  a 
Technocracy  -  the  Technate  of  North  America.  (A  more  detailed  description  of  the 
Technate  is  available  in  the  literature,  particularly  in  the  Technocracy  Study  Course, 
Lessons  21  and  22,  (1933).  If  your  items  of  agreement  made  it  past  No.6,  then  you 
may  be  ready  to  sign  on  as  a  team  member  to  develop  and  advance  the  future  of 
America  as  here  envisioned. 


29/ll/05.b 


Walter  Fryers. 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada. 
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THE  SHAPE  OF  THINGS  TO  COME?  2008? 

Year  2007,  now  ended,  saw  a  general  recognition  of  Peak  Oil  and  Global 
Warming  as  the  foremost  world  crises,  generating  real  concern  in  the  thinking  public. 

Year  2008  could  well  see  a  step  up  of  concern  to  near  panic  level,  reaching  into 
the  consciousness  of  just  about  everyone. 

Leading  the  way  in  this  progression  is  Geat  Britain,  where  the  anticipated  energy 
crunch  is  becoming  a  real  and  present  fact  of  life.  Logically  then,  it  has  been  Britain  that 
has  come  up  with  the  most  effective  and  most  practical  response  in  the  form  of  "TEQs", 
which  would  enable  a  step-by-step  reduction  in  energy  demand,  hence  reducing  GHGs 
(Greenhouse  Gases)  and  at  the  same  time  reducing  dependence  on  ever  decreasing  energy 
resources. 

"TEQ"  is  the  acronym  for  'Tradable  Energy  Quotas'.  In  this  scheme,  an  equal 
share  of  the  national  budget  of  energy,  available  to  provide  consumables,  would  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  each  citizen.  An  equivalent  asssignment  of  energy  units  would 
accrue  to  the  production  activities  of  industry,  keeping  the  two  functions  (production  vs. 
consumption)  in  balance.  Each  year  the  total  available  energy  units  would  be  decreased 
to  conserve  energy  and  reduce  GHGs,  and  to  accommodate  decreasing  supplies  of  fossil 
fuels. 

The  'tradable'  feature  of  the  TEQ  allows  minimal  users  of  energy  to  sell  their 
surplus  units  to  more  profligate  users,  resulting  in  a  gradual  transfer  of  wealth  from  the 
richer  to  the  poorer  users,  a  reversal  of  present  trends.  The  more  complex  details  of  this 
proposal  are  available  at  www.teqs.net  and  as  a  pamphlet  print-out. 

Moves  to  embrace  this  plan  by  government  policy  in  the  UK  have  been  taken 
already.  The  website  reports:  "The  Draft  Climate  Change  Bill  currently  progressing 
through  Parliament  would  grant  powers  allowing  the  Government  to  introduce  TEQs  at  a 
later  date  without  further  primary  legislation,  but  as  yet  there  has  been  no  official 
indication  of  when  such  an  introduction  might  take  place.  Clearly  public  opinion  and 
many  political  factors  will  influence  such  a  decision. . ." 

It  would  take  just  one  or  two  serious  shocks  in  the  oil  supply  to  instigate  this 
program  in  the  UK.  Such  a  circumstance  could  happen  at  any  time,  and  seems  a 
probability  in  the  near  future. 

America  faces  the  same  crises  and  the  same  urgent  need  to  control  the  efficient 
use  of  energy,  but  the  timing  could  be  different,  most  probably  later,  unless  coordinated 
in  application. 
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Consider  the  implications  of  this  eventuality.  It  would  certainly  be  the  end  of 
'business  as  usual'.  It  would  be  the  beginning  of  'fiat'  government,  comprised  of  all  the 
vital  elements  of  a  modem  society  to  ensure  survival.  The  overriding  necessity  of 
'energy  efficiency''  and  of  elimination  of  waste  would  quickly  lead  to  the  Technocratic 
model  of  fimctional  governance.  In  effect  it  would  be  a  'Technocracy'  in  the  making. 
Some  form  of  a  constituent  assembly  would  soon  be  needed  to  formally  set  up  the 
equivalent  of  a  'Technate'. 

The  option  of  total  collapse  is  still  a  possibility  if  the  general  public  is  unable  to 
accept  and  adapt  to  such  radical  change.  It  will  take  a  campaign  of  education  prior  to 
collapse  to  enable  a  modem  society  to  face  the  change.  A  plan  with  'TEQs',  or  its 
equivalent,  must  be  embraced  and  disseminated  by  all  agencies,  including  Technocracy 
Inc.,  to  achieve  this  result.  This  may  take  some  time,  time  in  which  lives  may  be  lost. 
But  the  challenge  can  surely  be  met  sooner  or  later  by  an  aroused  citizenry.  Failure  and  a 
consequent  great  die-off  is  unthinkable. 

Walt  Fryers.  (03/01/2008) 
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STATEMENT  OF  MISSION 

We  find  ourselves  at  a  unique  and 
portentous  moment  in  history.  The  crest  and 
consequent  decline  in  petroleum  production 
(as  well  as  natural  gas  production)  is  about  to 
confront  our  survival  as  a  civilization. 

The  reality  of  this  approaching  crisis  is 
well  documented  and  beyond  question,  even 
though  it  has  not  yet  been  universally 
recognized  nor  officially  announced. 
Tentative  steps  by  government  and  industry 
suggest  an  increasing  awareness  of  the  pending 
crisis.  A  series  of  books  and  other  studies 
have  been  published  detailing  this  developing 
situation.  But  nowhere,  it  seems,  has  any 
coherent  plan  been  advanced  to  prepare  and 
adapt  to  this  challenge. 

Why  is  this?  I  suggest  that  it  is 
because  the  collapse  ensuing  upon  a  declining 
hydrocarbon  supply  will  take  with  it  the  entire 
Price  System  and  its  associated  systems  of 
politics  and  governance.  All  the  institutions 
and  leaders  of  the  status  quo  cannot  imagine  or 
contemplate  operating  outside  the  confines  of 
the  Price  System.  However  an  alternate 
system  of  governance  will  be  required  for 
survival. 

Technocracy's  design  for  the  Technate 
of  North  America  can  provide  that. 

It  is  our  purpose  now  to  examine 
critically  in  detail  the  contents  of  Lessons  2 1 
and  22  of  the  Technocracy  Study  Course, 
preparing  it  for  presentation  to  the  public  as  a 
plan  for  survival  in  the  period  ahead. 

wf/1 9/1 0/03 
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RESUME  OF 


A   BRIEF 
URGING  GREATER  ACADEMIC  ATTECTIOM 

TO 
TECHNQGR.^CY 
AS  AN  ALTERNATI\^E  SOCIAL  MECHANISM 


The  intent  of  this  Brief  is  to  place  on  record  the  long  hiabory 
of  neglect  and  misrepreaentation,  in  academic  literature  and  curriculi, 
of  the  concepts  and  proposals  em  traced  h/   the  term  "Technocracy",  and 
to  urge  that  appropriate  recognition  be  accorded  this  subject  by  educa- 
tional institutions  in  this  Province. 

The  subject  is  defined  as  "the  work  of  Hov/ard  Scott  and  his  associates 
which  culminated  in  the  concepts  of  'Technocracy'  as  originally  published 
in  1934-  and  later  expanded  and  developed  by  Scott  and  others". 

The  origins  and  history  of  Technocracy  are  outlined,  and  the 
elements  of  the  body  of  thought  are  briefly  sketched.  Examples  of  mis- 
representation and  misconceptions  are  given. 

The  timeliness  of  Technocracy  now  is  supported  ly  references  to  the 
confusions  and  apprehensions  of  the  present  day  in  all  sectors  of  society. 
Proposals  are  made  for  the  develop-ment  of  academic  programs  incorporating 
Technocracy,  The  responsibility  of  educational  institutions  in  providing 
leadership  for  orderly  social  change  is  noted. 


Presented  by:  Walter  Fryers, 
28  Nov  79. 
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SURVEY 

To  members  of  the  Edmonton  group  of  Technocracy  Inc.: 

What  changes  to  our  schedule  of  meetings  would  you  suggest: 

1 .  Cancel  the  Tuesday  luncheon  and  meeting Yes  No. 

2.  Cancel  the  Sunday  meeting Yes  No. 

3 .  Cancel  both  Tuesday  and  Sunday  meetings Yes  No 

4.  Continue  the  present  schedule  of  meetings Yes  No 

5.  Change  to  another  day Yes  No 

6.  Change  to  another  time  of  day Yes  No 

Remarks: 

24/02/2004 
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OUESTIONAIRE 


1 .  Some  authorities  state  that  the  Age  of 
Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  is  ending  in  this 
decade  and  these  sources  of  energy  will  rapidly 
decline  thereafter. 


AGREE  I  OUESTIQ]^    DISAGREE 


2.  They  also  state  that  there  are  no  alternative 
sources  of  energy  to  take  the  place  of  petroleum 
and  natural  gas  in  sufficient  quantity  to  make  up 
the  difference. 


3.  Some  authorities  estimate  that  the  population 
of  earth  will  decline  to  less  than  half  as  a  con-  ; 
sequence.  j 


4.  They  also  suggest  that  our  high-energy  civili- 
zation will  undergo  a  catastrophic  change,  ending 
life  as  we  know  it,  here  in  North  America. 


5.  The  Joint  Stock  Company,  which  is  the  main 
active  agent  of  economic  activity,  will  not  survive 
a  period  of  negative  growth.  The  Price  System 
will  be  bankrupt.  I 


6.  This  prospect  constitutes  the  greatest  threat     j 
to  mankind  in  all  of  history.  ' 


7.  My  family,  my  relatives,  my  neighbors,  my 
community,  my  town,  my  country,  will  be  sub- 
ect  to  this  devastation. 


8.  Governments  and  businesses,  as  presently 
constituted,  are  structurally  incapable  of  ad- 
dressing this  challenge. 


9.  The  book.  The  Picnic  is  Over,  by  Richard  Rein- 
hard,  is  an  excellent  presentation  of  the  problem  ■ 


10.  I  realize  that  it  is  time  now  t  o  join  others  to 
devise  and  promote  actions  to  urgently  address 
this  unprecendented  gathering  crisis. 
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To  Citizen  Activists: 
TAKE  A  CANADIAN  FLAG 

WITH  YOU 
You  are  of  the  flesh  and  blood  of 
this  nation  in  War  and  in  Peace 
Not  the  parhament,  not  the  judiciary, 
not  the  business  corporations; 
you  are! 

The  World  Trade  Organization 
is  an  apparition  of  international 
finance  and  its  allies.  It  is  not 
a  part  of  or  protected  by  the 
United  Nations  charter  nor  by 
the  UN  Charter  of  Rights.  But 
you  and  your  nation  are! 

Re-affirm  Canada's  national 
sovereignty.  Arm  and  protect 
yourself  with  the  flag  and  our 
charter  of  rights  &  freedoms. 


You  are  the  patriots! 


iirTa'Ba-9ai/tawyaa:-<,'..,>K-j:- 


IT  IS 
NOT  ABOUT 

TRADF, 
IT  IS  ABOUT 

WHO 

IS  GOING  TO 

RUN  THIS  COUNTRY 

AND 

FOR 

WHOSE  BENEFIT. 


TRADE:  YES.   WTO:  NO, 
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Dont  rejoice  in  his  defeat,  you  men. 

For  though  the  world  stood  up  and  stopped  the  bastard. 

The  bitch  that  bore  him  is  in  heat  again.     Bertolt  Brecht. 


[    COPY ] 

[         for       ] 
[distribution  ] 


11515  39  Av., 
Edmonton,  AB 
T6J  0M5 

26  March  2001 


Dominion  Command, 
Royal  Canadian  Legion, 
359  Kent  St., 
Ottawa,  ON  K2P  0R7 


Sirs: 


The  attached  paper  is  submitted  for  your  attention  and  further  action  as  you 


see  fit. 

The  Legion  is  seen  as  the  primary  patriotic  organization  in  the  country.  It  is 
therefore  fitting  to  have  the  subject  matter  of  the  paper  brought  to  its  attention,  in-as- 
much  as  the  sovereignty  of  Canada  is  deemed  to  be  in  peril. 

The  veterans  of  World  War  EI  are  an  aging  and  fast  diminishing  group,  but 
there  are  those  among  them  who  will  respond  to  this  challenge  when  it  is  presented 
to  them.  To  those  few  I  suggest,  if  equal  to  it,  that  they  appear  with  the  protesters 
in  full  Legion  regalia  (To  non-veterans  I  am  suggesting  they  carry  a  small  Canadian 
flag.)  For  these  are  the  true  patriots  Let  the  Legion  and  the  Legiormaires  speak  out, 
before  it  is  too  late.    Canada,  as  an  independent  nation,  is  at  stake.  The  time  to  take 
a  stand  is  now! 

I  am  a  25  year  member  of  the  Legion,  in  the  Strathcona  Branch,  No.  150. 

Fraternally  Yours, 

Walter  Fryers. 


A  nation  that  forgets  its  past,  is  doomed  to  repeat  it.  Winston  Churchill. 
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Attention 


VETERANS 

OF 

WORLD  WAR  n 

(and  contemporaries) 
RFMHMBER: 

It  was  the  war  against  the  fascist  Germany/Italy  axis,  and  Japan.  It  was  the  war 
to  save  democracy  from  the  authoritarian  corporate-state  model  -fascism. 

Fifty-five  million  people  died.  The  devastation  of  lives  and  property  was  beyond 
calculation. 

It  appeared  in  1945  that  we  had  won  the  war  against  fascism.  But  now  we  stand 
to  lose  it. 


TOPAY; 

In  the  name  of  globalization  huge  transnational  corporations,  supported  by 
the  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO),  the  International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF),  and 
the  World  Bank,  are  superseding  the  sovereignty  of  nations  and  imposing  financial 
controls  over  domestic  economies  world-wide.  This  is  fascism  on  a  global  scale. 

The  results  are  well  documented.  Democratic  expression  is  extinguished.  The 
overriding  thrust  for  profits  by  dominant  international  corporations  results  in  the 
exploitation  of  labor,  an  increase  in  poverty,  the  looting  of  national  resources,  damage 
to  the  natural  environment,  and  the  substitution  of  endemic  cultures  and  social  services 
with  imported  commercial  models.  Of  the  hundred  largest  economies  in  the  world, 
fifty-two  are  now  transnational  corporations.  Some  of  the  players  include:  Monsanto, 
Shell,  Archer  Daniels  Midland,  Nestle,  Phillip  Morris,  Coca-Cola,  Nike,  Disney ,etc. 

Protest  movements  are  growing  world-wide  as  exploited  people  of  many 
nations  try  to  take  back  their  national  economies  and  the  heritage  of  their  'commons'. 
The  response  by  corporate  and  national  authorities  has  been  suppression  by  force, 
using  the  best  techniques  of  Nazi-style  jack-booted  police  and  militia  units.  But  the 
protests  keep  growing  ( ever  ignored  by  the  corporate  media). 

CALL  TO  ACTION 

If  we  lose  the  battle  against  globalization  (global  fascism)  we  will  have  lost  the 
struggle  that  was  WWII.  Fascism  is  on  the  march.  Again.  Don't  let  it  happen.  Watch 
for  a  PROTEST  RALLY  near  you.  Let  the  Legion  take  the  lead. 

(Note:    Fascism  may  be  defined  as  the  Corporate  State  in  which  all  economic  and  social 
life  is  organized  around  corporations,  under  authoritarian  administration.) 

Wah  Fryers.  17  Mar  2001. 
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Attention:  Veterans  of  WWII. 


Supplement  1. 

COPY 


PLAN  OF  ACTION 


OBJECTIVE 

It  is  necessary  to  amend  or  eliminate  the  rules  of  the  World  Trade  Organization 
(WTO)  which  overrule  the  sovereign  rights  of  nations.  Consequently  it  will  be  necessary 
to  amend  or  repeal  treaties  such  as  the  NAFTA  (North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement), 
and  FTAA  (Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas).  Only  in  this  way  can  we  protect 
from  exploitation  by  private  corporations:  our  resources,  labor  rights,  health  care,  our 
public  education  system,  the  environment,  our  social  and  cultural  heritage,  democracy 
itself 

These  changes  can  be  promoted  by  citizen  participation  in  public  protest  actions. 
The  institutions  of  the  status  quo  are  solidly  lined  up  to  maintain  the  primacy  of  the 
World  Trade  Organization,  the  International  Monetary  Fund  and  the  World  Bank. 
Included  in  support  are  most  levels  of  government,  banks  and  other  financial  institutions, 
many  so-called  right-wing  think-tanks,  most  media,  even  most  churches,  etc. 
Democracy,  it  seems,  must  return  to  the  streets.  Join  the  action. 

PERSONAL  INFLUENCE 

A  majority  of  citizens  are  blissfully  unaware  of  the  contemporary  trends  of 
history.  It  was  so  in  Germany  as  fascism  gained  power  in  the  1930's  and  steered 
that  nation  into  disastrous  WWII.  Time  now  to  prevent  such  trends  and  forces  at 
work  here  from  determining  our  ftiture.  Talk  to  your  family,  friends  and  neighbors. 

SUPPORT  LOCAL  INITIATIVES 

There  are  organizations  active  in  major  centres  that  need  your  support.    One 
such  is  the  Parkland  Institute  of  the  University  of  Alberta.  Its  mandate  is  primarily 
provincial,  but  in  the  contemporary  world  that  interest  must  be  national,  even  global. 
It  publishes  the  Parkland  Post,  a  variety  of  publications  on  globalization  issues, 
corporatism,  etc,  organizes  lectures,  conferences,  etc.  It  is  supported  by  member- 
ships and  sponsors. 

Another  one  is  the  Peoples  Action  Network  in  some  centres.  This  organization 
teaches  about  the  issues  and  trains  citizens  in  non-violent  protest. 

And  of  course  there  are  local  chapters  of  larger  organizations  such  as  the 
Council  of  Canadians,  Canadian  Labor  Congress,  provincial  associations  of  all  kinds,  etc. 

NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  most  effective  organizations  of  all  are  the  national  ones.  Pre-eminent  among 
these  are  the  Council  of  Canadians  (Maude  Barlow)  and  the  Canadian  Centre  for  Policy 
Alternatives  (Judy  Rebick),  both  strategically  located  in  Ottawa.    They  are  widely 
supported  by  memberships  and  donations,  and  publish  regular  bulletins  of  the  research 
done  by  a  variety  of  investigators.  The  COC  has  been  especially  effective  in  helping 
block  the  Multinational  Agreement  on  Investment  (MAI)  and  supporting  protest 
activities  nationally  and  globally.  Support  these  organizations! 
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TECHNOCRACY  ADAPTS  TO  THE 
ENERGY  CRISIS 


From  its  inception  (in  1933)  Technocracy  has  proclaimed  the  vital  role  of  energy 
in  the  operation  and  continuance  of  our  high  technology  society.  In  those  early  decades  it 
was  possible  to  envision  an  economy  of  abundance  in  North  America,  contingent  on  a 
rate  of  energy  conversion  of  some  200,000  kg.cal.per  capita  per  day.  At  the  same  time 
Technocracy  specified  a  condition  of  conservation  of  resources  and  limits  to  population 
growth  to  provide  for  a  sustainable  future.  Those  conditions  have  not  been  reahzed. 

Other  voices  were  heard,  such  as  The  Club  of  Rome  (1972,  1989)  pointing  out 
the  reckless  wastage  of  resources,  and  the  threat  of"  The  Population  Bomb"  (Ehrhch 
1971).  To  no  avail.  Price  System  enterprisers,  with  their  cuh  of  growth  and  exploitation 
for  ever  greater  profit,  prevailed. 

Now  a  day  of  reckoning  approaches.  "Peak  Oil"  is  imminent  and  the  consequent 
decline  in  available  energy  will  impose  a  period  of  negative  growth  until  a  new 
equilibrium  between  resources  and  population  is  reached.  The  prospect  of  an  abundance 
of  goods  and  services  is  no  longer  valid  for  the  foreseeable  future.  Instead  the  focus  of 
energy  will  be  the  provision  of  essential  goods  and  services  by  the  most  efficient  and 
energy  conserving  means.  One  result  will  be  a  period  of  massive  unemployment.  The 
distribution  of  purchasing  power  through  wages  and  salaries  will  fail  along  with  other 
expressions  of  monetary  wealth  characteristic  of  the  Price  System. 

The  transition  will  be  a  period  of  stress  and  hardship  unimagined  till  now.  The 
human  species,  as  with  any  other  animal  that  exceeds  the  energy  base  that  sustains  it,  will 
be  faced  with  a  die-off  or  a  reduction  in  population ,  one  way  or  another. 

A  period  of  negative  growth  will  translate  into  a  progressive  bankruptcy  of  the 
entire  corporate  structure  of  this  Price  System  economy.  Extreme  measures  will  be 
taken  at  the  outset  to  maintain  essential  operations,  perhaps  such  as  'fiat'  money,  and  if 
necessary,  martial  law  to  avoid  complete  chaos. 

Available  energy  will  be  charmeled  into  the  most  essential  activities,  such  as  those 
that  provide  food,  clothing,  and  shelter.    But  in  the  absence  of  an  over-all  plan  of 
operation  to  replace  a  failed  Price  System  it  would  be  optimistic  to  expect  a  favorable 
outcome  for  the  majority  of  North  Americans. 

An  over-all  plan  of  operation  is  available.  It  is  Technocracy's  design  for  the 
Technate  of  North  America.    That  is  the  subject  of  the  following  presentation. 
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STATEMENT  OF  MISSION 

We  find  ourselves  at  a  unique  and 
portentous  moment  in  history.  The  crest  and 
consequent  decline  in  petroleum  production 
(as  well  as  natural  gas  production)  is  about  to 
confront  our  survival  as  a  civilization. 

The  reality  of  this  approaching  crisis  is 
well  documented  and  beyond  question,  even 
though  it  has  not  yet  been  universally 
recognized  nor  officially  announced. 
Tentative  steps  by  government  and  industry 
suggest  an  increasing  awareness  of  the  pending 
crisis.  A  series  ofbooks  and  other  studies 
have  been  published  detailing  this  developing 
situation.  But  nowhere,  it  seems,  has  any 
coherent  plan  been  advanced  to  prepare  and 
adapt  to  this  challenge. 

Why  is  this?  I  suggest  that  it  is 
because  the  collapse  ensuing  upon  a  declining 
hydrocarbon  supply  will  take  with  it  the  entire 
Price  System  and  its  associated  systems  of 
politics  and  governance.  All  the  institutions 
and  leaders  of  the  status  quo  cannot  imagine  or 
contemplate  operating  outside  the  confines  of 
the  Price  System.  However  an  alternate 
system  of  governance  will  be  required  for 
survival. 


Technocracy's  design  for  the  Technate 
of  North  America  can  provide  that. 

It  is  our  purpose  now  to  examine 
critically  in  detail  the  contents  of  Lessons  21 
and  22  of  the  Technocracy  Study  Course, 
preparing  it  for  presentation  to  the  public  as  a 
plan  for  survival  in  the  period  ahead. 
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IS  TfflS  THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  DESTINY? 

YEAR  STEP-BY-STEP  PROGRESSION 

2005  1.  Recognition  ofoil/gas  crisis  by  governments. 

2006  2.  Preliminary  severe  restrictions  on  energy  use. 

2007  3.  Accumulating  bankruptcies,  close-downs,  bail-outs. 

2008  4.  Terminal  alert  by  national  authorities.  No  recovery. 

2009  5   Economic  freeze  -  banks,  stock  markets,  savings,  gold. 

Government  re-organization.  'Martial  Law'. 

2010  6.  Fiat  money  -  a  stop-gap  measure. 

2010  7.  Mass  unemployment.  Extreme  civil  unrest. 

2010  8.  Rationing  of  essentials  for  survival  to  all  citizens 

2012  9.  Constitutional  crisis.  Abandonment  of  the  'status  quo'.  Proposals  for 

alternative  operating  designs,  including  'technocracy'. 

2015  10.  Referendum  on  the  'technate'  proposal. 

20 1 6  11  .Constituent  Assembly  -  to  organize  a  new  social  structure  for  N. A. 

2020  12. Installation  of  'energy'  measurements  for  control  of  production  and 

consumption. 


(Note  -  This  is  a  discussion  paper  -  a  speculation  -  for  presentation  to 

members  of  R.D.  11353 -A  of  Technocracy  Inc.,  Edmonton,  AB., 
prepared  by  Walter  Fryers.    26  Jan  04). 
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THE  EDMONTON  EXPERfMENT 

Several  fortuitous  circumstances,  acting  together,  gave  rise  to  a  new  but  small 
Technocracy  centre  in  Edmonton.  They  were: 

1.  Several  long  time  members:  Walter  Fryers,  BSc,  (member  from  1936),  John 
Gregory,  MSc  in  Chemical  Engineering,  (from  1936);  Ross  Deacon  (from  1936); 
Howard  Rennick  MSc,  (from  1972);  Robert  Taylor  (from  1960);  Richard  Woodward 
BFA,BED,  (from  1978). 

2.  The  records,  furnishings  and  supplies  from  a  previous  office  at  the  University 
of  Alberta  (HUB  Mall),  (1977  to  1983  ).  All  this  had  been  stored  at  Fryers'  home. 

3.  Discovery  of  suitable  accommodation  in  downtown  Edmonton  at  a  reasonable 
rental  ($67.67/mo.),  all  utilities  except  telephone  included.  The  office  is  10  x  13  ft. 
Meeting  rooms  for  30  to  60  persons  can  be  booked  by  renters  at  no  charge  on  a  first  come 
basis.  At  least  one  of  the  four  is  usually  available. 

4.  Financial  resources  to  handle  initial  expenses  such  as  rent.  (But  still  no 
telephone  or  InterNet  hookup.) 

5.  An  existing  schedule  of  regular  meetings  of  the  core  group.  For  several 
years  6  to  8  members  had  been  meeting  for  Tuesday  lunch  at  the  Strathcona  Legion. 

6.  Extensive  archives  of  Technocracy  literature  and  records  had  been  established 
some  years  previously  at  the  BARD  (Book  and  Record  Despository)  of  the  University 
of  Alberta 


There  are  other  favorable  aspects  too.  The  rented  premises  are  on  the  6th  floor 
(top  floor)  of  Edmonton's  main  downtown  library,  with  its  incomparable  resources  for 
research  and  reference.  (There  are  some  40+  computer  stations  available  free  to  library 
members,  some  for  research  only).  All  the  main  transit  routes  converge  at  or  near  the 
library.  The  LRT  (the  underground  light  rail  transit)  is  across  the  street.  And  there  is  a 
handy  coffee  shop  for  light  lunches  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  library,  not  to  mention 
the  variety  of  restaurants  and  shopping  facilities  nearby. 

And  then  there  is  Bill  DesJardins,  a  28  year-old  recent  member.  I  would  call 
Bill  a  natural-bom  Technocrat.  He  had  the  basic  mental  reflexes  of  a  Technocrat  before 
he  heard  the  word.  If  all  else  disappeared  here,  he  would  remain,  undeterred.  And  he 
happens  to  be  a  whiz  at  computers  too,  working  from  his  home.  He  has  been  appointed 
recently  as  web-master  for  the  official  Technocracy  website  (www.technocracyinc.org) 
and  he  has  his  own  creation  (www.techrjocracy.ca).  His  talents  have  produced  business 
cards,  banners,  posters,  contact  cards,  etc.  plus  listings  of  meetings  on  suitable  websites 
on  the  InterNet  and  content  for  his  website,etc. 
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All  this  seems  encouraging  and  hopeful,  but  it  is  still  something  of  an  experiment 
for  several  reasons.  Take  note  of  the  following 


1.  Several  stalwarts  are  in  the  70  to  80  year  range. 

2.  There  is  a  continuing  shortage  of  members  and  manhours  to  staff  the 

office  and  to  carry  out  the  complex  functions  of  a  Section  or  a 
Group. 

3.  The  generation  gap  -  there  is  a  shortage  of  young  people,  without 

which  there  can  be  no  future. 

4.  The  office  is  not  visible  to  the  general  public,  although  notices  of 

meetings  are  posted  on  activity  boards  throughout  the  library 
and  on  a  couple  of  InterNet  websites. 

5.  Public  response  seems  lacking  still  although  there  may  be  increasing 

signs  of  stress  and  dissatisfaction  evident  generally.  It  is  still 
person-to-person  contact  that  seems  to  be  necessary  to  find 
the  one-in-a-thousand  individual  who  will  respond.  So  growth  is 
exceedingly  slow 

Our  membership  stands  at  less  than  20,  and  less  than  half  of  these  are 
members  who  have  gone  through  the  'study  course'.  We  are  gradually  assembliing 
presentation  materials  and  finding  presenters.  Some  contact  items  have  been  designed 
and  printed.  We  have  an  acting  Treasurer  (Howard  Rennick)(co-signer  John  Gregory); 
an  acting  Secretary  (Thelma  Brayne)  and  an  acting  Chairman  (Walt  Fryers).  We  have 
manned  a  'Technocracy  table'  at  several  public  functions  (esp.with  Parkland  Institute  at 
U.ofA.).. 

Our  schedule  of  meetings  at  present  is:  Tuesday  luncheon  date  at  1 1 :30  at  a  local 
restaurant  with  follow-up  meeting  at  the  library  I  pm  to  3  pm;  Thursday  work-session  at 
the  library,  2  to  4  pm;  Sunday  public  meeting  at  the  library,  1 :30  to  3  pm.  Of  course 
members  and  the  public  are  welcome  any  time  the  office  may  be  open. 

So  the  experiment  continues.  It  is  a  start. 
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THE  ENERGY  CRISIS 
WHAT  TO  DO  ABOUT  IT 


It  is  now  well  established  that  the  world  is  facing  a  decline  in  energy  supplies  in 
the  months  and  years  ahead,  mainly  due  to  decreasing  production  of  petroleum  and 
natural  gas.  The  consequences  will  be  most  severe  on  societies  that  have  an  advanced 
technological  base  such  as  U.S.  and  Canada  and  therefore  a  greater  dependency  on  an 
abundance  of  energy.  That  era  is  ending  and  the  very  nature  of  society  will  change  as  we 
struggle  to  survive. 

TTie  response  to  this  crisis  will  eventually  involve  everyone  and  require  the 
direction  and  leadership  of  goveniment.  So  far  such  leadership  is  not  in  evidence.  Until 
that  time  each  citizen  will  have  to  decide  on  his  or  her  own  initiative  what  to  do  about  the 
problem.  The  first  step  is  to  make  sure  there  is  a  growing  awareness  of  the  situation.  Here 
are  some  suggestions. 

To  the  'activist'  of  each  family:  your  responsibility  is  to  provide   a  copy  of,  or 
access  to,  the  book  "The  Party's  Over"  for  each  immediate  member  of  the  family  old 
enough  to  read  it  -  to  parents,  spouse,  children.  And  make  sure  they  read  it.  The  cost  of 
the  book  is  $26.95  Can.  I  cannot  imagine  a  better  investment.  Beyond  that,  individual 
action  is  of  little  effect.  You  must  await,  or  initiate,  group  action.  That  will  come  as  the 
reality  of  the  problem  pervades  all  levels  of  society.  In  the  meantime  it  may  not  be  said: 
"You  didn't  tell  us".  Better  it  be  said:  "We  told  you  so". 

About  the  book:  it  is  the  most  recent  (2003)  of  a  series  of  such  books  about  the 
"Hubbert  Peak"  of  oil  production  and  the  inevitable  decline  and  its  consequences.  It  not 
only  reviews  the  history  of  energy  in  human  affairs  but  follows  it  through  to  the  present 
crisis  and  concludes  with  a  chapter  on  "Managing  the  Collapse". 

The  author,  Richard  Heinberg,  gives  voice  to  the  immensity  of  the  challenge.  He 
states:  "The  entire  system  -  designed  for  an  envirormient  of  perpetual  growth  -  requires 
a  complete  overhaul".  And;  "  Our  current  monetary  system,  which  is  based  on  debt  and 
interest  and  thereby  entails  endless  economic  growth  and  snowballing  indebtedness, 
requires  replacement ".  But  he  does  not  specify  a  replacement  system.  His  approach  to 
'management'  is  broken  down  into  sections  directed  successively  at  the  individual,  the 
community,  the  nation,  and  ultimately  the  world,  suggesting  measures  of  response  in 
general  terms.  No  design  or  plan  of  organization  is  presented. 

In  effect  he  is  calling  for  a  non-monetary  system,  because  debt  and  interest  are 
intrinsic  to  the  use  of  money.  Only  one  such  system  of  economics  has  been  suggested  to 
our  knowledge.  It  is  the  energy-based  system  proposed  by  Technocracy  for  lo,  these 
many  years  (from  1933).  The  vehicle  for  this  idea  is  Technocracy  Inc,  a  membership 
organization,  which  suggests  that  the  measure  and  control  of  production  can  be  based  on 
the  energy  used  to  create  that  production,  and  further,  that  purchasing  power  for  the 
individual  citizen  can  be  denominated  also  in  energy  units,  thus  balancing  the  equation 
between  production  and  consumption. 


About  Technocracy:  it  is  a  non-profit,  non-sectarian,  non-political  membership 
organization,  incorporated  in  1933  to  present  an  alternative  social  design  suitable  to  the 
advanced  technological  structure  of  North  America,  the  Technate.  Additional  details  of 
the  design  are  available  in  the  literature  of  the  organization  at  the  head  office  (address 
given  below),  or  from  any  of  the  members  and  units  around  North  America.  To 
encompass  such  a  large  subject,  there  is  a  Study  Course  of  some  22  Lessons  to  explain 
both  the  nature  of  our  present  economic  circumstances  and  our  projected  future.  The 
aimual  dues  are  minimal  -  $15.00,  for  the  calendar  year.  Membership  is  open  only  to 
North  American  citizens. 

Some  authoritative  writers  on  the  prospective  energy  crisis  project  a  'die-off  of 
the  human  population  on  earth  to  half  or  less  of  present  levels.  In  any  case,  palliative 
efforts,  if  taken  in  time,  could  perhaps  alleviate  some  of  the  most  severe  effects  of 
declining  energy  supplies.    In  part  that  depends  on  you.  Starting  with  your  family.  Act 
now! 


24/11/03 


Walter  Fryers 


Note;  Address  of  Technocracy  Inc.:  2475  Harksell  Road,  Femdale,  WA.  98248. 


.cut  here. 


EXPRESSION  OF  INTEREST'  FORM 


I  am  interested  in: 

O  -  receiving  literature 
O  -joining  the  organization 
O  -  supporting  with  a  donation 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


PHONE email. 


Return  or  bring  this  completed  form  to:  R.D.  1 1353-A,  Technocracy  Inc., 
Room  6  -  26,  Edmonton  Main  Public  Library, 
7  Sir  Winston  Churchill  Square, 
Edmonton,  AB.  T5J2V4. 
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SALVAGING  THE  PRICE  SYSTEM 
Life  extension  for  a  bankrupt  system 


Whatever  happened  to  that  long  awaited  crash,  that  new  depression,  that  widely- 
feared  economic  crisis?  It  was  not  just  anticipated  by  gloomsters  and  pessimists,  or  by 
reformers  and  futurists  looking  for  a  new  deal.  It  was  accepted  as  the  inevitable  outcome 
of  a  period  of  vigorous  growth  which  could  not  continue.  Indeed,  it  seemed  to  be 
happening  in  the  early  eighties  when  inflation  reached  double  digits  -  nearly  20%  -  in  the 
U.S.  Instead,  North  American  economies  resumed  steady  growth.  The  Price  System  had 
been  salvaged.  How? 

Call  it  innovative  bookkeeping,  creative  financing,  or  what  you  will.  The  rules 
were  changed  in  unprecedented  ways  -  ways  seldom  defined,  little  noticed,  but  drastic  and 
fiindamental,  as  we  will  discuss.  Most  importantly  the  changes  were  temporary  measures 
which  cannot  be  repeated  or  sustained.  The  great  crisis  had  been  deferred,  but  not  for 
good.  Here  now,  we  will  discuss  some  of  the  novel  devices  being  invoked  to  salvage  a 
moribund  Price  System    First,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  the  usual  life  cycle  of  a  Price 
System. 

THE  RISE  AND  FALL  OF  PRICE  SYSTEMS 

Briefly,  modern  economies  grow  by  the  creation  of  debt  -  corporate,  private,  and 
governmental.  And  debt  grows  by  the  prevailing  interest  rate,  This  accumulating  debt 
rests  upon  physical  growth  of  the  economy.  As  long  as  there  is  sound  physical  growth, 
interest  can  be  earned  and  paid  on  the  growing  debt  structure.  The  interest  Validates'  the 
integrity  -  the  value  -  of  the  debt.  If  growth  lags  or  ends,  new  debt  cannot  be  created, 
and  old  debt  withers  as  interest  rates  decline  or  default..  It  is  an  oft  repeated  recipe  for  an 
economic  crisis. 


The  process  is  described  here  in  terms  of  debt.  But  a  debt  is  the  lender's  term, 
corresponding  to  a  credit  to  the  borrower.  The  process  can  be  described  as  readily  in 
terms  of  credit.  In  either  case  it  is  the  banks  and  other  financial  institutions  that  are  the 
main  players  and  the  best  indicators  of  the  total  action. 

History  is  littered  with  collapsed  debt  structures  and  with  the  economic  chaos  that 
results.  (Now,  in  late  1997,  Asia  is  presentng  a  cluster  of  examples;  before  that  it  was 
Mexico;  and  before  that  some  countries  in  South  America,  and  now  Russia,  all  of  recent 
date.)  Some  are  worse  than  others.  Sometimes  foreign  intervention  modifies  the  result. 
In  the  worst  cases,  resort  to  unlimited  inflation  ends  in  worthless  money,  a  new  currency  is 
substituted  for  the  old  currency,  and  a  new  growth  cycle  begins.  Somewhat  less  severe, 
the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930's  was  not  countered  with  inflation,  but  rather  with 
deflation.  Debt  was  massively  defauhed,  and  the  money  supply  dried  up.  World  War  II 
started  a  new  cycle  of  debt  creation,  ending  the  Great  Depression. 
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The  period  of  reconstruction  and  new  growth  folowing  WW  II  survived  a  series  of 
minor  recessions  until  the  late  70's  and  early  '80's  when  a  very  serious  threat  of  economic 
collapse  threatened.  But  it  did  not  happen.  The  problems  were  overcome.  How? 

INNOVATIVE  BANKING 

Possibly  the  most  outstanding  example  of  this  manoeuvre  can  be  found  in  the 
deregulated  Savings  and  Loans  institutions  of  the  United  States.  Freed  to  speculate  in  real 
estate  this  ended  up  in  multi-billion  dollar  bankruptcies  of  the  S  and  L  banks,  which  were 
then  partially  settled  with  'sucker'  (read:  taxpayer)  money. 

Bankruptcy  was  traditionally  a  shameflil  end  of  unsuccessful  or  fraudulent 
enterprises.  Not  anymore    In  the  desperate  search  for  places  to  invest  surplus  funds, 
banks  and  other  money  sources  recklessly  underwrite  ventures  of  all  kinds.  Generous 
write-off  terms  by  law  indemnify  the  banks  from  the  predictable  harvest  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  bankrupticies,  great  and  small.  Who  pays?  However  indirectly,  it  is  John  Q. 
Public,  suckered  again. 

MANAGED  INFLATION 

In  the  past  inflation  was  the  last  resort  of  bannkrupt  economies.  Economies,  that 
is,  where  the  debt  structure  exceeded  the  productive  capacity  of  the  economy  and/or  the 
purchasing  power  needed  to  sustain  it.  A  temporary  solution  was  to  support  purchasing 
power  by  printing  money  or  expanding  credit  with  no  corresponding  increase  in 
productive  capacity.  The  result  was  inflation  of  prices,  the  printing  of  more  money,  more 
inflation,  higher  prices,  and  so  on  until  the  currency  approached  worthlessness  and  was 
replaced  with  a  new  currency  at,  say,  one  new  to  ten  old.  In  short,  inflation  was  a  case  of 
too  much  money  chasing  too  few  goods. 

In  America  the  situation  was  different.  Here  the  productive  capacity  seemed 
almost  without  limit.  Modest  inflation  was  tolerable  and  productive  capacity  quickly 
adapted.  Monetary  or  credit  expansion  of  around  2  or  3%  became  the  norm.  So  growth 
of  the  economy  and  of  the  debt  structure  moved  forward  to  salvage  the  Price  System  once 
more.  However  inflation  of  any  amount  penalizes  those  on  fixed  incomes.  These  include 
those  on  'un-indexed'  wages,  salaries,  and  pensions,  as  well  as  holders  of  fixed  income 
investments.  So  add  these  to  our  list  of 'suckers'  caught  in  the  salvage  procedures. 

GLOBALISM  and  FOREIGN  TRADE 

The  term  and  the  concept  of 'globalism'  have  been  sold  to  the  public  on  a 
massive  scale  and  so  successfully  that  the  idea  is  now  commonly  accepted  as  inevitable.  It 
appears  to  be  a  new  dimension  of  foreign  trade.  Trade  barriers  are  being  dismantled  as 
never  before.  The  credit  which  facilitates  these  transactions  provides  a  new  growth  of  the 
debt  structure  -  a  new,  and  for  the  time  being,  a  profitable  assignment  of  surplus  funds  for 
investment.  The  Price  System  is  salvaged  again.  This  expoitation  of  foreign  trade  is  not 
new  in  kind,  just  in  dimension.  Under  the  guise  of 'globalism'  it  is  essentially  an  extension 
of  foreign  investment.  It  is  a  temporary  measure  which  can  and  often  does  collapse  in 
failure  when  markets  cannnot  absorb  the  increase  in  productivity. 
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PRIVATIZATION 

Many  functions  that  were  formerly  government  responsibilities  have  been 
'privatized',  that  is,  handed  over  to  the  private  sector.  Major  airports  are  an  example. 
This  has  provided  an  opportunity  for  private  investment  and  a  further  growth  of  htat 
share  of  the  debt  structure.  The  government  at  the  same  time  has  been  relieved  of 
incurring  debt  or  levying  taxes  to  accomplish  the  same  objectives.    It  was  a  convenient 
arrangement  for  governments  already  overburdened  by  debt  and  at  the  limit  of  the  tax 
resource. 

THE  CHARITY  GAME 

Better  evidence  of  the  failure  of  the  economy  (the  Price  System)  and  of 
governance  could  hardly  be  found  than  the  proliferation  oi  charities  and  other  fund  raising 
schemes.  There  are  tens  of  thousands  of  them,  preying  on  the  gullibility  and  soft 
heartedness  of  the  middle  class.  Such  a  massive  con  game  could  only  be  perpetrated  by 
systematic  brain  washing  of  the  public  by  all  the  institutions  involved:  the  government,  the 
media,  the  churches,  and  supported  by  business,  industry,  financial  institutions,  community 
organizations:  in  short,  it  is  intrinsic  to  the  status  quo.  All  this  in  an  economy  of  potential 
abundance! 

Food  banks  have  been  around  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  are  still  growing    A 
myriad  of  other  relief  organizations  minister  to  a  growing  sub-class  of  citizenry.  The  fund 
raising  drives  in  support  of  these  efforts  have  turned  into  a  small  industry,  highly 
organized  and  efficiently  aggressive.  Hospitals  beg  for  funds  to  support  new  equipment 
and  treatments.     Educational  institutions  beg  for  support  for  libraries,  equipment,  tuition, 
and  to  stem  the  erosion  of  their  capabilities  as  educational  institutions.  Societies  beg  on 
behalf  of  disabled  people,  on  behalf  of  people  with  a  myriad  of  ailments  and  diseases, 
on  behalf  of  wild  life,  endangered  species,  anti-pollution,  flood,  fire  and  famine  victims; 
the  list  goes  on. 

All  this  is  testimony  to  the  abject  failure  of  the  contemporary  economic  system  and 
the  governance  that  allows  it  to  continue.  It  is  a  massive  cover-up,  allowing  business  and 
government  to  avoid  due  responsibility  for  the  society  that  sustains  them.  It  is  an 
important  prop  in  sustaining  and  salvaging  the  Price  System  for  a  while  longer. 


VOLIJNTEERISM 

Complimenting  the  legion  of  charity  functions  is  an  army  of  volunteers,  picking  up 
the  deficiencies  of  a  derelict  government  and  a  failing  economy.  There  is  nothing  new  in 
the  nature  of  volunteerism,  just  in  its  extent.  It  has  been  elevated  to  the  status  of  a  pillar 
of  society.  Indeed,  economist  Jeremy  Rifkin  classifies  it  as  an  equal  partner  with  the 
government  and  private  sectors.  Equal  in  importance,  that  is,  but  not  equal  in  reward  and 
status.  So  it  is  that  the  economy  depends  on  a  sub-class  of  citizen  workers  to  sustain  the 
game  of  the  Price  System.  With  moral  suasion  and  meagre  rewards  the  volunteer  army 
carries  on  as  a  successful  salvage  operation  for  the  Price  System.  For  how  long? 


ETAL 

"And  others."  There  are  a  mjn-iad  other  schemes  and  promotions  to  create  new 
debt  and  reward  the  debt  holders.  Some  are  large  scale  and  obvious,  such  as  the  trend 
into  crafts,  and  ventures  into  cottage  industries;  others  are  small  and  obscure  such  as  the 
market  play  on  "derivatives".     Many  fail  and  join  the  banruptcy  parade.  But  the  game 
goes  on  as  long  as  majority  debt  claim  holders  hold  a  winning  hand.  The  uncertainty  of 
that  position  has  led  to  the  many  manoevres  to  salvage  the  Price  System. 

THE  MULTILATERAL  AGREEMENT  ON  INVESTMENT  (MAI> 

Waiting  in  the  wings,  as  of  this  date,  is  something  of  a  trump  card,  which  may  be 
played  in  a  desperate  and  ultimate  effort  to  salvage  the  Price  System.  If  enacted,  this 
international  treaty  will  give  unbridled  scope  to  new  debt  creation  without  the  hinderance 
of  national  borders,  sovereign  rights,  labor  rights,  environmental  considerations,  resource 
utilization,  or  any  other  responsibility  toward  an  exploited  nation.  Undoubtedly 
dimensions  of  personal  liberty  would  he  sacrificed  in  the  process.  It  is  unbridled 
corporatism,  and  might  be  better  labelled  global  fascism.  Although  conceived  in  secrecy, 
it  is  now  coming  into  the  open  and  may  yet  be  defeated  if  a  concerned  and  aroused  public 
rally  in  time. 

CONCLUSION 

Howard  Scott  identified  the  issue:  "In  the  passing  of  the  old  and  the  institution  of 
the  new,  human  conflict  will  become  the  bitterest  in  history.  Science  is  hated  and  feared 
by  ecclesiastical  institutionalism,  by  corporate  enterprise,  and  political  parties.  The  fear 
and  hatred  that  will  be  directed  by  these  against  science  and  its  technological  application 
will  be  far  greater  than  those  the  Inquisition  hurled  against  all  the  accumulated  heresies. 
Only  science  and  its  technological  application  to  the  means  whereby  we  live  can  produce 
for  mankind  the  control  of  his  (her)  social  destiny  here  on  this  earth." 

Those  same  institutions  are  not  above  using  the  tools  that  technology  provides  as 
means  to  further  their  agendae:  that  is  to  sustain  the  Price  System,  to  maintain  the 
rewards  for  debt  claim  holders;  to  prevent  the  distribution  of  national  wealth  as  a  right  of 
citizenship;  in  short,  to  maintain  the  status  quo. 

The  threatened  imposition  of  the  MAI  would  be  the  equivalent  of  a  new  Dark  Age, 
in  which  the  bottom  lines  of  global  corporations  would  be  the  only  criteria  for  social 
decisions. 

Resist!  And  join  the  action! 


8  Jan  98 


Walt  Fryers 
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A  paper  on  Technocracy  by  Walter  Fryers. 


TECHNOCRACY:  A  SOCIETY  IN  WHICH  THE  SUPPORTING  ECONOMY  USES 
ENERGY  UNITS  FOR  MEASUREMENT  AND  CONTROL  IN  PLACE  OF  THE 
MONETARY  VALUES  (MONEY)  OF  THE  PRICE  SYSTEM. 


WHO^S  WHO  OF  TECHNOCRACY 
SCOTT?.  VEBLEN?.  HUBBERT? 


INTRODUCTION 

The  long  continued  silence  of  acadennia  and  the  mainline  press  in  America  on  the  subject  of 
Technocracy  has  resulted  in  almost  universal  distortion  of  the  original  meaning  of  the  word  and 
also  the  omission  of  proper  recognition  of  Howard  Scott  as  the  author  of  the  concepts  of 
Technocracy.  This  paper  attempts  to  correct  this  situation. 

There  are  innumerable  instances  of  these  misrepresentations.  Here  are  three  examples. 

Example  1:  1932.^ 

Attempts  to  link  Thorstein  Veblen  with  Technocracy  began  almost  immediately  after  the  public 
discovery  of  Howard  Scott  and  Technocracy  in  1932.  In  1933  an  article  in  Living  Age  by  one 
Leon  Ardzrooni  is  a  good  example.  The  title  was  "Veblen  and  Technocracy".  To  make  his  case 
Ardzrooni  does  not  hesitate  to  twist  the  facts  and  invent  the  relationship.  He  writes:  "To 
further  enhance  its  prestige.  Technocracy  has  been  surrounded  with  the  halo  of  the  great  name 
of  Thorstein  Veblen.  What  has  lent  color  to  such  an  authentication  has  been  the  second 
printing  of  Veblen's  'The  Engineers  and  the  Price  System',  which  the  critics  have  hailed  as  ^the 
original  gospel  from  which  the  theories  of  Technocracy  have  been  developed^  (Emphasis 
mine.)So  in  this  manner  the  lie  of  Veblen's  connection  with  Technocracy  has  been  perpetuated. 


..J-'-i' 


'  it 


Example  2: 1951. 

Scott  reported  in  a  recorded  talk  to  members  in  Detroit  in  1951:  "William  Randolph 
Hearst... one  of  the  worst  of  all  Americans...!  have  the  original  telegram,  signed  in  his 
handwriting,  which  was  sent  out  to  every  Hearst  official  that  the  name  "Technocracy"  was  not 
to  be  used  under  any  condition  whatsoever.  They  were  subject  to  dismissal  and  severance  from 
the  Hearst  organization  if  they  did  so." 

The  Hearst  publishing  empire  in  Los  Angeles  was  probably  the  dominant  one  in  California,  if  not 
in  America,  at  that  time  (1936?),  and  could  be  an  influence  on  other  media  even  to  this  day.  It 
may  be  the  most  effective  blackout  of  Scott  and  Technocracy  of  the  many  that  followed. 

Examples:  2008.^ 

"Hubbert;  King  of  the  Technocrats"  proclaims  the  heading  for  a  recent  (13  Dec  2008)  posting 
on  the  widely  read  web  site  -'The  Oil  Drum'.  In  this  case  it  was  initially  on  the  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  edition  and  repeated  later  in  an  American  edition.  The  author  was  a  well-known 
UK  sportsman  signed  on  as  'Big  Gus'.  His  attempt  to  briefly  present  both  Hubbert  and 
Technocracy  is  severely  distorted.  His  listing  of  Hubbert  as  the  primary  author  of  the 
Technocracy  Study  Course  is  sheer  fabrication,  which  he  probably  derived  from  other  sources. 

These  examples  of  the  distortion  of  Scott's  Technocracy  are  three  of  many.  In  fact  a  review  of 
dictionaries  in  Edmonton  libraries  found  none  to  be  on  subject.  To  help  correct  the  record  we 
review  the  origins  of  Technocracy. 

Three  names  are  commonly  associated  with  the  word  'Technocracy*  and  its  origins:  Howard 
Scott,  Thorstein  Veblen  and  M.  King  Hubbert.  Just  how  significant  is  the  connection  in  each 
case? 

HOWARD  SCOTT'S  'TECHNOCRACY'. 

Here  in  his  own  words  Howard  Scott  describes  the  origination  of  the  technocracy  concepts: 

"about  the  origins  of  the  body  of  thought  that  is  encompassed  in  the  term  'technocracy':"... 
"The  formulations  of  our  concept  began  prior  to  World  War  I  and  during  World  War  I  and 
developed  from  then  on. ..We  had  already  developed  our  Continental  Accounting  system...a 
modified  Dewey  decimal  system. ..becoming  at  once  a  Continental  accounting  system  and 
medium  of  distribution. ..and  continuous  inventory  of  both  production  and 
distribution... .Continent-wide. ..we  brought  out  our  million  and  a  half  volt  D.C.  power 
transmission  in  1923...our  calendar  prior  to  that  in  1921  and  1922"  "^ 
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And  about  the  title  'Technocrac/  he  explained:  "...we  found  that  the  word  'Technocrac/  was 
not  originated  as  a  word  either  by  us  or  by  William  Smythe,  but  had  been  used  by  five  other 
persons  back  as  far  as  1882. ..Our  use  of  the  word  came  about  because  we  tried  to  find  a  word 
which  was  descriptive. ..we  picked  on  the  combination  of  'technocrac/  to  mean  the  rule  of 
science  and  skills. ..After  all  we  were  creating  an  unique  idea  and  we  wanted  a  name  for  it,  and 
"Technocracy"  was  the  name  we  decided  upon."^ 

THE  TECHNICAL  ALLIANCE 

To  support  his  ideas  Scott  moved  to  set  up  an  organization  designated  "The  Technical  Alliance" 
which  would  carry  out  research  on  industrial  operations  in  the  USA  and  provide  'applied 
engineering  service'.  Initially  it  included  some  sixteen  professionals  in  various  fields,  plus  Scott 
as  Chief  Engineer.  He  is  quoted  as  stating:  "It  is  important  to  indicate  the  history  of  the 
Technical  Alliance  until  the  present...We  opened  our  first  office  in  July  1918  at  Waverly 
Place...New  York...And  in  1920  we  took  a  whole  floor  at  23  West  35  Street".^ 

The  1919  listing  of  the  temporary  orpanizinQ  committee^  of  The  Technical  Alliance,  called 
together  by  Howard  Scott,  includes  some  sixteen  prominent  members  from  a  variety  of 
professions.  The  output  of  this  organization  was  open  and  public  but  was  not  attributed  to  any 
specific  members.  Some  of  the  group  may  have  been  active  participants,  others  not.  Teams  of 
unemployed  engineers  and  technicians,  numbering  several  hundred  at  times,  were  engaged  in 
research  activities  such  as  charting  the  course  of  America's  technological  society  for  some  3000 
basic  commodities.  All  this  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  Executive  Director, 
Howard  Scott,  who  would  obviously  be  a  major  contributor. 

In  1932  Scott's  Technical  Alliance  existed  as  a  research  group  quartered  on  Columbia 
University's  premises  in  New  York  City.  It  had  virtually  no  public  recognition  until  1932  when  it 
was  discovered  by  the  popular  press. 

For  16  years  -  1918  to  1934  -  Howard  Scott  initiated  and  sustained  The  Technical  Alliance 
through  several  moves  and  renewals,  using  his  own  resources.  The  'discovery'  of  Scott  and  The 
Technical  Alliance  by  the  public  press  in  1932  forced  Scott  to  respond  with  a  public  entity - 
Technocracy  Inc.  -  a  membership  organization. 

TECHNOCRACY  INC. 

The  incorporation  papers  in  April  1934  in  New  York  State  changed  The  Technical  Alliance  from 
a  primarily  research  enterprise  to  a  primarily  membership  organization:  non-profit,  non- 
political  and  non-sectarian.  Its  'Bylaws  and  General  Regulations'  of  1934  defined  the  members 
as  'citizens  of  the  country  or  dependency  on  the  North  American  Continent  in  which  they 
reside.  Included  also  are  Hawaii,  Bermuda,  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  the  West  Indies.'^  This 


ambitious  all-inclusive  North  American  entity  became  Scott's  primary  concern.  However 
research  continued  to  be  an  important  function  of  the  organization  at  every  level. 

To  meet  the  intense  demand  for  information  on  Technocracy  the  New  York  office  put  together 
a  basic  educational  publication  titled  The  Technocracy  Study  Course,  designed  primarily  for 
members. 

THE  TECHNOCRACY  STUDY  COURSE  1934 

It  was  first  published  in  1934  at  the  Technocracy  offices  in  New  York  City.  It  is  stated  in  the 
Preface:  "The  headquarters  staff  of  Technocracy  have  not  yet  completed  a  comprehensive 
treatise  which  can  be  made  available  for  the  use  of  the  general  public.  In  the  absence  of  such  a 
treatise  the  following  outline  lessons  are  designed  to  serve  as  a  guide..."^  Thus  it  is  clear  that 
the  preparation  of  material  which  then  made  up  the  study  course  had  been  developed  by  the 
Technical  Alliance  of  which  Scott  was  the  convenor  and  was  Engineer  in  Charge.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  Scott  was  a  major  crafter  and  contributor  to  the  resulting  study  course.  No  list 
of  contributors  is  available. 

Howard  Scott,  Director-in-chief  of  Technocracy  Inc.,  made  his  first  speaking  tour  in  the  Fall  of 
1933.  Packed  halls  in  western  cities  of  the  US  and  Canada  generated  an  intense  demand  for 
more  information.  To  help  meet  that  demand  manuscript  copies  of  the  newly  compiled  Study 
Course  were  supplied  to  Saskatoon  (1937)  and  to  Winnipeg  (1937)  where  memberships  of 
newly  formed  Sections  undertook  printing  and  distributing  of  the  Study  Course  in  book  form  in 
Canada.  (I  was  there  as  a  charter  member  of  Section  1  in  Winnipeg.) 

The  Technocracy  Study  Course  is  a  remarkable  document.  In  a  volume  of  around  250  pages  it 
presents  an  overview  of  science  and  society  that  can  be  found  nowhere  else.  It  is  a  distillation 
of  the  years  of  work  of  the  Technical  Alliance  under  the  leadership  of  Howard  Scott. 

The  Technocracy  Study  Course  is  the  most  original  and  authoritative  publication  of  Technocracy 
Inc.  It  has  been  spoken  of  as  the  'Bible'  of  Technocracy.  (A  number  of  charts  and  tables  were 
included  which  were  dated  to  the  time  of  first  publication  but  the  significance  of  their  message 
is  on-going.  Up-dates  of  these  are  available  in  Supplements  to  The  Study  Course,  along  with 
expansion  of  the  course  material).  The  Technocracy  Study  Course  has  become  an  artifact  of 
history  and  continues  as  an  educational  resource.  It  should  be  continued  unchanged  in  its  own 
right. 

HOWARD  SCOTT  - 1890-1970 

For  the  next  36  years  -  to  the  end  of  his  life  in  1970  at  the  age  of  80  -  Howard  Scott  devoted  his 
life  solely  to  the  advancement  of  Technocracy  Inc.  as  a  membership  organization  to  educate  the 
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American  public  on  the  impact  of  science  and  technology  on  society.  It  was  his  vision  -  an 
engineer's  vision  -  of  the  form  a  'high-tech'  society  must  take  to  survive. 

THORSTEIN  VEBLEN.  1857  -  1929. 

Thorstein  Veblen  v\/as  a  popular  economist  of  the  early  20^^  century.  He  has  frequently  been 
connected  with  the  word  'Technocracy',  often  to  the  exclusion  of  the  author  of  the  original 
concept,  Howard  Scott.  Although  Veblen  was  briefly  associated  with  Howard  Scott  and  The 
Technical  Alliance,  he  did  not  contribute  to  the  concept  or  its  presentation.  His  primary  interest 
was  the  furtherance  of  his  concept  of  a  Soviet  of  Technicians  (Council  of  Engineers)  to  take 
command  of  the  economy,  a  political  concept  completely  unrelated  to  Technocracy. 

The  recurring  insistence  on  linking  Veblen  with  Technocracy  is  well  illustrated  in  'Example  1: 
1933',  cited  at  the  beginning  of  this  paper:  the  Ardzrooni  article  in  'The  Living  Age'  magazine  of 
March  1933  under  the  heading:  "Veblen  and  Technocracy".  I  repeat,  it  has  been  in  this  manner 
that  the  lie  of  Veblen's  connection  with  Technocracy  has  been  perpetuated. 

Scott  lists  Veblen  as  being  on  the  temporary  organizing  committee  of  The  Technical  Alliance  of 
1919,  but  also  states  his  disagreement  with  Veblen's  proposals  for  a  Soviet  ofTectinicians.  Scott 
explained:  "...he  wrote  this  cockeyed  thing  about  the  soviet  of  technicians,  which  we  jumped 
him  for.  He  had  no  more  idea  -  -Veblen  -  of  a  technological  structure  than  Suzy  Q  of  Broadway 
did."  Scott  terminated  Veblen's  association  with  Technocracy  with  the  statement:  "Whether  he 
would  have  gone  on  and  been  able  to  envisage  an  operating  social  mechanism  of  a 
technological  socialization  for  the  distribution  of  an  abundance,  in  all  kindness,  we  cannot 
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I  have  termed  Veblen  as  'The  Spoiler',  not  by  his  intention  but  by  the  practice  of  some  writers 
to  credit  Veblen  with  authorship  of  a  concept  they  interpreted  as  a  'Technocrac/  -  an  oligarchy 
of  engineers  -  one  completely  alien  to  the  original  concept  of  Howard  Scott.  This  has  been 
accepted  in  academic  circles  to  the  point  of  so  defining  the  word  in  dictionaries  and 
encyclopaedias  -  a  grievous  mistake.  See  an  acceptable  definition  of  the  word  'Technocracy'  at 
the  head  of  this  article. 

Thorstein  Veblen  does  not  qualify  as  having  any  substantive  connection  with  Technocracy...the 
word,  the  concept  or  the  organization.  Inadvertently  he  has  become  what  I  term  as  "The 
Spoiler"  because  of  the  unjustified  and  persistent  linkage  of  his  name  with  Technocracy  by 
some  writers. 
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M.  KING  HUBBERT-  1903-1989. 

Increasingly  the  name  of  M.  King  Hubbert  has  been  coupled  with  Howard  Scott's  as  a  co- 
founder  and  author  of  Technocracy.  A  review  of  their  careers  and  connections  with 
Technocracy  will  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  such  a  conception. 

Although  partly  contemporary  with  Howard  Scott,  M.  King  Hubbert  was  13  years  junior.  That 
establishes  Hubbert  as  being  a  teen  age  High  School  student  during  World  War  1  when  Howard 
Scott,  as  an  industrial  engineer,  was  formulating  his  concepts  of  the  form  that  a  technological 
society  must  take  -  the  Technocracy. 

In  July  1918  Howard  Scott  organized  the  Technical  Alliance  and  opened  its  first  office  in  New 
York  City.  Hubbert  would  be  a  15  year  old,  possibly  in  grade  10  or  11. 

It  was  not  until  1931  that  Hubbert  encountered  Scott  and  Technocracy  at  Columbia  University. 
Hubbert  was  28  years  old  and  had  completed  his  B.Sc.  in  1926  and  his  M.Sc.  in  1928.  (He 
continued  to  a  Ph.D  in  1937  and  eventually  to  a  distinguished  career  in  geology.)  Hubbert 
described  his  encounter  with  Scott  in  the  following  testimony  to  a  Congressional  hearing: 

"In  the  winter  of  1931, 1  came  to  New  York  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Columbia  University  and 
quite  by  accident  heard  of  Howard  Scott  and  some  of  the  things  he  was  talking... I  was 
introduced  to  the  gentleman  and  we  had  dinner  together,  and  we  covered  quite  an  extensive 
range  of  subject  matter.  He  was  a  total  stranger  to  me.  I  had  never  heard  of  him  before  and 
what  he  told  me  was  largely  the  work  of  this  old  Technical  Alliance  and  its  implication.  I  was 
impressed  with  it  as  the  most  important  piece  of  scientific  thinking  I  had  ever  heard  of. 
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Within  months  of  Hubbert's  meeting  with  Scott  an  unplanned  burst  of  publicity  by  the  press 
and  radio  presented  Technocracy  to  the  public.  Quickly  several  books  on  Technocracy  flooded 
the  market.  It  had  become  a  public  issue.  "The  incorporating  papers  of  Technocracy  Inc.  were 
originally  drawn  up  in  the  fall  of  1932.  This  was  done  primarily  to  restrain  the  terrific  flood  of 
unauthorized  material. .."^^  Formal  incorporation  was  not  achieved  until  April  of  1934.  Hubbert 
was  a  party  to  this  development,  becoming  the  first  Secretary  of  the  new  corporation  and  the 
Governor  of  Education. 

Hubbert  was  the  author  of  several  articles  and  pamphlets  of  technocracy  literature  in  the 
period  beginning  in  1935  through  1939.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  these  papers  by  Hubbert  deal 
with  an  analysis  of  the  Price  System  and  do  not  contribute  to  the  basic  concepts  of  Scott's 
Technocracy.  They  were  useful  additions  to  Technocracy  Inc.  literature  on  the  Price  System 
and  were  initially  published  in  the  official  magazine  'Technocracy.  Series  A'. 
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Hubbert  maintained  his  membership  and  officer  status  in  Technocracy  during  WWII,  but  at  a 
price.  He  was  employed  as  Senior  Analyst  by  the  Board  of  Economic  Warfare  of  the  US 
Government.  In  August  of  1942  he  was  declared  'unsuitable  for  federal  employment',  on  the 
basis  of  his  connection  with  Technocracy  Inc.,  subject  to  appeal.  He  did  appeal  and  was  subject 
to  a  Congressional  Hearing  in  April,  1943.  Hubbert  defended  his  situation  ably  and  the  action 
was  terminated.  (The  transcript  of  the  hearing  is  available  on  the  Internet  in  the  listings  of 
Hubbert's  bibliography.) 

Hubbert  wrote  his  letter  of  resignation  to  Continental  Headquarters  on  November  5, 1951. '  As 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors'  he  proposed  'that  my  service  be  not  renewed  for  another 
term'.  His  term  as  a  member  may  have  lapsed  at  that  time. 

He  continued  his  professional  career  as  a  geologist.  He  has  become  an  iconic  figure  to  'Peak 
Oil'  subscribers.  In  1956  he  predicted  peak  of  production  of  oil  in  the  US  to  occur  about  1970.  It 
did!  His  prediction  for  global  peak  oil  was  less  accurate  due  partly  to  lack  of  reliable  data. 

An  Edmonton  member  -  John  Gregory  -  attended  a  lecture  by  Hubbert  at  the  University  of 
Alberta  along  about  1975.  He  approached  Hubbert  after  the  lecture  and  questioned  him  about 
Technocracy.  John  reported  the  reply  as:  "Better  to  do  nothing  than  to  do  the  wrong  thing." 
Although  Hubbert  apparently  did  not  use  or  acknowledge  the  word  'Technocracy*  in  public  after 
his  resignation  he  did  continue  his  advocacy  of  a  'technocratic  philosophy'  with  a  published 
item  in  1983:  "Two  intellectual  systems:  Matter-energy  and  the  Monetary  Culture"^^ 

In  summary,  Hubbert  was  an  officer  and  a  contributing  writer  to  Technocracy  Inc.  for  several 
years  (1934  -  1951)  but  cannot  be  given  status  beside  Scott  as  an  originator  of  the  concepts. 


CONCLUSION 

Howard  Scott  stands  alone  as  the  innovator,  the  intellectual  source  of 
the  basic  concepts  of  Technocracy,  as  well  as  its  principal  advocate. 


St 


1"  February,  2011. 


Walter  Fryers,  Edmonton,  AB. 
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Technocracy  has  some  answers  for  you 


Ottawa  reports  Canada's  military  is 
preparing  for  the  Y2K  bug  bomb  if  com- 
puters stop  working  on  Jan.  1, 2000. 

Technocracy  Digest  (available  at  the 
public  library)  explains  the  need  for  North 
America  to  prepare  for  the  eventual  break- 
down of  our  money  Price  System. 

This  is  another  time-bomb  which  could 
cause  chaos  if  this  scientific  warning  is  not 
heeded. 

Over  the  past  century  we  have  seen  tech- 


nology replace  human  labour.  Lost  wages 
of  the  unemployed  means  reduced  pur- 
chasing power  to  buy  the  potential  abun- 
dance that  machines  can  produce. 

Today  we  see  massive  downsizing  of 
employees  across  the  country  with  the 
object  of  greater  profits  for  shareholders. 

A  Price  System  can  only  be  used  for  the 
distribution  of  scarcity.  This  is  why  farm- 
ers destroy  abundant  food  supplies  to  main- 
tain price  even  though  people. are  hungry. 


Technocracy's  educational  program 
explains  the  scientific  design  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  abundance 

Debt,  crime  and  starvation  would  be 
things  of  the  past. 

For  free  information  please  write  #303, 
158  Promenade  Dr.,  Nanaimo,  B.C  V9R  6M7. 


Cyril  Large, 
Nanaimo 


HARBOUR   CITT   STAR  (Nanaimo,  B.C.)     January  l6.    1999  P-A^       Circulation  35,300 


CHQ  says  -  "write  more  Technocracy  letters  to  Editors." 

People  paid  attention  to  "Science  VS  Chaos"  by  Howard  Scott 
because  they  were  concerned  over  the  depression  of  the    '308. 

1999  provides  a   'wake-up  call'  to  the  public  to  be  concerned 
over  the  computer  bug  bomb.     As  the  media  warns  the  need  for  advance 
preparation  for  any  eventuality  on  January  Ist  2000  we  can  remind  them  of 
Technocracy's  prediction  of  our  North  American  collapse  of  the  Price  System. 


Information  Brief  Number  28 

Rev/96 


WHY  TECHNOCRACY? 


Historians  have  recorded  the  westward  surge  of  the  North 
American  people  and  have  told  the  story  of  the  conquering, 
settling  and  developing  of  the  Continent.  They  have  not  em- 
phasized the  fact  that  this  constant  move  to  the  west  was  to 
acquire  the  land  essential  to  the  operation  of  an  agrarian 
economy  But.  a  new  factor  has  entered  the  picture;  it  is  the 
rapid  advance  of  science  and  technology  that  has  brought 
about  the  need  for  a  scientific  design  of  social  operations  or 
a  Technocracy.' 


NOW,  WHAT  IS  TECHNOCRACY? 

Technocracy  is  a  social  design  for  living,  engineered  for  the 
scientific  distribution  to  all  citizens  from  birth  to  death.  Today 
we  are  at  the  crossroads  of  our  destiny.  The  correct  turn  will 
take  us  to  a  higher  level  of  life  than  has  ever  been  ex- 
perienced in  world  history.  Any  other  road  will  lead  to  nation- 
al suicide 

Technocracy  is  a  social  design  that  is  compatible  with  our 
resources  and  technology,  and  one  that  provides  for  the 
proper  distribution  of  goods  and  services  to  all  citizens.  If  you 
are  interested  in  North  America's  future,  a  future  that  is  also 
your  future  and  the  future  of  your  loved  ones,  it  would  be  wise 
to  investigate  further.  We  are  ail  in  this  together.  Your  help 
is  needed  to  avoid  chaos. 


A  PLAN  OF  ACTION 

FOR 

TECHNOCRATS  IN  EDMONTON 

Speaking  for  myself,  at  84  years  of  age,  I  am  sure  I  will  not  see  the  implementation 
of  the  Technocratic  blueprint.  But  what  I  would  like  to  see  is  the  assurance  of  the  survival 
of  the  core  group  in  Edmonton.  I  do  believe  that  a  scientific/technological  solution  will 
have  to  replace  the  Price  System  eventually.  Anything  we  can  do  to  anticipate  and 
prepare  for  that  prospect  must  be  worthwhile.  So  "Forward,  Technocracy!" 

We  start  with  a  small  group  comprised  mostly  of  retired  seniors.  No  ofiBce,  no 
stafif,  no  formal  structure,  no  sponsor,  no  revenue.  But  we  do  have  a  very  experienced 
and  knowledgeable  core  of  long  time  members,  some  with  adequate  means  to  support  a 
program  of  action. 

At  this  stage  of  action,  the  By-laws  and  General  Regulations  of  Technocracy  and 
the  Operating  Instructions  are  not  applicable.  They  would  require,  first,  an  Organizer; 
then  a  structured  Group,  with  executive,  then  a  Unit  with  committees,  then  a  Section  with 
minimum  of  50  members.  We  do  not  have  anyone  as  yet  to  start  as  Organizer.  So  what 
to  do? 


It  has  been  proposed  that  we  meet  at  least  once  a  month  for  lunch  at  some  suitable 
place  where  we  could  socialize  with  members  and  others  who  might  be  interested  and  also 
conduct  some  elementary  business.  The  Strathcona  Legion,  for  one,  has  proven  suitable 
for  this  type  of  action.  But  we  still  must  have  a  program  of  action  that  would  advance  our 
cause.  My  suggestions  follow. 

Ironic  as  it  may  seem,  the  principal  action  seems  to  be  to  collect  regular  sums  of 
money  and  then  to  carefully  apply  portions  of  such  money  to  Price  System  media  in  an 
effort  to  contact  the  one  person  in  a  thousand  who  might  be  interested  in  our  cause. 

Step  one:  Collect  pledges  of  monthly  contributions.  Start  at  $10.00  per  month 
per  contributor.  Agree  on  an  acting  Treasurer  to  handle  the  money. 

Step  two:  Agree  on  a  member  to  act  as  Agent  of  the  group  to  spend  the  money. 

Step  three:  Agree  on  a  plan  for  the  spending  of  the  money,  i.e.  advertisements  of 
what  kind,  size,  location,  frequency,  etc. 

Step  four:  Agree  on  a  plan  for  handling  any  results  achieved,  and  who  will  do  it. 

Initially  this  plan  of  action  may  raise  about  $50.00  per  month,  $10.00  of  which 
might  be  expected  from  Calgary.  An  accounting  must  be  kept  and  the  resuhs  of  the  plan 
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of  action  must  be  re-assessed  regularly  and  necessary  changes  made  in  the  plan  by  the 
group. 

Simple  as  it  is,  this  proposal  may  be  more  than  the  present  group  can  handle.  It  is 
submitted  for  your  consideration,  amendment,  rejection,  or  etc.  By  distributing  this  now, 
we  can  deal  with  it  at  our  next  luncheon  meeting. 


8th  March  1997. 


Walt  Fryers 
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11515  39  Av., 
Edmonton,  AB.  T6J  0M5 

16  Feb  98 

To:  CHQ 

Subject:  Organizer's  Kit 

1 .  There  is  a  handful  of  members  here  in  Edmonton,  who  meet  now  and  then  for 
luncheon.  Predominently  seniors  and  retirees,  they  have  time  and  perspective  to  observe 
and  appreciate  the  trends  of  the  day. 

2.  A  recent  development,  the  proposed  MAI  (Multilateral  Agreement  on  Investments), 
is  causing  us  great  concern.  No  doubt  you  are  aware  of  it    It  proposes  a  global  form  of 
corporatism  which  we  interpret  to  be  global  fascism.  If  enacted  it  would  obliterate  the 
prospect  of  Technocracy  for  generations  to  come.  We  anticipate  that  CHQ  will  come  out 
strongly  against  the  proposed  MAI  and  that  CHQ  will  provide  leadership  for  action  by 
Technocrats  to  oppose  it. 

3 .  There  are  many  initiatives  being  taken  to  counter  the  MAI,  at  local,  national  and  inter- 
national levels.  One  such  here  is  the  Parkland  Institute  of  the  Arts  Faculty  of  the 
University  of  Alberta.  Four  of  our  members  have  lent  support  to  this  group.  The 
Parkland  Institute  is  well  aware  of  our  Technocracy  connection. 

4.  Our  continuing  efforts  to  promote  Technocracy  have  met  wth  little  success. 
Considerable  quantities  of  literature  have  been  distributed    Personal  contacts  are  pursued 
as  often  as  possible.  But  the  public  seems  totally  unresponsive.  It  is  possible  that  the 
threat  that  the  MAI  presents  will  lead  to  a  new  awareness  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  Price 
System  and  an  opportunity  for  the  presentation  of  Technocracy. 

5.  With  this  in  mind,  we  agreed  that  the  undersigned  would  apply  for  an  Organizers'  Kit 
so  that  we  could  be  prepared  to  respond  to  any  new  interest  that  might  develop.  This  step 
is  taken  with  the  anticipation  that  CHQ  will  be  endorsing  a  position  by  Technocracy  Inc. 
to  condemn  and  counter  the  MAI. 


Waher  Fryers,  MAL 
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TECHNOCRACY 
BOOK  CLUB  &  MEDIA  WATCH 

Tuesday,  1 :30  TO  3:30  pm 

Room  27,  Edmonton  Public  Library 

7  Sir  Winston  Ciiurchill  Sq. 

1 .  Opening.  "Why  we  are  here".  Introduce  the  Book  Club. 

2.  Activities.  Up-date.  (From  Day  Book  or  other.)  ("Minutes"). 

2.a  Business  from  the  "Minutes". 

3.  Correspondence.  (Letters,  emails,  notices,  etc.) 

3a.  New  business. 

4.  Announcements.  (Scheduled  events  and  activities.) 

5.  Review  of  the  Media. 

5.1  Newspapers.  (Edmonton  Journal,  Edmonton  Sun,  Globe  «fe  Mail,  National  Post,  etc.) 

5.2  Magazines,  periodicals.  (Macleans,  Economist,  Scientific  American,  Global  Outlook, 

Judy  Rebick's  CCPA  Monitor,  Maude  Barlow's  report,  Parkland  Post,  etc. ) 

5.3  InterNet.  (Drudge  Report,  From  the  Wilderness,  Alberta  Activist,  Technocracy  Web  Sites, 

Gold  Eagle,  etc.) 

5.4  Radio,  TV.  Cinema,  Theatre. 

5.5  Books.  (Book  reviews,  library  references,  available  books  for  loan). 

5.6  Other  sources.  (Symposia,  conferences,  demonstrations,  law  and  order  events,  local  tabloids 

such  as  Our  Voice,  See,  Vue, ,  Corporation  reports.) 

6.  Comments  and  review  of  inputs. 

7.  Assignments.  (Research,  library  searches,  media  revues,  etc.) 

8.  Tactical  analysis:  Where  are  we  going?  What  can  we  do? 


Notes:  The  format  of  Technocracy  Book  Club  &  Media  Watch:  Meetings  to  be  2  hours  long  with 
a  15  minute  break  at  half  time.  Inputs  to  be  15  minutes  or  less,  except  for  book  reviews.  Coffee  and 
bites  OK.  Public  is  welcome. 
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SURVEY 

To  members  of  the  Edmonton  group  of  Technocracy  Inc.: 

What  changes  to  our  schedule  of  meetings  would  you  suggest: 

1 .  Cancel  the  Tuesday  luncheon  and  meeting Yes  No. 

2.  Cancel  the  Sunday  meeting Yes  No. 

3 .  Cancel  both  Tuesday  and  Sunday  meetings Yes  No 

4 .  Continue  the  present  schedule  of  meetings Yes  No 

5.  Change  to  another  day Yes  No 

6.  Change  to  another  time  of  day Yes  No 

Remarks: 

24/02/2004 
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OUESTIONAIRE 


lAGREE  1  OUESTIQ]^    DISAGREE 


1 .  Some  authorities  state  that  the  Age  of 
Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  is  ending  in  this 
decade  and  these  sources  of  energy  will  rapidly  | 
decline  thereafter,  ' 


2.  They  also  state  that  there  are  no  alternative  ; 
sources  of  energy  to  take  the  place  of  petroleum  ' 
and  natural  gas  in  sufficient  quantity  to  make  up  i 
the  difference. 


3.  Some  authorities  estimate  that  the  population 
of  earth  will  decline  to  less  than  half  as  a  con-  ! 
sequence.  i 


4.  They  also  suggest  that  our  high-energy  civili- 1 
zation  will  undergo  a  catastrophic  change,  ending 
life  as  we  know  it,  here  in  North  America. 


5.  The  Joint  Stock  Company,  which  is  the  main 
active  agent  of  economic  activity,  will  not  survive 
a  period  of  negative  growth.  The  Price  System 
will  be  bankrupt. 


6.  This  prospect  constitutes  the  greatest  threat 
to  mankind  in  all  of  history. 


7.  My  family,  my  relatives,  my  neighbors,  my 
community,  my  town,  my  country,  will  be  sub- 
ect  to  this  devastation. 


B 


8.  Governments  and  businesses,  as  presently 
constituted,  are  structurally  incapable  of  ad- 
dressing this  challenge. 

li.^M 

^St.pThe  book.  The  Picnic  is  Over,  by  Richard^ein- 
',  is  an  excellent  presentation  of  the  problem  i 


10.  I  realize  that  it  is  time  now  to  join  others  to  } 
devise  and  promote  actions  to  urgently  address  I 
this  unprecendented  gathering  crisis. 


\. 
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Don't  rejoice  in  his  defeat,  you  men. 

For  though  the  world  stood  up  and  stopped  the  bastard, 

The  bitch  that  bore  him  is  in  heat  again.     Bertolt  Brecht 

We  stand  for  the  maintenance  of  private  property.     We  shall  protect  free  enterprise 
as  the  most  expedient,  or  rather  the  sole  possible  economic  order.    Adolf  Hitler 

Socialism  is  essentially  the  tendency  inherent  in  an  industrial  civilization  to  transcend 
the  self-regulating  market  by  consciously  subordinating  it  to  a  democratic  society. 
Karl  Polyani 

The  educated  person  is  not  the  person  who  can  answer  the  questions,  but  the  person 
who  can  question  the  answers. 

Three  basic  principles  of  skepticism  -  extraordinary  claims  require  extraordinary 
evidence,  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  side  making  the  affirmative  statement,  the 
simplest  explanation  is  almost  always  the  correct  one  (the  law  of  parsimony). 

One  can  either  accept  science  and  face  reality,  or  one  can  believe  in  angels  and  live 
in  a  childish  dream  world. 

There  are  no  gods,  no  devils,  no  angels,  no  heaven  or  hell.   There  is  only  our  natural 
world.   Religion  is  but  myth  and  superstition  that  hardens  hearts  and  enslaves 
minds. 


Occam's  razor  -  a  preference  for  explanations  that  make  use  of  a  limited  number  of 
theoretical  constructs.   (The  simplest  explanation  is  usually  the  correct  one). 

Hume's  dictum  -  a  preference  for  less  "miraculous"  explanations. 

With  or  without  it,  you'd  have  good  people  doing  good  things  and  evil  people  doing 
evil  things.   But  for  good  people  to  do  evil  things,  it  takes  religion.   Stephen 
Weinberg,  Nobel  laureate,  physics. 

Under  communism,  one  person  is  exploited  by  another.   Under  capitalism,  it's  the 
other  way  around. 

We  have  defeated  fascism  abroad.   Now  we  must  win  the  war  against  fascism  at 
home.   Howard  Scott 
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A  PERSONAL  OBSERVATION 


In  the  months  ahead  I  anticipate  there  will  be,  of  necessity,  a  rationing  of  energy 
in  all  its  forms  (electricity,  natural  gas,  petroleum  products  including  gasoline,  etc.)  to 
individuals,  institutions  and  essential  corporations.  This  will  be,  de  facto,  a  nascent 
Technocracy  from  which  there  will  be  no  return  to  a  Price  System  in  North  America. 
How  many  months?  It  will  be  period  of  rapid  change  the  chronology  of  which  will  be 
more  readily  measured  in  months  than  years,  I  suggest.  The  energy  crisis  has  already 
begun. 

wfryers.  30  Mar  01 
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February'  2001 


Mr.  Bill  Graham-Chair 

Standing  Committee  on  FT.-\-A  Heannus 

House  of  Comm.op.s 

Ottawa,  Ontario 

KIAOAA 

JL»ear  i\ir.  ^jranum. 

It  has  com.e  to  our  attention  that  you  have  advised  our  Federal  government  to 
proceed  with  the  Free  Trade  area  of  the  Americas  As,  we  the  Canadian  public 
have  not  been  advised  about  these  negotiations,  nor  to  date  have  we  been  able  to 
participate  in  the  consulting  process,  we  ask  that  the  Standing  Committee  on  the 
FT.AA  negotiations  for  Canada  hold  otlier  cross  Canada  hearings  so  that  we  can 
have  our  questions  and  concerns  answered. 

We  would  like  the  opportunity  to  speak  before  ib.c  Standing  Committee 
hearings  as  soon  as  we  can  be  scheduled  in. 

The  recommendations  from,  the  first  report,  cleaily  indicate  the  need 

for  more  transparency  in  these  negotiations,  as  well  as  public  consultation 

on  these  negotiations. 

We  look  fonvard  to  hearing  from  your  otlice  as  soon  as  possible. 


Sincerely, 
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a  voice  and  can  sti!!  make  a  difference.  At  the  Free  Trade  Areas  of  the  America's  (FTAAv) 
presentation  held  in  Rocky  on  February  16^'\  2001,  Ms  Collins  revealed  that  by  their  own 
admission  on  record,  government  offjciaJs  must  address  the  issue  of  Transnational 
Corporations  versus  Canadian  Sovereignty. 

FTAAy  meetings  to  take  place  in  Quebec  in  April  of  2001,  if  not  stopped,  will  create  the 
largest  trade  zone  in  the  world.  Canadian  workers  Vv'ili  be  forced  to  compete  with  an  800 
million  memiber  hemispheric  labour  force,  which  will  supply  the  Transnational  with 
perpetual  access  to  a  $0.33  to  $0.50  per  hour  slave  labour  pool.  More  comiprehensive  and 
more  powerful  than  NAFTA,  which  has  cost  Canadian  Business  and  our  Government  lOO's 
of  millions  in  law  suits;  13,000  Canadian  Corporations  swallowed  up  by  Corporate  Giants, 
lOO's  of  thousands  of  permanent  jobs  lost;  and  the  recent  hikes  in  energy  costs,  the  FT  A  A 
Vv'ili  effectively  remove  34  international  borders  in  our  hemisphere  allowing  the  Corporate 
Elite  to  rape  and  plunder  our  resources  and  our  people  without  legal  recourse. 

FT  A  A  is  serious  business,  folks!  . .  .and  average  Canadians  are  on  the  losing  end  of  the 
bargain! 

City/Town  councils.  Municipal,  Provincial  and  Federal  Governments  stand  to  lose  their 
legal  right  to  influence  or  change  public  policy  which  affects  our  daily  lives.  The  Cities  of 
Vancouver  and  Toronto  are  launching  official  protests  against  the  potential  corporate  take- 
over of  Canada.  Unions  are  under  attack  and  are  now  on  the  offensive.  The  50,000  member 
strong.  Council  of  Canadians  is  gearing  up  for  a  fight.  Hundreds  of  Activist  Groups  across 
the  country  are  standing  on  guard.  100,000  protesters  are  expected  to  boycott  the  Quebec 
FTAA  Meetings  in  April.  Millions  could  arrive  in  protest  if  Canadians  choose  to  exercise 
their  common-sense- vote! 

In  the  interim,  we  as  Canadians  can  demand  Bill  Graham,  MP,  who  is  a  moving  force 
behind  the  FTAA,  to  visit  our  region  and  tell  us  to  our  faces  where  his  loyahy  lies?  For 
example,  is  it  treason  for  an  elected  Minister  of  Parliament  to  sell  out  Canadian 
Sovereignty  to  the  Transnationalists?  Most  would  agree,  I  am  sure,  that  his  efforts  in 
promoting  FTAA  appear  at  minimum  to  be  a  major  conflict  of  interest! 

The  opportunity  to  fight  for  what  rightfially  belongs  to  Canadians  is  at  stake  here.  It  is 
within  the  power  of  each  of  us  to  put  pressure  on  our  local  government  to  make  an  official 
protest  against  FTAA  as  per  the  rules  set  out  by  our  Government's  regulations  governing 
the  matter  Either  we  wake  up  and  smell  the  coffee  and  stand  united  as  a  people,  folks,  or 
'April  in  Quebec'  may  very  well  mark  an  historic  and  irreversible  slide  into  3"^  world  living 
conditions  for  our  children  and  venerations  to  come. 


Remember  that  Canadians  who  truly  love  their  country'  still  have  a  voice  and  can  still  make 
a  difference.  For  more  information,  contact  Phil  Herniary  at  403  845  5016  or  email: 
vvijones@tekisplanet.net. 
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11515  39  Av., 
Edmonton,AB 

T6J  0M5 

16  Feb  2000 

Editor, 

Edmonton  Journal, 
Edmonton,  AB 

Sir: 

Re  column  by  Satya  Das  "Fascist  renaissance  a  global  concern",  Feb.  13,  2000. 

Satya  Das,  as  a  staffer  and  columnist  at  Edmonton  Journal,  must  know  the  derivation  and 
significance  of  the  words  'fascism',  and  its  adjective,  'fascist'.  Of  Italien  origin  ,  the  words  refer  to  the 
'corporate  state'  in  which  large  and  powerfiil  corporations  combine  with  political  government  to  establish 
absolute  control  of  a  country,  the  antithesis  of  democracy.  The  word  'fasces'  means  a  bundle  of  'staves'  or 
'rods'  which  in  this  case  symbolizes  the  combination  of  the  powerfijl  corporations  of  a  country.   At  the 
centre  of  the  bundle  of  staves  is  the  axe,  the  symbol  of  the  enforcing  authority  of  the  military 

So  the  word  'fascism'  refers  to  the  organization  of  a  society  and  its  economy    It  does  not  include  the 
negative  consequences  that  usually  follow  its  establishment.  The  referenced  column  uses  the  word 
indiscriminately  for  the  abuses  of  all  tyrannical  governments  of  every  kind    This  misuse  of  the  word 
obscures  the  trend  of  contemporary  societies,  including  US  and  Canada,  toward  the  fascist  type  of 
organization  where  large  corporations  are  replacing  the  sovereignty  of  nations  It  is  sometimes  called 
privatization  or  corporatism.   It  is  the  fiarther  development  of  the  'military-industrial  complex'  to  which 
President  Eisenhauer  referred  and  cautioned  against.  The  imperatives  of  continuing  growth  and  profit 
driving  private  corporations,  especially  transnational  corporations,  inevitably  lead  to  transgressions  against 
opposing  interests,  be  they  private,  ethnic,  national,  religious,  cultural,  environmental  or  whatever.  Of  such 
conditions  are  wars  made  and  genocide  and  other  aggressions,  such  as,  say,  the  Kosovo  action  by  NATO. 

Surely  the  Journal  and  its  writers  have  a  responsibility  to  identify  and  correctly  label  contemporary  trends 
that  threaten  this  and  other  nations  today. 

Walt  Fryers. 


Multi-nationals  are  the  real  fascists 


The  word  "fascism"  refers  to  the 
organization  of  a  society  and  its 
economy.  It  does  not  include  the 
negative  consequences  that  usu- 
ally follow^  its  establishment. 
("Fascist  renaissance  a  global 
concern,"  Joumd,  Feb.  13.) 

This  column  by  Satya  Das  uses 
the  word  indiscriminately  for  the 
abuses  of  ail  tyrannical  govern- 
ments of  every  kind.  This  misuse 
of  the  word  obscures  the  trend  of 


contemporary  societies,  includ- 
ing the  U.S.  and  Canada,  toward 
the  fascist  type  of  organization 
where  large  corporations  are  re- 
placing the  sovereignty  of  na- 
tions. 

It  is  sometimes  called  privatiza- 
tion or  corporatism.  It  is  the  fur- 
ther development  of  the  "mih- 
taiy-industrial  complex"  to  which 
U.S.  President  Eisenhower  cau- 
tioned against.  The  imperatives 


of  continuing  growth  and  profit  J 
driving  private  corporations,  es- 
pecially transnational  corpora- 
tions, inevitably  lead  to  trans- 
gressions against  opposing  inter- 
ests, be  they  private,  ethnic,  na- 
tional, religious,  environmenfal 
or  whatever.  Of  such  conditions 
are  wars  made  and  genocide  and 
other  aggressions,  such  as,  say, 
the  Kosovo  action  by  NATO . 
Walter  Fryers,  Edmonton 
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TWO  PLUS  TWO  (draft) 

EQUALS 
FOUR 

That's  a  simple  sum.  It  is  logical  and  easily  demonstrated  to  be  true. 

Here  is  another  sum  that  seems  to  be  equally  true: 

{Petroleum  and  natural  gas  reserves  are  finite. 
TWO   / 

\      {Peak  oil  and  peak  gas  will  occur  in  within  the  first  decade  of  this  new 
millenium,  by  common  agreement  among  most  authorities. 
(Now,  in  2003,  it  may  already  have  done  so!) 

PLUS 


TWO  / 

\ 


FOUR 


{Consequent  to  Peak  Oil/Gas  will  be  a  period  of  negative  growth  as 
our  society  struggles  to  adapt  to  a  shortage  of  energy; 

{The  Joint  stock  company,  which  is  the  principal  agent  of  economic 
operations  in  America,  will  face  progressive  bankruptcy  and 
total  failure  to  provide  society  with  the  means  of  survival; 

EQUALS 

{Federal  governments  will  quickly  intervene  to  sustain  essential 

(minimum)  operations; 
{Conservation  of  energy  will  dictate  that  the  most  efficient  use  of 

advanced  technology  will  be  used  in  essential  operations; 
{Massive  unemployment  will  quickly  dominate  civil  life; 
{A  form  of  martial  law  will  be  required  to  maintain  order. 


CONCLUSION: 

If  my  sums  are  correct,  it  spells  the  end  of  the  money-based  free  enterprise  system 
known  as  the  Price  System.  An  alternative  system  will  be  required  to  provide  purchasing 
power  to  a  largely  unemployed  citizenry.  Only  one  such  system  has  been  proposed  to  my 
knowledge  -  Technocracy's  energy  based  operating  system  using  the  Energy  Debit  Card. 
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A  PARABLE 

The  North  American  economy  can  be  likened  to  a  garden.  A  very  big  garden, 
with  several  crops  and  many  plants  of  every  size,  and  kind,  including  flowers  and 
ornamentals.  Given  good  soil  and  sunshine  and  an  abundance  of  water  the  garden  will 
prosper. 

But  if  a  drought  occurs  it  could  become  necessary  to  eradicate  the  noxious 
weeds  and  provide  water  and  care  to  the  rest  of  the  garden. 

In  the  case  of  our  economy,  the  life-giving  water  is  the  flow  of  energy.  The 
garden  is  made  up  of  a  multitude  of  corporations,  enterprises,  and  individual  activities, 
most  good,  some  like  noxious  weeds  to  be  eliminiated.    In  the  event  of  a  shortage 
of  energy,  the  essential  parts  of  the  garden  must  be  sustained  to  provide  the  means 
of  our  survival. 

A  parable  is  just  a  parable.  It  is  not  reality.  But  it  might  aid  in  explaining 
and  understanding  the  importance  of  protecting  the  means  whereby  we  live. 


12/11/02 


Walt  Fryers 
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TRANSCENDENCE 

The  Kyoto  Accord,  if  enacted  and  enforced,  will  ultimately  entail  energy 
rationing  at  both  the  personal  and  corporate  levels.  This  would  automatically  abrogate 
the  Price  System  in  North  America. 

The  Kyoto  Treaty  appears  to  be  an  environmental  imperative  which,  if  accepted 
will  become  a  paramount  consideration,  a  top  priority. 

Whether  such  environmental  concerns  take  effect  or  not,  a  total  energy  crisis 
is  imminent  as  the  petroleum  age  peaks  and  goes  into  decline  in  this  decade.  The  result 
again  will  be  energv  rationing  at  the  both  the  personal  and  corporate  levels. 

In  either  case,  or  both,  it  will  mean  the  termination  of  the  Price  System  in  North 
America  and  the  introduction  of  an  energy  based  economy  -  the  Technocracy.  The 
transition  may  well  be  painful. 

Welcome  to  the  Technate  of  North  America! 


Walt  Fryers. 
Edmonton,  Alberta. 
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STATEMENT  OF  MISSION 

We  find  ourselves  at  a  unique  £ind 
portentous  moment  in  history.  The  crest  and 
consequent  decline  in  petroleum  production 
(as  well  as  natural  gas  production)  is  about  to 
confront  our  survival  as  a  civilization. 

The  reality  of  this  approaching  crisis  is 
well  documented  and  beyond  question,  even 
though  it  has  not  yet  been  universally 
recognized  nor  officially  announced. 
Tentative  steps  by  government  and  industry 
suggest  an  increasing  awareness  of  the  pending 
crisis.  A  series  ofbooks  and  other  studies 
have  been  published  detailing  this  developing 
situation.  But  nowhere,  it  seems,  has  any 
coherent  plan  been  advanced  to  prepare  and 
adapt  to  this  challenge. 

Why  is  this?  I  suggest  that  it  is 
because  the  collapse  ensuing  upon  a  declining 
hydrocarbon  supply  will  take  with  it  the  entire 
Price  System  and  its  associated  systems  of 
politics  and  governance.  All  the  institutions 
and  leaders  of  the  status  quo  cannot  imagine  or 
contemplate  operating  outside  the  confines  of 
the  Price  System.  However  an  alternate 
system  of  governance  will  be  required  for 
survival. 

Technocracy's  design  for  the  Technate 
of  North  America  can  provide  that. 

It  is  our  purpose  now  to  examine 
critically  in  detail  the  contents  of  Lessons  21 
and  22  of  the  Technocracy  Study  Course, 
preparing  it  for  presentation  to  the  public  as  a 
plan  for  survival  in  the  period  ahead. 
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To:  CHQ  15  April 

04 

From:  Walt  Fryers 

Subject:  "Statement  On  Global  'Oil  Peak" " 

I  am  attaching  a  couple  of  copies  of  the  subject  item,  to  which  I  have  appended 

a  qualifying  statement, 

for  your  appraisal  and  perhaps,  your  approval. 

You  may  be  aware  of  the  emergence  of  activist  groups  in  the  US  that  are  trying 

to  instigate  programs 

that  will  prepare  the  public  for  the  Peak  Oil  problem.  COPAD  is  one  of  them.  It  is 

connected  to  other 

Web  sites  such  as  DieOff,  Post  Carbon  Institute,  Global  Public  Media,  etc.  I 

notice  that  Paul  Cordsmeyer 

is  listed  in  one  such. 

This  particular  statement  seems  timely  and  well  prepared,  and  a  suitable  length 

for  easy  distribution.  It 

was  prepared  for  submission  to  the  media,  I  believe.  From  our  point  of  view  it 

lacks  any  serious  action 

beyond  asking  governments  to  "address  this  issue  very  seriously".    A 

breakdown  of  social  structures  is 

suggested  but  no  alternative  form  is  proposed. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  anticipated  crisis  is  a  point  at  which  Technocracy's 

design  must  be  considered 

as  a  means  of  survival  in  North  America.  So  I  have  added  a  statement  to  that 

effect,  and  referring  to  an 

attached  brief.  (A  suitable  'brief '  has  still  to  be  designated.  Any  suggestions?). 

Hitching  a  ride  on  this  statement  by  COPAD  seemed  a  good  idea  to  me.  What 
do  you  think? 

Walt  Fryers. 
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is  itself  a  finite  resource,  and  is  already  in  decline  in  North  America.  Hydrogen  is  a  commonly  cited 
panacea,  but  rather  than  being  a  primary  energy  source,  hydrogen  is  only  an  energy  carrier  -  much  like  a 
battery.  As  such,  hydrogen  is  strictly  an  energy  loser.  Replacing  oil  with  a  sevenfold  increase  in  nuclear 
energy,  would  pose  a  serious  and  expensive  waste  problem.  Renewable  energies  including  solar,  wind, 
geothermal,  and  biomass  must  be  encouraged,  and  their  potential  for  large-scale  deployment  must  be 
assessed.  Other  technologies  still  in  the  laboratory,  either  proven  or  as  yet  unproven,  may  be  extremely 
difficult  to  deploy  in  the  timeframe  and  scale  dictated  by  this  problem. 

We  call  on  all  governments  of  the  world  to  address  this  issue  very  seriously. 

Oil  peak  is  an  inevitability.  The  first  warnings  were  made  public  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  and 
increasingly  since  that  time  the  community  of  petroleum  geologists  has  expressed  concerns  about  global 
oil  supplies.  Since  1995,  a  group  of  veteran  geologists  has  been  issuing  highly  specific  warnings  based 
on  exhaustive  analyses.  We  now  ask  that  the  call  be  heard.  A  first  response  must  include  decisive  cuts  in 
consumption,  and  a  thorough  reassessment  of  the  size  of  the  world's  oilfields.  Communities  everywhere 
must  be  apprised  of  this  issue  so  that  they  may  take  part  in  creating  a  sustainable  future. 

Oil  peak  is  the  most  pivotal  challenge  facing  modem  civilization.  It  is  time  to  come  together  and 
acknowledge  our  collective  vulnerability,  and  begin  working  to  change  the  structure  of  our  culture  and 
civilization  in  ways  we've  never  attempted  before.  We  do  not  underestimate  the  magnitude  of  the  task, 
nor  the  consequences  of  a  failure  to  act.  Please  join  us  in  adopting  this  statement,  and  become  part  of  a 
growing  community  working  to  respond  at  every  level. 

Saturday,  22nd  March  2003 
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TECHNOCRACY  INC.  (1933)  endorses  this  "Statement  on  Global  'Oil  Peak'"  by 
COPAD*  as  a  timely  contribution  to  informing  the  public  about  the  disastrous 
consequences  of  declining  energy  supplies.  (Technocracy  has  been  focusing  on  the  role 
of  energy  for  decades.)  The  problem  is  here  presented,  but  no  practical  solution. 

The  analysis  must  be  taken  further.  A  period  of  negative  growth  of  the  economy,  which 
is  inevitable  in  the  face  of  dwindling  energy  supplies,  will  precipitate  a  wave  of 
bankruptcies  culminating  in  the  collapse  of  the  Price  System  operation  of  the  economy. 
The  vast  array  of  private  limited-liability,  joint-stock  companies  which  now  own,  control 
and  operate  the  great  preponderance  of  the  means  of  production  and  distribution  will  be 
obsolete.  Political  governments  and  other  institutions  of  the  Price  System  will  also  be 
inoperative  and  helpless.  Mass  unemployment  will  be  a  force  majeure  for  change. 

The  imperative  of  operating  in  the  real  world  (the  physical  rather  than  the  financial)  will 
dictate  a  revised  form  of  administration.  Technocracy's  proposal  for  a  technological 
design  of  operation  using  energy  as  the  measure  and  control  of  both  production  and 
consumption  will  be  required  for  survival.  The  North  American  continent  has  the 
science,  the  technology,  the  resources  and  the  infrastructure  to  make  survival  possible  by 
most  efficient  use  of  available  energy.  For  more  details  on  Technocracy's  design  see  the 
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Citizen's  Commission  on  Oil  Peak  and  Decline. 
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First  Draft 


AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  EDUCATORS 


There  are  several  crises  deemed  to  be  threatening  contemporary  society.  Foremost  of 
these  are  Peak  Oil  (and  Peak  Natural  Gas),  and  Global  Warming.  Others,  often 
derivatives  of  the  first  two,  include  collapsing  fisheries,  rising  ocean  levels,  ozone  holes, 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere,  exinction  of  species,  climatic  disasters,  falling  water  tables, 
diminishing  arable  land,  declining  food  reserves  and  supplies,  to  name  several.  To  which 
must  be  added  is  the  problem  of  a  large  and  fast  growing  global  population,  now  at  about 
6.5  billion  (2006),  part  of  which  is  even  now  being  fatally  impacted. 

This  is  an  unprecedented  situation  in  the  course  of  human  history.  Unaddressed  this  can 
only  culminate  in  a  catastrophic  die-off  within  contemporary  life  times.  The  remnant  of 
global  population,  if  any,  would  be  an  estimated  1-2  billion  at  best.  Many  of  earth's 
other  life  forms  would  also  be  gone. 

This  picture  strains  credibility  and  understanding.  But  it  is  well  supported  scientifically, 
academically  and  by  fast  accumulating  evidence.  The  'awakening'  has  begun. 

The  initial  responses  by  governments  have  been  token  measures  to  implement  the  Kyoto 
Protocol  ( 1 997)  on  global  warming.  Most  are  still  at  the  legislation  and  budget  stage. 
The  Greenhouse  Gas  problem  continues  to  grow,  unabated.  Little  will  change. 

The  initial  response  by  individuals  to  Peak  Oil  is  to  revert  to  kitchen  gardens  and 
community  co-operative  schemes,  perhaps  with  local  currencies.  These  ideas  are  stalled 
at  conference  deliberations  and  planning  stages  for  the  most  part.  Business  as  usual 
prevails.  The  'status  quo'  is  undisturbed. 

There  is  thus  no  response  commensurate  with  the  problem. .  .and  time  is  wasting.  The 
consequences  at  stake  here  are  incalculable. 

The  reason  that  there  is  no  appropriate  action  in  North  America  is  that  our  present  form 
of  governance  is  structurally  incapable  of  taking  such  action.  Our  economy  and 
governance  is  predicated  on  continuous  growth,  to  support  a  debt  structure  that  requires 
payment  of  interest  to  validate  the  monetary  investment.  As  growth  ceases  and  becomes 
negative  with  declining  sources  of  energy,  the  monetary  structure  collapses.  Before  a 
castrophic  collapse  occurs  we  must  understand  and  accept  that  an  alternative  system  of 
governance  will  be  required. 

What  will  be  its  properties? 


First  consider  the  magnitude  of  our  problem.  North  America  is  an  integrated  high  tech 
civilization  of  more  than  300  million  citizens.  With  limited  and  declining  energy 
sources,  massive  unemployment  will  dominate  the  economy.  It  will  become  necessary 
then  to  provide  the  essentials  of  survival,  such  as  food,  clothing  and  shelter,  to  all  adult 
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citizens,  equally.  A  collapsed  monetary  structure,  which  now  uses  wages,  salaries, 
investment  returns,  and  charity  for  the  distribution  of  purchasing  rights,  will  no  longer  be 
viable. 

Energy  becomes  the  only  measure  and  control  able  to  administer  production  of  necessary 
goods  and  services,  and,  fiirther,  to  assign  puchasing  credits  (also  in  appropriate  energy 
units)  to  every  adult  citizen.  A  new  governance  based  on  the  administration  of  available 
energy  sources  is  required. 

There  is  such  a  design  of  governance.  It  was  proposed  over  70  years  ago.  It  is  the  design 
conceived  by  an  engineer,  Howard  Scott,  and  his  associates  at  Columbia  University  in 
the  1920's.  It  is  termed  a  'Technocracy'.  This  concept  has  been  carried  forward  to  the 
present  by  a  membership  organization.  Technocracy  Inc.*  The  design,  in  some  detail,  is 
presented  in  the  Technocracy  Study  Course  and  supporting  literature.  It  is  time  now  to 
have  this  concept  presented  in  the  public  arena. 

Whatever  the  future  response  to  North  America's  gathering  crisis,  the  options  available 
must  be  clearly  presented  to  the  public.  If  a  change  of  governance  is  necessary,  as  here 
indicated,  it  must  be  described  and  made  accessible  to  every  citizen.  That  is  the  function 
and  the  duty  of  educators. 


*  Mail  address:  Technocracy  Inc.,  2475  Harksell  Road,  Femdale,  WA.  98248 
InterNet  address:  www.Technocracyinc.org 


7th 


7"'  May  2007. 


Walter  Fryers. 
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STEPS  TO  MEETING  THE 
PEAK  OIL  CRISIS 


STEP  I 


The  evidence  for  "Peak  Oil"  and  the  consequent  decline  in  available  energy  must 
be  established  beyond  doubt,  sufficiently  so  that  the  great  majority  of  scientific  and 
governmental  authorities  can  agree  on  the  need  for  appropriate  action.  This  may  take 
some  months,  even  years.  The  policy  decisions  resulting  fi-om  such  a  consensus  will  be 
unprecedented  in  their  effect 

on  modem  societies.  The  unfortunate  delay  in  achieving  this  consensus  is  due  in  some 
degree  to  incomplete  data,  but  more  likely  to  lagging  appreciation  of  the  significance  of 
the  data,  and  reluctance  to  face  its  implications.  The  time  lost  represents  the  loss  of 
irreplacable  energy,  resource. 

STEPn 

Promulgation  by  governmental  authorities  of  the  'Peak  Oil'  crisis,  the  imminent 
decline  in  available  energy  supplies,  and  the  extraordinary  measures  necessary  to  meet  the 
crisis.  PubUc  cooperation  would  be  enlisted. 

Step  m 

Legislative  enactment  by  national  governments  to  place  controls  on  all  energy 
resources  in  order  to  achieve  best  use  of  energy  and  to  extend  the  period  of  availability  of 
hydrocarbon  resources,  and  to  encourage  the  development  and  application  of  ahemative 
sources. 

STEPIV 

Enactment  of  laws  at  all  levels  of  government  to  provide  for  a  safe  and  orderly 
transition  to  a  new  order  of  society.  The  immensity  of  this  change  may  require  something 
akin  to  Military  Law,  perhaps  to  the  extent  of  Total  Conscription  as  proposed  by 
Technocracy  in  WWII. 

STEPV 

Set  up  a  rationing  system  to  control  energy  use  by  individuals,  corporations  and 
others 
comparable  to  wartime  practice. 
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WILL  TECHNOCRACY  BE  NEEDED 


AFTER  TEAK  OIL'? 


INTRODUCTION 


The  general  acceptance  of  "Peak  Oil"  and  the  inevitable  decline  in  available  energy 
will  result  in  drastic  measures  to  conserve  and  extend  the  remaining  reserves  of  petroleum 
and  natural  gas.  The  present  rate  of  use  of  energy  will  be  reduced,  probably  by  a  system 
of  rationing  that  can  be  introduced  in  stages  to  allow  time  to  adapt.  Alternative  sources  of 
energy  will  be  urgently  developed.  A  temporary  equilibrium  may  be  established  from  time 
to  time. 

Present  rate  of  energy  conversion  in  America  is  more  than  200,000  kg. cal. /capita/day.  For 
the  purposes  of  this  paper,  we  will  assume  that  a  level  at  half  or  less  of  the  present  rate 
can  be  projected.  What  will  be  the  consequences  of  such  a  condition? 

INDUSTRY 

A  large  portion  of  present-day  industry  will  be  abandoned  as  non-erssential  in 
order  to  save  eneregy.  This  will  result  in  massive  unemployment.  Surviving  industry  will 
maintain  and  even  increase  in  efficiency,  using  automation,  mass  production  methods,  and 
continuous  24-hour-a-day  operation,  again  to  save  energy.  An  increase  in  employment  is 
possible  in  many 

cases  by  installing  a  variation  of  the  Technocracy  work  schedule  of  4  hour  shifts,  four  days 
on,  three  days  off,  with  seven  teams  in  rotation  to  maintain  a  constant  work  force. 

AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture  for  major  food  crops  will  continue  to  be  done  on  a  large  scale  with 
maximum  mechanization  wherever  possible  and  practical.  This  would  be  the  best  use  of 
energy  Kitchen  gardens  would  be  encouraged  and  perhaps  small  communes  of  mixed 
farms  using  some  animals.  This  would  be  a  life  style  to  suit  a  segment  of  the  population 
and  thus  provide  useful  employment.  It  could  restore  in  some  degree  a  form  of  rural  life 
that  has  largely  disappeared  in  America.  It  would  be  designed  for  energy  conservation  and 
to  be  an  energy  source  rather  than  an  energy  sink. 

SERVICES 


A  vast  reduction  in  some  service  areas  such  as  financial,  advertising, 
merchandising,  travel,  etc.  will  result  in  massive  unemployment.  Some  other  service  areas 
might  see  significant  growth,  such  as  education,  health,  recreation,  entertainment,  using 
man-hours  rather  than  killowat  hours. 
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CONCLUSION 

On  balance  it  appears  there  will  be  a  major  unemployment  problem.    The  collapse 
of  the  financial  structure  in  the  face  of  great  negative  growth  will  take  with  it  the  wage 
and  salary 

method  of  distributing  purchasing  power,  along  with  the  disappearance  of  the  world  of 
financial  wealth.  Suddenly  the  population  will  have  no  monetary  income.  Temporary 
measures  such  as  rationing  and/or  fiat  currency  could  be  used,  but  for  sustained  social 
operations  it  would  be  necessary  to  introduce  Technocracy's  design  of  the  Energy  Debit 
Card,  whereby  each  citizen  would  be  allocated  an  equal  share  of  disposable  income  in 
terms  of  energy  .  The  individual  share  would  be  determined  by  prorating  the  total  energy 
available  for  consumables  in  the  Continental  area  after  the  necessary  deduction  for 
operating  the  supporting  structure.  An  outline  of  the  details  of  the  design  has  been 
published  and  is  available  fi^om  Technocracy  Inc. 
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Attention 

VETERANS 

OF 

WORLD  WAR  II 

(and  contemporaries) 
REMEMBER: 

It  was  the  war  against  the  fascist  Germany/Italy  axis,  and  Japan.  It  was  the  war 
to  save  democracy  from  the  authoritarian  corporate-state  model  -fascism. 

Fifty-five  million  people  died.  The  devastation  of  lives  and  property  was  beyond 
calculation. 

It  appeared  in  1945  that  we  had  won  the  war  against  fascism.  But  now  we  stand 
to  lose  it. 


TODAY: 

In  the  name  of  globalization  huge  transnational  corporations,  supported  by 
the  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO),  the  International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF),  and 
the  World  Bank,  are  superseding  the  sovereignty  of  nations  and  imposing  financial 
controls  over  domestic  economies  world-wide.  This  is  fascism  on  a  global  scale. 

The  results  are  well  documented.  Democratic  expression  is  extinguished.  The 
overriding  thrust  for  profits  by  dominant  international  corporations  results  in  the 
exploitation  of  labor,  an  increase  in  poverty,  the  looting  of  national  resources,  damage 
to  the  natural  environment,  and  the  substitution  of  endemic  cultures  and  social  services 
with  imported  commercial  models.  Of  the  hundred  largest  economies  in  the  world, 
fifty-two  are  now  transnational  corporations.  Some  of  the  players  incluide:  Monsanto, 
Shell,  Archer  Daniels  Midland,  Nestle,  Phillip  Morris,  CocaCola,  Nike,  Disney,etc.etc. 

Protest  movements  are  growing  world-wide  as  exploited  people  of  many 
nations  try  to  take  back  their  national  economies  and  the  heritage  of  their  'commons'. 
The  response  by  corporate  and  national  authorities  has  been  suppression  by  force, 
using  the  best  techniques  of  Nazi-style  jack-booted  police  and  militia  units.  But  the 
protests  keep  growing  (  ever  ignored  by  the  corporate  media). 

CALL  TO  ACTION 

If  we  lose  the  battle  against  globalization  (global  fascism)  we  will  have  lost  the 
struggle  that  was  WWII.  Fascism  is  on  the  march.  Again.  Don't  let  it  happen.  Watch 
for  a  PROTEST  RALTY  near  you.  Let  the  Legion  take  the  lead. 

(Note:    Fascism  may  be  defined  as  the  Corporate  State  in  which  all  economic  and  social 
life  is  organized  around  corporations,  under  authoritarian  administration.) 

Wah  Fryers.  17  Mar  2001. 
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Attention:  Veterans  of  WWII. 


Supplement  1. 


PLAN  OF  ACTION 

OB.TECTIVE 

It  is  necessary  to  amend  or  eliminate  the  rules  of  the  World  Trade  Organnization 
(WTO)  which  overrule  the  sovereign  rights  of  nations.  Consequently  it  will  be  necessary 
to  amend  or  repeal  treaties  such  as  the  NAFTA  (North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement), 
and  FTAA  (Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas).  Only  in  this  way  can  we  protect 
from  exploitation  by  private  corporations:  our  resources,  labor  rights,  health  care,  our 
public  education  system,  the  environment,  our  social  and  cultuiral  heritage,  democracy 
itself 

This  may  only  be  achieved  by  citizen  participation  in  massive  protest  actions. 
The  institutions  of  the  status  quo  are  solidly  lined  up  to  maintain  the  primacy  of  the 
World  Trade  Organization,  the  International  Monetary  Fund  and  the  World  Bank. 
Included  in  support  are  most  levels  of  government,  banks  and  other  financial  institutions, 
many  so-called  right-wing  think-tanks,  most  media,  even  most  churches,  etc. 
Democracy,  it  seems,  must  return  to  the  streets.  Join  the  action. 

PERSONAL  INFLUENCE 

A  majority  of  citizens  are  blissfully  unaware  of  the  contemporary  trends  of 
history.  It  was  so  in  Germany  as  fascism  gained  power  in  the  1930's  and  steered 
that  nation  into  disastrous  WWII.  Time  now  to  prevent  such  trends  and  forces  at 
work  here  from  determining  our  future.  Talk  to  your  family,  friends  and  neighbors. 

SUPPORT  LOCAL  INITIATIVES 

There  are  organizations  active  in  major  centres  that  need  your  support.    One 
such  is  the  Parkland  Institute  of  the  University  of  Alberta.  It's  mandate  is  primarily 
provincial,  but  in  the  contemporary  world  that  interest  must  be  national,  even  global. 
It  publishes  the  Parkland  Post,  a  variety  of  publications  on  globalization  issues, 
corporatism,  etc,  organizes  lectures,  conferences,  etc.  It  is  supported  by  member- 
shiips  and  sponsors. 

Another  one  is  the  Peoples  Action  Network  in  some  centres.  This  organization 
teaches  about  the  issues  and  trains  citizens  in  non-violent  protest. 

And  of  course  there  are  local  chapters  of  larger  organizations  such  as  the 
Council  of  Canadians.  Canadian  Labor  Congress,  provincial  associations  of  all  kinds,  etc. 


NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  most  effective  organizations  of  all  are  the  national  ones.  Pre-eminent  among 
these  are  the  Council  of  Canadians  (Maude  Barlow)  and  the  Canadian  Centre  for  Policy 
Alternatives  (Judy  Rebick),  both  strategically  located  in  Ottawa.    They  are  widely 
supported  by  memberships  and  donations,  and  publish  regular  bulletins  of  the  research 
done  by  a  variety  of  investigators.  The  CQC  has  been  especially  effective  in  helping 
block  the  Multinational  Agreement  on  Invpstpient  (MAJ)  ancj  supporting  protest 
activities  nationally  artd  globally.  Support  these  organizations! 
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A  LETTER  TO  PEOPLE  I  CARE  ABOUT 

I  feel  I  must  write  this  letter  now.  I  am  92.  And  this  is  the  year,  most  likely,  of 
Peak  Oil.  Many  people  are  unaware  of  the  portent  of  Peak  Oil.  I  see  it  as  the  greatest 
threat  ofall  time  for  human  kind.  Hear  me  now. 

Many  writers  and  the  media  at  large  are  coming  to  recognize  the  fact  of  Peak  Oil 
and  the  consquent  decline  in  available  energy.  I  leave  it  to  them  to  recount  the  story  of 
the  hundred  year  bonanza  of  petroleum,  and  the  dire  consequences  of  trying  to  survive 
without  it.  Add  in  the  decline  of  natural  gas  to  follow.  My  concern  is  the  need  for  a 
practical  plan  for  survival  of  the  greatest  number  of  North  Americans  and  for  the 
integrity  of  this  continent,  our  home. 

Today's  form  of  governance  cannot  meet  this  challenge.  The  corporate  design  of 
the  economy  will  certainly  fail.  Consider  this:  the  'corporation'  is  designed  for  growth. 
From  its  beginning  in  the  1700s  it  has  been  an  instrument  to  gather  investment  coital  for 
new  and  growing  enterprises.  It  became  the  joint-share,  limited-liability  company  that 
we  know  today.  There  are  some  5  million  corporations  making  up  the  economy  of  the 
United  States  in  the  year  2000. 

These  are  the  legal  entities  that  'own  and  operate'  the  means  whereby  we  live: 
the  mines,  the  smelters,  the  factories,  the  transportation  systems,  the  power  systems,  the 
communication  systems,  forestry,  agriculture...  the  essential  elements  of  the  economy. 
They  have  shareholders  to  whom  they  owe  the  rewards  of  investment  -  the  interest, 
dividends,  etc.  In  an  era  of  'negative'  growth,  they  will  progressively  become  bankrupt, 
collapsing  the  debt  structure  which  sustained  them.  Governments  will  lose  taxes. 
Employees  will  lose  their  jobs.The  social  fabric  becomes  unravelled.  It's  as  simple  as 
that.  And  it's  as  dangerous  as  that.  An  alternative  model  ofthe  economy  becomes 
necessary  for  survival. 

Some  writers  recognize  the  need  for  an  alternative  structure  ofthe  economy,  but 
fail  to  present  the  elements  of  a  new  design.  Some  are  resigned  to  return  to  elemental 
survival  with  kitchen  gardens  and  community  crafts.  Others  recommend  a  gun  with  lots 
of  ammunition.  Few  of  North  America's  over  300  million  citizens  would  suvive  in  these 
scenarios.    One  author  -  Kenneth  S.  Deffeyes,  geologist  and  author  of  'Beyond  Oil'  - 
calls  for  a  'blueprint  for  society  constrained  by  the  availability  of  resources'. 

There  is  such  a  blueprint.  It  is  the  Technocracy!  First  proposed  by  Howard  Scott 
in  1933,  it  is  a  functional  design,  not  one  based  on  politics  or  price.  The  operating 
elements  ofthe  many  'companies'  that  make  up  an  industry  or  service  can  be  grouped 
voXo  functional  sequences.  North  America's  complex  high  tech  society  is  made  up  of 
between  50  and  100  such  sequences.  Each  would  be  a  pyramid-like  structure,  staffed  on 
the  basis  of  competence  only.  The  head  of  each  sequence  participates  on  the  Continental 
Board  -  a  new  form  of  governance.  The  measurement  and  control  ofthe  economy  is 
based  on  a  budget  of  available  energy  from  every  source.   Purchasing  power  allocated  to 
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the  consumer  base  would  be  in  terms  of  energy  units  also,  equivalent  to  the  energy 
available  for  consumer  goods  and  services. 

Functional  design  is  not  new.  Every  corporation  in  business  to  make  a  profit  uses 
the  functional  model  in  its  staffing  and  operations.  The  best  staff  and  the  most  efficient 
operation  keep  it  in  business  and  ahead  of  the  competition.  It's  the  winning  formula  in  a 
growth  situation.  That  is  about  to  end  for  the  corporate  model  in  a  Price  System,  as  we 
come  to  the  decline  of  the  Petroleum  Age.   For  the  first  time  in  history  we  must  apply 
the  functional  model  to  the  governance  of  a  country  and  a  continent,  for  survival. 

We  do  not  have  a  choice!  But  we  do  have  a  chance  if  we  don't  leave  it  too  late. 

And  who  are  the  people  I  care  about?   Let  me  start  with  my  family.  But  they  are 
dependent  on  their  community,  its  goods  and  services.  And  their  community  is 
dependent  again  on  the  larger  economy  of  the  country  and  the  continent.  I  find  I  care 
about  humanity  and  the  earth  that  is  its  home.  I  take  my  stand  for  a  new  beginning  -  a 
re-design  of  society  -  a  Technate  of  North  America,  to  show  the  way.  And  you? 


16  July  2005. 


Walter  Fryers. 
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NOTICE 


FOREWARNING:  To  members  of  Technocracy  and  contacts 

In  the  months  immediately  ahead  there  will  be  a  rude  awakening  for  the  general  public 
that  we  face  an  incredible  challenge  to  our  standard  of  living,  in  fact  to  our  civilization 
and  our  very  survival.  PEAK  OIL  is  upon  us,  and  the  consequent  decline  in  supplies  of 
petroleum  and  natural  gas  will  mojdld  our  fate.  Retreat  is  far  more  difficult  than  advance 
in  peace  as  well  as  in  war.  No  manipulation  of  money  or  politics  can  save  us.  At  best  we 
can  adapt,  adapt,  adapt. 

The  role  petroleum  plays  in  our  standard  of  living  is  hard  to  appreciate.  It  is  omnipresent. 
It  fuels  our  cars,  our  trains,  our  buses,  our  ships,  our  aircraft  -  all  forms  of  transportation. 
It  powers  the  machines  that  do  our  farming  and  make  our  manufactures.  It  contributes  to 
the  production  of  the  electricity  that  lights  our  cities  and  homes.  It  supplies  the  raw 
material  for  chemicals,  including  drugs  and  health  products,  fibres  in  clothing,  plastics  of 
all  kinds,even  the  asphalt  on  our  roads.  Along  with  natural  gas  it  supplies  most  of  the 
energy  for  manufacturing,  heating  and  air  conditioning.  It  is  the  source  of  most 
fertilizers,  herbicides,  insecticides.  It  is  basic  to  food  production,  processing, 
distributing.  The  list  goes  on! 

How  did  we  arrive  at  this  point?  And  is  it  real? 

The  petroleum  business  is  a  complex  one.  There  are  several  dozen  oil  fields  world-wide, 
great  and  small,  and  a  number  of  private  and  national  enterprises  exploiting  them.  Much 
of  the  data  on  the  resource  and  the  technology  involved  is  treated  as  confidential,  even 
secret.  So  reliable  information  is  sometimes  hard  to  come  by.  Nevertheless  the  picture 
has  been  developed  to  the  point  that  there  is  a  broad  consensus  on  major  trends. 

It  has  long  been  recognized  that  petroleum,  being  a  finite  resource,  would  run  out 
sometime.  To  get  a  measure  of  its  future  and  put  a  date  on  it  has  been  difficult.  An  early 
pioneer  in  forecasting  the  life  expectancy  of  the  resource  was  M.  King  Hubbert*,  a 
geophysicist.  As  early  as  1956  he  calculated  that  U.S.  oil  production  would  peak  in  the 
early  1970s.  It  was  contested  and  denied,  but  it  did  indeed  peak  in  1970.  He  made  a 
further  calculation  in  1982  that  world  production  would  peak  in  2001  to  2004.  Again  it 
was  contradicted  or  ignored.  Now  in  2003  the  evidence  is  accumulating  that  the  peak  is 
here.  Many  authorities  now  support  this  reality  with  books  and  papers  with  scientific 
analyses  and  abundant  data.  It  appears  that  the  George  W.  Bush  administration  in  the 
U.S  is  aware  of  the  situation  and  is  carrying  out  policies  to  secure  the  declining  resource, 
including  war.  Yes,  it  is  real! 

The  response  to  this  reality  has  varied  from  apocalyptic  forecasts  of  massive  'die-off  to 
simply  ignoring  the  problem.  Whatever  our  fate,  it  is  time  to  face  the  problem, 
individually  and  collectively.  You  can  help,  and  be  helped.  Time  is  of  the  essence! 


M..  King  Hubbert  was  a  founding  member  of  Technocracy  Inc.  in  1933. 
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COMPLEX  SYSTEMS 

require 

Measurement  and  Control 


rNTRODUCTION 

The  North  American  economy  is  a  complex  system.  Indeed  it  may  be  the  most  complex 
system  man  has  ever  built.  It  is  the  means  whereby  we  live.  Consider: 

-  the  complex  of  electrical  grids  spanning  the  continent 

-  the  network  of  gas  and  petroleum  piplelines,  continent  wide 

-  the  standardized  rail  and  highway  systems  throughout  the  continent 

-  the  range  of  agricultural  lands  and  products,  tropical  to  sub-arctic 

-  the  fisheries  that  gird  the  continent 

-  the  array  of  communications:  wire,  cable,  satellite,  radio,  TV,  InterNet 

-  the  forests,  the  minerals,  the  lakes  and  rivers,  the  climate 

-  the  workforce,  the  factories,  the  schools,  the  people,the  culture. 

This  is  North  Amenca.  It  is  us.  It  is  an  integrated  entity.  And  it  ends  at  the  sea.  The  integrity  of 
this  structure  must  be  maintained  intact  for  our  continued  survival,  individually  and  collectively. 

Like  any  complex  system,  to  keep  it  operating  there  must  be  a  system  of  measurement 
and  control.  The  more  complex  the  system  becomes  and  the  faster  it  operates,  the  more  exact 
and  timely  must  be  the  measurements  and  hence  the  control. 

Today's  measurement  and  control  is  by  the  Price  System*-  based  on  money,  price  and 
value.  It  is  increasingly  unstable  and  dangerously  inadequate.  It  is  a  ^scarcity'  system. 

Tomorrow's  system  of  measurement  and  control  must  be  based  on  energy  -  the  physical 
measure  of  the  physical  processes  that  sustain  us.  It  can  handle  'abundance'. 

THE  PRICE  SYSTEM  OF  MEASUREMENT  AND  CONTROL 

Although  primitive  in  its  origin,  the  system  of  money,  price  and  value  has  evolved  into  an 
incredibly  complex  system  of  measurement  and  control.  Through  the  barter  stage,  the  simple 
token  exchange,  to  the  modem  construct  of  banks,  corporations,  credit  and  debt,  stocks 
and  bonds,  mutual  funds,  derivatives  and  hedge  funds  and  all  the  rest  of  the  intricacies  of  a 
mature  price  system,  it  has  become  the  universal  means  of  measuring  and  controlling  an 
economy. 

*  Price  System  -  Any  social  system  whatsoeveer  that  effects  its  distribution  of  goods  and  services 
by  means  of  a  system  of  trade  or  commerce  bssed  on  commodity  valuation  and  employing  any  form  of  debt 
tokens,  or  money,  constitutes  a  Price  System.    None  other  than  Price  Systems  exist  at  the  present  time. 
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Control?  you  ask  You  thought  it  was  a  free  market  system,  the  very  essence  of  freedom, 
the  antithesis  of  control.  It  was  free  enterprise.  It  was  individual  initiative.  For  some,  yes.  For 
mosr,  no.  And  then  only  within  the  constraints  of  credit  worthy  and  profitable  businesses  as  de- 
fined by  the  controls  set  by  the  institutions  of  the  price  system,  the  banks  and  such.  It  adds  up  to 
a  system  of  absolute  control,  often  bearing  little  relation  to  the  potential  of  the  physical  economy 
or  the  needs  of  a  population  of  consumers.  It  must  preserve  the  values  of  scarcity. 

Typically,  Price  Systems  rise,  then  fall,  often  taking  the  government  with  it.  The    se- 
quence begins  with  a  period  of  economic  growth  which  is  accompanied  by  an  accumulation  of 
debt  (credit)  until  the  debt  outstrips  the  ability  of  the  economy  to  sustain  it  with  interest  pay- 
ments.    This  has  happened  many  times  right  up  to  the  present.  The  consequent  collapse  can  be 
severe  in  the  case  of  less  developed  nations,  to  catastrophic  for  industrialized  nations.  Usually 
the  monetary  unit  is  changed  and  the  process  begins  again.  But  United  States  and  Canada  will 
not  have  the  opportunity  to  survive  a  major  collapse  of  the  money  system  and  re-start  it  fi^om 
scratch.  The  wheels  must  be  kept  turning.  A  non-Price  System  will  be  needed. 


AN  ENERGY-  BASFD  SYSTEM  OF  MEASUREMENT  AND  CONTROL 


Only  one  other  system  of  measurement  and  control  that  does  not  involve  the  use  of 
money,  price  and  value  has  been  proposed.  It  is  measurement  and  control  in  terms  of  the 
energy  consumed  in  the  course  of  providing  and  using  products  and  services.  It  could  only  be 
applied  in  a  situation  of  high  energy  consumption,  relatively  abundant  resources  and  continental 
extent.  That  is,  an  economy  of  potential  abundance  to  replace  the  limitations  of  a  Price  System. 

Continental  North  America  seems  to  fit  that  description.  Measured  by  the  per  capita 
rate  of  energy  consumption,  US  leads  the  worid  at  better  than  200,000  Kg  Cal.per  day.  Canada 
is  not  far  behind..  The  total  array  of  resources  for  consumption  and  trade  is  favorable. 

The  name  proposed  for  an  energy-based  economic  system  is  a  TECHNATE,  and  the 
form  of  governance  would  be  a  TECHNOCRACY. 

The  transition  envisioned  here  from  a  Price  System  to  a  Technate  would  be  the  most 
fundamental  social  transformation  in  history.  It  would  entail  a  lengthy  period  of  difficult  and 
stressful  change,  but  also  a  constructive  and  dynamic  challenge.  It  would  require  the  total 
committment  of  an  entire  population,  comparable  to  war-time  emergency.  It  will  only  happen 
in  the  event  of  a  terminal  collapse  of  the  Price  System.  Then,  to  survive,  it  must  happen. 

This  is  a  simple  exposition  of  the  dilemma  facing  North  America.  A  full  understanding 
of  both  the  failure  of  the  Price  System  and  the  need  and  potential  of  a  Technate  can  be  had  by 
further  study  of  the  findings  of  the  Technical  Alliance  of  1919  and  Technocracy  Inc.  of  1933, 
available  in  the  publication  '  Technocracy,  Technological  Social  Design',  1990.. 
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THE  DECISIVE  BATTLE  OF  WORLD  WAR  III  ? 

INTRODUCTION 

It  is  on  now!  You  didn't  notice?  That  is  because  this  war  is  not  being  waged  by 
force  of  arms.  It  is  being  played  out  on  paper:  in  corporate  board  rooms,  in  stock 
exchanges,  in  financial  institutions,  in  parliaments  and  legislatures,  in  business  oligopolies, 
in  court  room  encounters,  in  "think  tank"  enclaves,  in  the  media,  in  other  words  in  all  the 
establishments  and  institutions  involved  in  the  operations  and  consequences  of  foreign  and 
domestic  trade  and  international  finance.  It  is  the  'war'  to  impose  the  Multilateral 
Agreement  on  Investments  upon  the  unsuspecting  public  of  many  nations. 

At  issue:  Shall  the  sovereignty  of  nations  be  taken  over  by  global  corporations  in  a 
new  form  of  global  fascism;  or  shall  the  role  of  national  governance  be  restored,  enhanced 
and  maintained 

Conventional  wars  have  been  fought  for  economic  gain,  for  territorial  acquisition, 
ideological  dominance,  for  ethnic  superiority,  and  so  on.  This  war  is  being  fought  for  the 
advantage  of  transnational  corporations  and  the  financial  interests  they  represent.  The 
penalty  for  the  losing  countries  in  this  war  will  be  comparable  to  the  losers  in  conventional 
wars.  If  the  proposed  MAI  treaties  are  enacted  subject  nations  could  suffer:  damaged 
environments,  set-backs  in  heahh  and  welfare,  constraints  on  labor  rights,  loss  of 
democratic  fi^eedoms,  cultural  deprivation;  and  loss  of  national  identity.  . 

The  fortune  of  war  turns  in  most  cases  on  a  decisive  battle:  fi'om  the  battle  of 
Marathon  (490  B.C.)  to  the  battle  of  Waterloo  (1815)  to  the  battle  of  Midway  (1942),  to 
name  three  of  the  many.  The  decisive  battle  of  this  World  War  III  may  well  rest  upon  the 
outcome  of  the  projected  Treaty  on  the  Multilateral  Agreement  on  Investments,  the  MAI. 
It  appears  that  hot  war  is  no  longer  necessary  to  conquer  nations. 

PRELIMINARY  SKIRMISHES  -  FT  A,  WTO,  NAFTA 


Trade  between  tribes  and  nations  is  older  than  history.  It  is  normal  commerce: 
simply  a  fair  exchange  of  goods  and  services.  In  the  past,  though,  it  has  often  been 
imposed  with  force  of  arms  when  one  party  seeks  to  exploit  the  advantage  of  superior 
strength.  Today  multinational  corporations  with  vast  accumulations  of  capital  at  their 
disposal  seek  to  exploit  the  advantage  that  the  modem  marketplace  offers  them.  But  not 
content  with  a  fair  exchange  of  goods  and  services,  they  seek  to  conquer  the  restrictions 
of  national  sovereignty  with  overriding  treaties  allowing  them  global  freedom  to  exploit 
profitable  enterprise  free  of  national  borders  and  national  interests. 


'-■>--    ■- v^ ...-^'--i J"'.-' -■,:-iWK:mP i^-'-'^-'g'.'-^r-gg^ariTOini^-^-'^'^ani.-'.^si^^ 


^'-.^t 


-'i 


:-:3V,' 


.*j 


^^ 

^■BB&'-^- , 

■n 

l^^ji^^; '; 

m0 

v:*j^;  -  ^ 

■mt 

>*  >•■'  "  ■     - 

•^-^5^^ 


^-i>.-.:,r>^:^3^^^«^«r3^««>^^^;.C.v,'C.^;.^.i>:v>:- 


'jf^i^r^tfifK':' 


FTA  (1989) 

The  Canada-US  Free  Trade  Agreement  (FTA)  took  effect  1  January  1989, 
against  the  will  of  the  majority  of  Canadians  It  was  far  more  than  a  simple  treaty  to  free 
up  tariffs  and  extend  GATT.  It  promoted  a  'level  playing  field'  between  the  elephant 
(U.S.)  and  the  mouse,  (Canada),  resulting  in  the  overwhelming  and  progessive  dominance 
of  American  economic  power  in  many  sectors  of  the  Canadian  economy.  "Even  before  the 

FTA  Canada  had  the  highest  level  of  foreign  ownership  of  any  country  in  the  world In 

the  first  three  years  of  the  FTA  Canada  lost  1 .4  million  jobs,  including  500,000 
manufacturing  jobs,  over  25%  of  its  entire  manufacturing  sector.  (In  the  same  period  the 
U.S.  lost  only  6%  of  its  manufacturing  base.)  All  the  while  increasing  amounts  of  our 
rapidly  dwindling  non-renewable  resources  are  pouring  south  across  the  border  at  fire  sale 


prices 
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"In  reality  the  FTA  was  only  superficially  about  trade.  It  was  primarily  about 
investment.  The  Americans  wanted  guaranteed  access  to  our  resources  and  our  industries 
-  all  of  our  industries.  We  held  out  on  a  couple  of  fronts,  including  cultural  industries 

"With  the  FTA,  President  Ronal  Reagan  accomplished  with  one  stroke  of  the  pen 
what  Amercian  armies  had  been  unable  to  do  in  1776  and  1812,  He  conquered 
Canada."  ** 

NAFTA,  ri994) 

The  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  of  1994  extended  the  geographical 
scope  of  the  FTA  to  include  Mexico.  ".  the  cornerstones  of  NAFTA  and  the  FTA  are  its 
investment  codes.  In  turn,  these  investment  codes  constitute  a  bill  of  rights  and  freedoms 
for  transnational  corporations.  Through  national  treatment  clauses  and  provisions  for  the 
elimination  of  job  content  requirements,  export  quotas  and  foreign  investment  measures, 
these  codes  have  enormously  increased  the  power  of  transnational  corporations  over  our 
economic,  social  and  environmental  future."  ***  Most  Canadians  don't  know  what  is  in 
these  treaties. 


As  Clayton  Yeutter,  the  Chief  U.S.  Trade  Representative,  stated  in  1987:  "The 
Canadians  don't  know  what  they  have  signed.  In  twenty  years  they  will  be  sucked  into  the 
U.S.  economy."  It  is  a  take-over  now  taking  place  by  buy-outs  of  Canadian  business  and 
industry  by  foreign  corporations.  "Tn  1997,  97.5  per  cent  of  the  $21.2  billion  (in  foreign 
investment)  went  for  acquisitions,  and  a  meagre  2.5  per  cent  constituted  new  foreign 

business  investment About  40  per  cent  of  the  top  500  corporations  in  Canada  are 

already  foreign-controlled. "  *  *  *  * 
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WTO  (1995) 

"Initially,  the  European  Commission  (EC)  had  proposed  that  a  gobal  investment 
treaty  be  developed  as  the  centrepiece  of  the  new  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO).  But 
the  U.S.  feared  that  opposition  from  developing  countries  in  the  WTO  would  'water  down' 

any  consensus  that  might  be  reached  on  an  investment  treaty The  U.S.  therefore 

decided  that  the  best  way  to  achieve  a  'high  standard'  investment  treaty  was  to  negotiate  it 
through  the  rich  nations'  club  of  the  OECD."  *** 

MAI  (????) 

Paul  Hellyer,  former  Canadian  caabinet  minister,  writes  in  his  booklet:  "THE 
EVIL  EMPIRE"  (1997):  "...The  MAI  is,  in  reality,  a  bill  of  rights  for  international  banks 
and  global  corporations.  Someone  dubbed  it  'NAFTA  on  steroids.  Its  purpose  is  to 
provide  risk-free  and  problem-free  opportunities  for  international  corporations  -  benefits 

gained  at  the  expense  of  national  sovereignty  and  national  advantage The  MAI  grants  to 

citizens  and  corporations  of  all  29-member  countries  of  the  OECD  'citizen  status'  in  host 
countries,  Consequently,  they  can  never  be  discriminated  against  by  any  government  at 
any  level,  on  any  account,  such  as  their  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  citizens  of  the  host 
country  .   Serving  the  interests  of  the  host  country  is  deemed  to  be  'protectionist'  and 
consequently  prohibited." 

The  rules  set  out  in  FT  A  and  NAFTA  will  be  included  and  augmented  in  MAI. 
These  rights  of  transnational  corporations  are  listed  in  abbrevated  form  in  Appendix  A. 
Further,  the  application  of  these  rules  is  to  be  extended  to  provinces  and  municipalities 
and  the  abrogation  period  extended  from  six  months  to  twenty  years.  Once  enacted  there 
will  be  virtually  no  escape.  Paul  Hellyer's  'Evil  Empire'  will  be  de  facto. 

The  MAI  can  be  stopped  by  a  massive  rallying  of  the  citizens  of  many  countries. 
Such  action  is  underway.  The  ratification  of  MAI  by  various  national  governments  would 
take  some  months,  so  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  opposition  will  be  successful  in  this 
action.  That  may  defer,  but  will  not  necesssarily  end,  the  threat  of  the  takeover  of 
national  sovereignties  by  global  corporations.  The  vast  accumulations  of  capital  which  are 
the  empowerment  of  the  transnational  corporations  will  seek  new  venues  for  expression 
until  at  last  a  final  collapse  -  a  great  depression  -  deprives  them  of  power. 

If  such  an  eventuality  comes  to  pass,  a  new  order  of  men's  affairs  will  arise  in 
America.  It  could  then  be  the  time  of  a  Technocracy! 


22  Feb  98 


Walt  Fryers. 


*  Citizens  Concerned  About  Free  Trade,  "The  Fight  For  Canada  Goes  On". 
**  Hellyer,  Paul:  "The  Evil  Empire",  1997.p  85  . 
***Clarke,Tony;  "The  Corporate  RuleTreaty",  April  1997,  p.l. 
****Hurtig,  Mel:  Globe  &  Mail  Commentary.  5  April  98:  "How  Much  of  Canada  Do 
We  Want  To  Sell". 
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APPENDIX  A 
THE  MAI  HAS  WRITTEN  INTO  ITS  DETAILED  DRAFT  ARTICLES  THE  RIGHTS 
OF  TRANSNATIONAL  CORPORATIONS:** 


to  export  their  commodities  or  services  across  all  borders  to  other  societies'  markets 
with  no  conditions  attached; 

to  unilaterally  purchase  and  own  any  structure  or  productive  capacity  of  any  other 

signatory  nation  with  no  requirement  to  sustain  its  viability  ,  employment  level  or 
location  in  the  home  country; 

to  own  any  saleable  natural  resource  of  other  countries  and  to  have  national  right  to  any 
concession,  licence  or  authorization  to  extract  its  oil,  forest,  mineral  or  other 
resources  with  no  oblgation  to  sustain  these  resources,  or  to  use  them  in  the 
interest  of  the  host  society, 

to  bid  for  and  own  any  privatized  public  infrastructure,  social  good  or  cuhural  trans- 
mission without  any  limit  of  foreign  control  permitted  by  law; 

to  have  access  to  any  domestic  government  grant,  loan,  tax  incentive  or  subsidy  with  the 
same  rights  as  any  domestic  firm,  with  no  means  test,  locale  requirement  or  public- 
interest  distinction  permitted; 

to  be  free  of  any  and  all  performance  requirements  of  job  creation,  domestic  purchase  of 
goods,  import/export  reciprocation,  and  technology  or  knowledge  transfer  to  the 
host  society; 

to  repel  as  illegal  any  national  standards  of  human  rights,  labor  rights  or  environmental 
protection  on  goods  produced  in  and  imported  from  other  regions  or  nations. " 


.r-    ■.'•>.*' 


I 

P 

^:" ' 

■ 

m 

■''  ■■>'■' 

■.-■er*'    •• 

'  ^        '    ■   -^         -     -4 

,      ;' 

>-',■  -> ,  ■ 

■-^-■^^^ 

•^  -•" 

-        ■" 

''■^*:r.-!r:. 

* 

•    , 

^^-- 

^  *•*.. '.     ■"•    ■ 

-/" 

^    ■*.- 

\ 

2nd  draft 


SALVAGING  THE  PRICE  SYSTEM 

Life  extension  for  a  bankrupt  system 


Whatever  happened  to  that  long  awaited  crash,  that  new  depression,  that  widely- 
feared  economic  crisis?  It  was  not  just  anticipated  by  gloomsters  and  pessimists,  or  by 
reformers  and  futurists  looking  for  a  new  deal.  It  was  accepted  as  the  inevitable  outcome 
of  a  period  of  vigorous  growth  which  could  not  continue    Indeed,  it  seemed  to  be 
happening  in  the  early  eighties  when  inflation  reached  double  digits  -  nearly  20%  -  in  the 
U.S.  Instead,  North  American  economies  resumed  steady  growth.  The  Price  System  had 
been  salvaged.  How? 

Call  it  innovative  bookkeeping,  creative  financing,  or  what  you  will.  The  rules 
were  changed  in  unprecedented  ways  -  ways  seldom  defined,  little  noticed,  but  drastic  and 
fundamental,  as  we  will  discuss.  Most  importantly  the  changes  were  temporary  measures 
which  cannot  be  repeated  or  sustained.  The  great  crisis  had  been  deferred,  but  not  for 
good.  Here  now,  we  will  discuss  some  of  the  novel  devices  being  invoked  to  salvage  a 
moribund  Price  System.  First,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  the  usual  life  cycle  of  a  Price 
System. 

THE  RISE  AND  FALL  OF  PRICE  SYSTEMS 

Briefly,  modern  economies  grow  by  the  creation  of  debt  -  corporate,  private,  and 
governmental.  And  debt  grows  by  the  prevailing  interest  rate.  This  accumulating  debt 
rests  upon  physical  growth  of  the  economy.  As  long  as  there  is  sound  physical  growth, 
interest  can  be  earned  and  paid  on  the  growing  debt  structure.  The  interest  'validates'  the 
integrity  -  the  value  -  of  the  debt.  If  growth  lags  or  ends,  new  debt  cannot  be  created, 
and  old  debt  withers  as  interest  rates  decline  or  default..  It  is  an  oft  repeated  recipe  for  an 
economic  crisis. 


The  process  is  described  here  in  terms  of  debt.  But  a  dehi  is  the  lender's  term, 
corresponding  to  a  credit  to  the  borrower    The  process  can  be  described  as  readily  in 
terms  of  credit.  In  either  case  it  is  the  banks  and  other  financial  institutions  that  are  the 
main  players  and  the  best  indicators  of  the  total  action. 

History  is  littered  with  collapsed  debt  structures  and  with  the  economic  chaos  that 
results.  (Now,  in  late  1997,  Asia  is  presentng  a  cluster  of  examples,  before  that  it  was 
Mexico,  and  before  that  some  countries  in  South  America,  and  now  Russia,  all  of  recent 
date.)  Some  are  worse  than  others.   Sometimes  foreign  intervention  modifies  the  resuh. 
In  the  worst  cases,  resort  to  unlimited  inflation  ends  in  worthless  money,  a  new  currency  is 
substituted  for  the  old  currency,  and  a  new  growth  cycle  begins.  Somewhat  less  severe, 
the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930's  was  not  countered  with  inflation,  but  rather  with 
deflation.  Debt  was  massively  defaulted,  and  the  money  supply  dried  up.  World  War  II 
started  a  new  cycle  of  debt  creation,  ending  the  Great  Depression. 
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The  period  of  reconstruction  and  new  growth  following  WW  II  survived  a  series 
of  minor  recessions  until  the  late  '70's  and  early  '80's  when  a  very  serious  threat  of 
economic  collapse  threatened.  But  it  did  not  happen.  The  problems  were  overcome. 
How? 


INNOVATIVE  BANKING 

Possibly  the  most  outstanding  example  of  this  manoeuvre  can  be  found  in  the 
deregulated  Savings  and  Loans  institutions  of  the  United  States,  Freed  to  speculate  in  real 
estate  this  ended  up  in  multi-billion  dollar  bankruptcies  of  the  S  and  L  banks,  which  were 
then  partially  settled  with  'sucker'  (read:  taxpayer)  money. 

Bankruptcy  was  traditionally  a  shameful  end  of  unsuccessful  or  fraudulent 
enterprises.  Not  anymore.  In  the  desperate  search  for  places  to  invest  surplus  funds, 
banks  and  other  money  sources  recklessly  underwrite  ventures  of  all  kinds.  Generous 
write-off  terms  by  law  indemnify  the  banks  from  the  predictable  harvest  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  bankrupticies,  great  and  small.  Who  pays?  However  indirectly,  it  is  John  Q. 
Public,  suckered  again. 

MANAGED  INFLATION 

In  the  past  inflation  was  the  last  resort  of  bankrupt  economies.  Economies,  that  is, 
where  the  debt  structure  exceeded  the  productive  capacity  of  the  economy  and/or  the 
purchasing  power  needed  to  sustain  it    A  temporary  solution  was  to  support  purchasing 
power  by  printing  money  or  expanding  credit  with  no  corresponding  increase  in 
productive  capacity.  The  result  was  inflation  of  prices,  the  printing  of  more  money,  more 
inflation,  higher  prices,  and  so  on  until  the  currency  approached  worthlessness  and  was 
replaced  with  a  new  currency  at,  say,  one  new  to  ten  old.  In  short,  inflation  was  a  case  of 
too  much  money  chasing  too  few  goods. 

In  America  the  situation  was  different    Here  the  productive  capacity  seemed 
almost  without  limit.  Modest  inflation  was  tolerable  and  productive  capacity  quickly 
adapted.  Monetary  or  credit  expansion  of  around  2  or  3%  became  the  norm.  So  growth 
of  the  economy  and  of  the  debt  structure  moved  forward  to  salvage  the  Price  System  once 
more.  However  inflation  of  any  amount  penalizes  those  on  fixed  incomes.  These  include 
those  on  'un-indexed'  wages,  salaries,  and  pensions,  as  well  as  holders  of  fixed  income 
investments.  So  add  these  to  our  list  of 'suckers'  caught  in  the  salvage  procedures. 

GLOBALISM  and  FOREIGN  TRADE 

The  term  and  the  concept  of 'globalism'  have  been  sold  to  the  public  on  a 
massive  scale  and  so  successfially  that  the  idea  is  now  commonly  accepted  as  inevitable.  It 
appears  to  be  a  new  dimension  of  foreign  trade.  Trade  barriers  are  being  dismantled  as 
never  before.  The  credit  which  facilitates  these  transactions  provides  a  new  growth  of  the 
debt  structure  -  a  new,  and  for  the  time  being,  a  profitable  assignment  of  surplus  funds  for 
investment.  The  Price  System  is  salvaged  again.  This  expoitation  of  foreign  trade  is  not 
new  in  kind,  just  in  dimension.  Under  the  guise  of  'globalism'  it  is  essentially  an  extension 
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of  foreign  investment.  It  is  a  temporary  measure  which  can  and  often  does  collapse  in 
failure  when  markets  cannnot  absorb  the  increase  in  productivity, 

PRTVATTZATION 

Many  functions  that  were  formerly  government  responsibilities  have  been 
'privatized',  that  is,  handed  over  to  the  private  sector.  Major  airports  are  an  example. 
This  has  provided  an  opportunity  for  private  investment  and  a  further  growth  of  that 
share  of  the  debt  structure.  The  government  at  the  same  time  has  been  relieved  of 
incurring  debt  or  levying  taxes  to  accomplish  the  same  objectives.    It  was  a  convenient 
arrangement  for  governments  already  overburdened  by  debt  and  at  the  limit  of  the  tax 
resource. 

THE  CHARITY  GAME 

Better  evidence  of  the  failure  of  the  economy  (the  Price  System)  and  of 
governance  could  hardly  be  found  than  the  proliferation  of  charities  and  other  fund  raising 
schemes.  There  are  tens  of  thousands  of  them,  preying  on  the  gullibiHty  and  soft 
heart edness  of  the  middle  class.  Such  a  massive  con  game  could  only  be  perpetrated  by 
systematic  brain  washing  of  the  public  by  all  the  institutions  involved:  the  government,  the 
media,  the  churches,  and  supported  by  business,  industry,  financial  institutions,  community 
organizations:  in  short,  it  is  intrinsic  to  the  status  quo.  All  this  in  an  economy  of  potential 
abundance! 


Food  banks  have  been  around  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  are  still  growing.  A 
myriad  of  other  relief  organizations  minister  to  a  growing  sub-class  of  citizenry.  The  fund 
raising  drives  in  support  of  these  efforts  have  turned  into  a  small  industry,  highly 
organized  and  efficiently  aggressive.  Hospitals  beg  for  funds  to  support  new  equipment 
and  treatments.     Educational  institutions  beg  for  support  for  libraries,  equipment,  tuition, 
and  to  stem  the  erosion  of  their  capabilities  as  educational  institutions.  Societies  beg  on 
behalf  of  disabled  people,  on  behalf  of  people  with  a  myriad  of  ailments  and  diseases, 
on  behalf  of  wild  life,  endangered  species,  anti-pollution,  flood,  fire  and  famine  victims; 
the  Hst  goes  on. 

All  this  is  testimony  to  the  abject  failure  of  the  contemporary  economic  system  and 
the  governance  that  allows  it  to  continue.  It  is  a  massive  cover-up,  allowing  business  and 
government  to  avoid  due  responsibility  for  the  society  that  sustains  them.  It  is  an 
important  prop  in  sustaining  and  salvaging  the  Price  System  for  a  while  longer. 

VOLUNTEERISM 

Complimenting  the  legion  of  charity  flinctions  is  an  army  of  volunteers,  picking  up 
the  deficiencies  of  a  derelict  government  and  a  failing  economy.  There  is  nothing  new  in 
the  nature  of  volunteerism,  just  in  its  extent.  It  has  been  elevated  to  the  status  of  a  pillar 
of  society.  Indeed,  economist  Jeremy  Rifkin  classifies  it  as  an  equal  partner  with  the 
government  and  private  sectors.  Equal  in  importance,  that  is,  but  not  equal  in  reward  and 
status.  So  it  is  that  the  economy  depends  on  a  sub-class  of  citizen  workers  to  sustain  the 
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game  of  the  Price  System.  With  moral  suasion  and  meagre  rewards  the  volunteer  army 
carries  on  as  a  successful  salvage  operation  for  the  Price  System,  For  how  long? 

ETAL 

"And  others."  There  is  a  myriad  other  schemes  and  promotions  to  create  new  debt 
and  to  reward  the  debt  holders.  Some  are  large  scale  and  obvious,  such  as  the  trend  into 
crafts,  and  ventures  into  cottage  industries,  others  are  small  and  obscure  such  as  the 
market  play  on  "derivatives".     Many  fail  and  join  the  banruptcy  parade.  But  the  game 
goes  on  as  long  as  majority  debt  claim  holders  hold  a  winning  hand.  The  uncertainty  of 
that  position  has  led  to  the  many  manoevres  to  salvage  the  Price  System. 

THE  MULTILATERAL  AGREEMENT  ON  INVESTMENT  (MAI) 

Waiting  in  the  wings,  as  of  this  date,  is  something  of  a  trump  card,  which  may  be 
played  in  a  desperate  and  ultimate  effort  to  salvage  the  Price  System.  If  enacted,  this 
international  treaty  will  give  unbridled  scope  to  new  debt  creation  without  the  hinderance 
of  national  borders,  sovereign  rights,  labor  rights,  environmental  considerations,  resource 
utilization,  or  any  other  responsibility  toward  an  exploited  nation.  Undoubtedly 
dimensions  of  personal  liberty  would  be  sacrificed  in  the  process.  It  is  unbridled 
corporatism,  and  might  be  better  labelled  global  fascism.  Although  conceived  in  secrecy, 
it  is  now  coming  into  the  open  and  may  yet  be  defeated  if  a  concerned  and  aroused  public 
rally  in  time 

CONCLUSION 

Howard  Scott  identified  the  issue:  "In  the  passing  of  the  old  and  the  institution  of 
the  new,  human  conflict  will  become  the  bitterest  in  history.  Science  is  hated  and  feared 
by  ecclesiastical  institutionalism,  by  corporate  enterprise,  and  political  parties.  The  fear 
and  hatred  that  will  be  directed  by  these  against  science  and  its  technological  application 
will  be  far  greater  than  those  the  Inquisition  hurled  against  all  the  accumulated  heresies. 
Only  science  and  its  technological  application  to  the  means  whereby  we  live  can  produce 
for  mankind  the  control  of  his  (her)  social  destiny  here  on  this  earth. " 

Those  same  institutions  are  not  above  using  the  tools  that  technology  provides  as 
means  to  further  their  agendae:  that  is  to  sustain  the  Price  System,  to  maintain  the 
rewards  for  debt  claim  holders;  to  prevent  the  distribution  of  national  wealth  as  a  right  of 
citizenship;  in  short,  to  maintain  the  status  quo. 

The  threatened  imposition  of  the  MAI  would  be  the  equivalent  of  a  new  Dark  Age, 
in  which  the  bottom  lines  of  global  corporations  would  be  the  only  criteria  for  social 
decisions. 

Resist!  And  join  the  action! 


8  Jan  98 


Walt  Fryers 
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SALVAGING  THE  PRICE  SYSTRM 

Life  extension  for  a  bankrupt  system 


Whatever  happened  to  that  long  awaited  crash,  that  new  depression,  that  widely- 
feared  economic  crisis?  It  was  not  just  anticipated  by  gloomsters  and  pessimists,  or  by 
reformers  and  futurists  looking  for  a  new  deal.  It  was  accepted  as  the  inevitable  outcome 
of  a  period  of  vigorous  growth  which  could  not  continue.  Indeed,  it  seemed  to  be 
happening  in  the  early  eighties  when  inflation  reached  double  digits  -  nearly  20%  -  in  the 
U.S.  Instead,  North  American  economies  resumed  steady  growth.  The  Price  System  had 
been  salvaged.  How? 

Call  it  innovative  bookkeeping,  creative  financing,  or  what  you  v^ll.  The  rules 
were  changed  in  unprecedented  ways  -  ways  seldom  defined,  little  noticed,  but  drastic  and 
fijndamental,  as  we  will  discuss.  Most  importantly  the  changes  were  temporary  measures 
which  cannot  be  repeated  or  sustained.  The  great  crisis  had  been  deferred,  but  not  for 
good.  Here  now,  we  will  discuss  some  of  the  novel  devices  being  invoked  to  salvage  a 
moribund  Price  System.  First,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  the  usual  life  cycle  of  a  Price 
System. 

THE  RISE  AND  FALL  OF  PRICE  SYSTEMS 

Briefly,  modem  economies  grow  by  the  creation  of  debt  -  corporate,  private,  and 
governmental.  And  debt  grows  by  the  prevailing  interest  rate.  This  accumulating  debt 
rests  upon  physical  growth  of  the  economy.  As  long  as  there  is  sound  physical  growth, 
interest  can  be  earned  and  paid  on  the  growing  debt  structure.  The  interest  'validates'  the 
integrity  -  the  value  -  of  the  debt    If  growth  lags  or  ends,  new  debt  cannot  be  created, 
and  old  debt  withers  as  interest  rates  decline  or  defauh..  It  is  an  oft  repeated  recipe  for  an 
economic  crisis. 


The  process  is  described  here  in  terms  of  debt    But  a  debt  is  the  lender's  term, 
corresponding  to  a  credit  to  the  borrower.  The  process  can  be  described  as  readily  in 
terms  of  credit.  In  either  case  it  is  the  banks  and  other  financial  institutions  that  are  the 
main  players  and  the  best  indicators  of  the  total  action. 

History  is  littered  with  collapsed  debt  structures  and  with  the  economic  chaos  that 
results.  (Now,  in  late  1997,  Asia  is  presentng  a  cluster  of  examples,  before  that  it  was 
Mexico,  and  before  that  some  countries  in  South  America,  and  now  Russia,  all  of  recent 
date.)  Some  are  worse  than  others.  Sometimes  foreign  intervention  modifies  the  result. 
In  the  worst  cases,  resort  to  unlimited  inflation  ends  in  worthless  money,  a  new  currency  is 
substituted  for  the  old  currency,  and  a  new  growth  cycle  begins.  Somewhat  less  severe, 
the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930's  was  not  countered  with  inflation,  but  rather  with 
deflation.  Debt  was  massively  defaulted,  and  the  money  supply  dried  up.  World  War  II 
started  a  new  cycle  of  debt  creation,  ending  the  Great  Depression. 
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The  period  of  reconstruction  and  new  growth  following  WW  II  survived  a  series 
of  minor  recessions  until  the  late  70's  and  early  '80's  when  a  very  serious  threat  of 
economic  collapse  threatened.  But  it  did  not  happen.  The  problems  were  overcome. 
How? 


INNOVATIVE  BANKING 

Possibly  the  most  outstanding  example  of  this  manoeuvre  can  be  found  in  the 
deregulated  Savings  and  Loans  institutions  of  the  United  States.  Freed  to  speculate  in  real 
estate  this  ended  up  in  multi-billion  dollar  bankruptcies  of  the  S  and  L  banks,  which  were 
then  partially  settled  with  'sucker'  (read:  taxpayer)  money. 

Bankruptcy  was  traditionally  a  shameful  end  of  unsuccessful  or  fraudulent 
enterprises.  Not  anymore.  In  the  desperate  search  for  places  to  invest  surplus  funds, 
banks  and  other  money  sources  recklessly  underwrite  ventures  of  all  kinds.  Generous 
write-off  terms  by  law  indemnify  the  banks  from  the  predictable  harvest  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  bankrupticies,  great  and  small.  Who  pays''  However  indirectly,  it  is  John  Q. 
Public,  suckered  again. 

MANAGED  INFLATION 

In  the  past  inflation  was  the  last  resort  of  bankrupt  economies.  Economies,  that  is, 
where  the  debt  structure  exceeded  the  productive  capacity  of  the  economy  and/or  the 
purchasing  power  needed  to  sustain  it.  A  temporary  solution  was  to  support  purchasing 
power  by  printing  money  or  expanding  credit  with  no  corresponding  increase  in 
productive  capacity.  The  result  was  inflation  of  prices,  the  printing  of  more  money,  more 
inflation,  higher  prices,  and  so  on  until  the  currency  approached  worthlessness  and  was 
replaced  with  a  new  currency  at,  say,  one  new  to  ten  old.  In  short,  inflation  was  a  case  of 
too  much  money  chasing  too  few  goods. 

In  America  the  situation  was  different.  Here  the  productive  capacity  seemed 
almost  without  limit.  Modest  inflation  was  tolerable  and  productive  capacity  quickly 
adapted.  Monetary  or  credit  expansion  of  around  2  or  3%  became  the  norm.  So  growth 
of  the  economy  and  of  the  debt  structure  moved  forward  to  salvage  the  Price  System  once 
more.  However  inflation  of  any  amount  penalizes  those  on  fixed  incomes.  These  include 
those  on  'un-indexed'  wages,  salaries,  and  pensions,  as  well  as  holders  of  fixed  income 
investments.  So  add  these  to  our  list  of 'suckers'  caught  in  the  salvage  procedures. 

GLOBALISM  and  FOREIGN  TRADE 

The  term  and  the  concept  of  'globalism'  have  been  sold  to  the  public  on  a 
massive  scale  and  so  successfully  that  the  idea  is  now  commonly  accepted  as  inevitable.  It 
appears  to  be  a  new  dimension  of  foreign  trade.  Trade  barriers  are  being  dismantled  as 
never  before.  The  credit  which  faciUtates  these  transactions  provides  a  new  growth  of  the 
debt  structure  -  a  new,  and  for  the  time  being,  a  profitable  assignment  of  surplus  funds  for 
investment.  The  Price  System  is  salvaged  again.  This  expoitation  of  foreign  trade  is  not 
new  in  kind,  just  in  dimension.  Under  the  guise  of 'globalism'  it  is  essentially  an  extension 
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of  foreign  investment.  It  is  a  temporary  measure  which  can  and  often  does  collapse  in 
failure  when  markets  cannnot  absorb  the  increase  in  productivity. 

PRTVATTZATION 

Many  functions  that  were  formerly  government  responsibilities  have  been 
'privatized',  that  is,  handed  over  to  the  private  sector.  Major  airports  are  an  example. 
This  has  provided  an  opportunity  for  private  investment  and  a  further  growth  of  that 
share  of  the  debt  structure    The  government  at  the  same  time  has  been  relieved  of 
incurring  debt  or  levying  taxes  to  accomplish  the  same  objectives.    It  was  a  convenient 
arrangement  for  governments  already  overburdened  by  debt  and  at  the  limit  of  the  tax 
resource. 

THE  CHARITY  GAME 

Better  evidence  of  the  failure  of  the  economy  (the  Price  System)  and  of 
governance  could  hardly  be  found  than  the  proliferation  of  chanties  and  other  fund  raising 
schemes.  There  are  tens  of  thousands  of  them,  preying  on  the  gullibility  and  soft 
heartedness  of  the  middle  class.  Such  a  massive  con  game  could  only  be  perpetrated  by 
systematic  brain  washing  of  the  public  by  all  the  institutions  involved:  the  government,  the 
media,  the  churches,  and  supported  by  business,  industry,  financial  institutions,  community 
organizations:  in  short,  it  is  intrinsic  to  the  status  quo.  All  this  in  an  economy  of  potential 
abundance! 


Food  banks  have  been  around  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  are  still  growing.  A 
myriad  of  other  relief  organizations  minister  to  a  growing  sub-class  of  citizenry.  The  fund 
raising  drives  in  support  of  these  efforts  have  turned  into  a  small  industry,  highly 
organized  and  efficiently  aggressive.  Hospitals  beg  for  funds  to  support  new  equipment 
and  treatments.     Educational  institutions  beg  for  support  for  libraries,  equipment,  tuition, 
and  to  stem  the  erosion  of  their  capabilities  as  educational  institutions.  Societies  beg  on 
behalf  of  disabled  people,  on  behalf  of  people  with  a  myriad  of  ailments  and  diseases, 
on  behalf  of  wild  life,  endangered  species,  anti-pollution,  flood,  fire  and  famine  victims, 
the  Ust  goes  on. 

All  this  is  testimony  to  the  abject  failure  of  the  contemporary  economic  system  and 
the  governance  that  allows  it  to  continue    It  is  a  massive  cover-up,  allowing  business  and 
government  to  avoid  due  responsibility  for  the  society  that  sustains  them.  It  is  an 
important  prop  in  sustaining  and  salvaging  the  Price  System  for  a  while  longer. 

VQLIJNTEERISM 

Complimenting  the  legion  of  charity  functions  is  an  army  of  volunteers,  picking  up 
the  deficiencies  of  a  derelict  government  and  a  failing  economy    There  is  nothing  new  in 
the  nature  of  volunteerism,  just  in  its  extent.  It  has  been  elevated  to  the  status  of  a  pillar 
of  society.  Indeed,  economist  Jeremy  Rifkin  classifies  it  as  an  equal  partner  with  the 
government  and  private  sectors.  Equal  in  importance,  that  is,  but  not  equal  in  reward  and 
status.  So  it  is  that  the  economy  depends  on  a  sub-class  of  citizen  workers  to  sustain  the 
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game  of  the  Price  System.  With  moral  suasion  and  meagre  rewards  the  volunteer  army 
carries  on  as  a  successful  salvage  operation  for  the  Price  System.  For  how  long? 

ETAL 

"And  others."  There  is  a  myriad  other  schemes  and  promotions  to  create  new  debt 
and  to  reward  the  debt  holders.  Some  are  large  scale  and  obvious,  such  as  the  trend  into 
crafts,  and  ventures  into  cottage  industries,  others  are  small  and  obscure  such  as  the 
market  play  on  "derivatives".     Many  fail  and  join  the  banruptcy  parade    But  the  game 
goes  on  as  long  as  majority  debt  claim  holders  hold  a  winning  hand.  The  uncertainty  of 
that  position  has  led  to  the  many  manoevres  to  salvage  the  Price  System. 

THE  MIJLTTI.ATERAL  AGREEMENT  ON  TNVRSTlVfFNT  TMAT^ 

Waiting  in  the  wings,  as  of  this  date,  is  something  of  a  trump  card,  which  may  be 
played  in  a  desperate  and  ultimate  effort  to  salvage  the  Price  System.  If  enacted,  this 
international  treaty  will  give  unbridled  scope  to  new  debt  creation  without  the  hinderance 
of  national  borders,  sovereign  rights,  labor  rights,  environmental  considerations,  resource 
utilization,  or  any  other  responsibility  toward  an  exploited  nation.  Ufidcnthtedly 
dimetjsions  of  personal  liberty  would  be  sacrificed  in  the  process.  It  is  unbridled 
corporatism,  and  might  be  better  labelled  global  fascism.  Although  conceived  in  secrecy, 
it  is  now  coming  into  the  open  and  may  yet  be  defeated  if  a  concerned  and  aroused  public 
rally  in  time. 

CONCLUSION 

Howard  Scott  identified  the  issue:  "In  the  passing  of  the  old  and  the  institution  of 
the  new,  human  conflict  will  become  the  bitterest  in  history.  Science  is  hated  and  feared 
by  ecclesiastical  institutionalism,  by  corporate  enterprise,  and  political  parties.  The  fear 
and  hatred  that  will  be  directed  by  these  against  science  and  its  technological  application 
will  be  far  greater  than  those  the  Inquisition  hurled  against  all  the  accumulated  heresies. 
Only  science  and  its  technological  application  to  the  means  whereby  we  live  can  produce 
for  mankind  the  control  of  his  (her)  social  destiny  here  on  this  earth." 

Those  same  institutions  are  not  above  using  the  tools  that  technology  provides  as 
means  to  further  their  agendae;  that  is  to  sustain  the  Price  System,  to  maintain  the 
rewards  for  debt  claim  holders;  to  prevent  the  distribution  of  national  wealth  as  a  right  of 
citizenship,  in  short,  to  maintain  the  status  quo. 

The  threatened  imposition  of  the  MAI  would  be  the  equivalent  of  a  new  Dark  Age, 
in  which  the  bottom  lines  of  global  corporations  would  be  the  only  criteria  for  social 
decisions. 

Resist!  And  join  the  action! 


8  Jan  98 


Walt  Fryers 
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SALVAGING  THE  PRICK  SYSTFM 

Life  extension  for  a  bankrupt  system 


Whatever  happened  to  that  long  awaited  crash,  that  new  depression,  that  widely- 
feared  economic  crisis?  It  was  not  just  anticipated  by  gloomsters  and  pessimists,  or  by 
reformers  and  futurists  looking  for  a  new  deal.  It  was  accepted  as  the  inevitable  outcome 
of  a  period  of  vigorous  growth  which  could  not  continue.  Indeed,  it  seemed  to  be 
happening  in  the  early  eighties  when  inflation  reached  double  digits  -  nearly  20%  -  in  the 
U.S.  Instead,  North  American  economies  resumed  steady  growth.  The  Price  System  had 
been  salvaged.  How? 

Call  it  innovative  bookkeeping,  creative  financing,  or  what  you  will  The  rules 
were  changed  in  unprecedented  ways  -  ways  seldom  defined,  little  noticed,  but  drastic  and 
flindamental,  as  we  will  discuss.  Most  importantly  the  changes  were  temporary  measures 
which  cannot  be  repeated  or  sustained    The  great  crisis  had  been  deferred,  but  not  for 
good    Here  now,  we  will  discuss  some  of  the  novel  devices  being  invoked  to  salvage  a 
moribund  Price  System.  First,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  the  usual  life  cycle  of  a  Price 
System. 

THE  RISE  AND  FALL  OF  PRICE  SYSTEMS 

Briefly,  modem  economies  grow  by  the  creation  of  debt  -  corporate,  private,  and 
governmental.  And  debt  grows  by  the  prevailing  interest  rate.  This  accumulating  debt 
rests  upon  physical  growth  of  the  economy.  As  long  as  there  is  sound  physical  growth, 
interest  can  be  earned  and  paid  on  the  growing  debt  structure.  The  interest  'validates'  the 
integrity  -  the  value  -  of  the  debt.  If  growth  lags  or  ends,  new  debt  cannot  be  created, 
and  old  debt  withers  as  interest  rates  decline  or  default..  It  is  an  oft  repeated  recipe  for  an 
economic  crisis. 


The  process  is  described  here  in  terms  of  debt.  But  a  debt  is  the  lender's  term, 
corresponding  to  a  credit  to  the  borrower.  The  process  can  be  described  as  readily  in 
terms  of  credit.  In  either  case  it  is  the  banks  and  other  financial  institutions  that  are  the 
main  players  and  the  best  indicators  of  the  total  action. 

History  is  littered  with  collapsed  debt  structures  and  with  the  economic  chaos  that 
results.  (Now,  in  late  1997,  Asia  is  presentng  a  cluster  of  examples,  before  that  it  was 
Mexico;  and  before  that  some  countries  in  South  America,  and  now  Russia,  all  of  recent 
date.)  Some  are  worse  than  others.  Sometimes  foreign  intervention  modifies  the  result. 
In  the  worst  cases,  resort  to  unlimited  inflation  ends  in  worthless  money,  a  new  currency  is 
substituted  for  the  old  currency,  and  a  new  growlh  cycle  begins.  Somewhat  less  severe, 
the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930's  was  not  countered  with  inflation,  but  rather  with 
deflation.  Debt  was  massively  defaulted,  and  the  money  supply  dried  up.  World  War  II 
started  a  new  cycle  of  debt  creation,  ending  the  Great  Depression. 
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The  period  of  reconstruction  and  new  growth  following  WW  II  survived  a  series 
of  minor  recessions  until  the  late  70's  and  early  '80's  when  a  very  serious  threat  of 
economic  collapse  threatened.  But  it  did  not  happen.  The  problems  were  overcome. 
How? 


INNOVATIVE  BANKING 

Possibly  the  most  outstanding  example  of  this  manoeuvre  can  be  found  in  the 
deregulated  Savings  and  Loans  institutions  of  the  United  States.  Freed  to  speculate  in  real 
estate  this  ended  up  in  multi-billion  dollar  bankruptcies  of  the  S  and  L  banks,  which  were 
then  partially  settled  with  'sucker'  (read;  taxpayer)  money. 

Bankruptcy  was  traditionally  a  shameful  end  of  unsuccessful  or  fraudulent 
enterprises.  Not  anymore.  In  the  desperate  search  for  places  to  invest  surplus  funds, 
banks  and  other  money  sources  recklessly  underwrite  ventures  of  all  kinds.  Generous 
write-off  terms  by  law  indemnify  the  banks  from  the  predictable  harvest  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  bankrupticies,  great  and  small.  Who  pays?  However  indirectly,  it  is  John  Q. 
Public,  suckered  again. 

MANAGED  INFLATION 

In  the  past  inflation  was  the  last  resort  of  bankrupt  economies.  Economies,  that  is, 
where  the  debt  structure  exceeded  the  productive  capacity  of  the  economy  and/or  the 
purchasing  power  needed  to  sustain  it    A  temporary  solution  was  to  support  purchasing 
power  by  printing  money  or  expanding  credit  with  no  corresponding  increeise  in 
productive  capacity.  The  resuU  was  inflation  of  prices,  the  printing  of  more  money,  more 
inflation,  higher  prices,  and  so  on  until  the  currency  approached  worthlessness  and  was 
replaced  with  a  new  currency  at,  say,  one  new  to  ten  old.  In  short,  inflation  was  a  case  of 
too  much  money  chasing  too  few  goods. 

In  America  the  situation  was  different    Here  the  productive  capacity  seemed 
almost  without  limit.  Modest  inflation  was  tolerable  and  productive  capacity  quickly 
adapted.  Monetary  or  credit  expansion  of  around  2  or  3%  became  the  norm  So  growth 
of  the  economy  and  of  the  debt  structure  moved  forward  to  salvage  the  Price  System  once 
more.  However  inflation  of  any  amount  penalizes  those  on  fixed  incomes.  These  include 
those  on  'un-indexed'  wages,  salaries,  and  pensions,  as  well  as  holders  of  fixed  income 
investments.  So  add  these  to  our  list  of 'suckers'  caught  in  the  salvage  procedures. 

GLQBALISM  and  FOREIGN  TRADE 

The  term  and  the  concept  of 'globalism'  have  been  sold  to  the  public  on  a 
massive  scale  and  so  successfully  that  the  idea  is  now  commonly  accepted  as  inevitable.  It 
appears  to  be  a  new  dimension  of  foreign  trade.  Trade  barriers  are  being  dismantled  as 
never  before.  The  credit  which  facilitates  these  transactions  provides  a  new  growth  of  the 
debt  structure  -  a  new,  and  for  the  time  being,  a  profitable  assignment  of  surplus  funds  for 
investment.  The  Price  System  is  salvaged  again.  This  expoitation  of  foreign  trade  is  not 
new  in  kind,  just  in  dimension.  Under  the  guise  of 'globalism'  it  is  essentially  an  extension 
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of  foreign  investment.  It  is  a  temporary  measure  which  can  and  often  does  collapse  in 
failure  when  markets  cannnot  absorb  the  increase  in  productivity. 

PRIVATIZATION 

Many  functions  that  were  formerly  government  responsibilities  have  been 
'privatized',  that  is,  handed  over  to  the  private  sector.  Major  airports  are  an  example. 
This  has  provided  an  opportunity  for  private  investment  and  a  further  growth  of  that 
share  of  the  debt  structure    The  government  at  the  same  time  has  been  relieved  of 
incurring  debt  or  levying  taxes  to  accomplish  the  same  objectives.    It  was  a  convenient 
arrangement  for  governments  already  overburdened  by  debt  and  at  the  limit  of  the  tax 
resource. 

THE  CHARITY  GAME 

Better  evidence  of  the  failure  of  the  economy  (the  Price  System)  and  of 
governance  could  hardly  be  found  than  the  proliferation  oi  charities  and  other  flind  raising 
schemes.  There  are  tens  of  thousands  of  them,  preying  on  the  gullibility  and  soft 
heartedness  of  the  middle  class.  Such  a  massive  con  game  could  only  be  perpetrated  by 
systematic  brain  washing  of  the  public  by  all  the  institutions  involved:  the  government,  the 
media,  the  churches,  and  supported  by  business,  industry,  financial  institutions,  community 
organizations:  in  short,  it  is  intrinsic  to  the  status  quo.  All  this  in  an  economy  of  potential 
abundance! 


Food  banks  have  been  around  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  are  still  growing.  A 
myriad  of  other  relief  organizations  minister  to  a  growing  sub-class  of  citizenry    The  fijnd 
raising  drives  in  support  of  these  efforts  have  turned  into  a  small  industry,  highly 
organized  and  efficiently  aggressive    Hospitals  beg  for  fiinds  to  support  new  equipment 
and  treatments.     Educational  institutions  beg  for  support  for  libraries,  equipment,  tuition, 
and  to  stem  the  erosion  of  their  capabilities  as  educational  institutions.  Societies  beg  on 
behalf  of  disabled  people,  on  behalf  of  people  with  a  myriad  of  ailments  and  diseases, 
on  behalf  of  wild  life,  endangered  species,  anti-pollution,  flood,  fire  and  famine  victims; 
the  Hst  goes  on. 

All  this  is  testimony  to  the  abject  failure  of  the  contemporary  economic  system  and 
the  governance  that  allows  it  to  continue    It  is  a  massive  cover-up,  allowing  business  and 
government  to  avoid  due  responsibility  for  the  society  that  sustains  them.  It  is  an 
important  prop  in  sustaining  and  salvaging  the  Price  System  for  a  while  longer. 

VOLUNTEERISM 

Complimenting  the  legion  of  charity  functions  is  an  army  of  volunteers,  picking  up 
the  deficiencies  of  a  derelict  government  and  a  failing  economy    There  is  nothing  new  in 
the  nature  of  volunteerism,  just  in  its  extent.  It  has  been  elevated  to  the  status  of  a  pillar 
of  society.  Indeed,  economist  Jeremy  Rifkin  classifies  it  as  an  equal  partner  with  the 
government  and  private  sectors.  Equal  in  importance,  that  is,  but  not  equal  in  reward  and 
status.  So  it  is  that  the  economy  depends  on  a  sub-class  of  citizen  workers  to  sustain  the 


/'-I 


,r:^^- 


B>*g¥>rg>^»»3i.ii,?-?>r^i^T?£g<:»:-r:r  >*:;^-^Bf>TO 


game  of  the  Price  System.  With  moral  suasion  and  meagre  rewards  the  volunteer  army 
carries  on  as  a  successful  salvage  operation  for  the  Price  System.  For  how  long? 

ETAL 

"And  others."  There  is  a  myriad  other  schemes  and  promotions  to  create  new  debt 
and  to  reward  the  debt  holders.  Some  are  large  scale  and  obvious,  such  as  the  trend  into 
crafts,  and  ventures  into  cottage  industries,  others  are  small  and  obscure  such  as  the 
market  play  on  "derivatives".     Many  fail  and  join  the  banruptcy  parade.  But  the  game 
goes  on  as  long  as  majority  debt  claim  holders  hold  a  winning  hand.  The  uncertainty  of 
that  position  has  led  to  the  many  manoevres  to  salvage  the  Price  System. 

THE  MULTILATERAL  AGREEMENT  QN  INVESTMENT  (MAI) 

Waiting  in  the  wings,  as  of  this  date,  is  something  of  a  trump  card,  which  may  be 
played  in  a  desperate  and  ultimate  effort  to  salvage  the  Price  System    If  enacted,  this 
international  treaty  will  give  unbridled  scope  to  new  debt  creation  without  the  hinderance 
of  national  borders,  sovereign  rights,  labor  rights,  environmental  considerations,  resource 
utilization,  or  any  other  responsibility  toward  an  exploited  nation.  Undoubtedly 
dimensions  of  personal  liberty  would  he  sacrificed  in  the  process.  It  is  unbridled 
corporatism,  and  might  be  better  labelled  global  fascism,  Although  conceived  in  secrecy, 
it  is  now  coming  into  the  open  and  may  yet  be  defeated  if  a  concerned  and  aroused  public 
rally  in  time. 

CONCLUSION 

Howard  Scott  identified  the  issue:  "In  the  passing  of  the  old  and  the  institution  of 
the  new,  human  conflict  will  become  the  bitterest  in  history.  Science  is  hated  and  feared 
by  ecclesiastical  institutionalism,  by  corporate  enterprise,  and  political  parties.  The  fear 
and  hatred  that  will  be  directed  by  these  against  science  and  its  technological  application 
will  be  far  greater  than  those  the  Inquisition  hurled  against  all  the  accumulated  heresies. 
Only  science  and  its  technological  application  to  the  means  whereby  we  live  can  produce 
for  mankind  the  control  of  his  (her)  social  destiny  here  on  this  earth." 

Those  same  institutions  are  not  above  using  the  tools  that  technology  provides  as 
means  to  further  their  agendae:  that  is  to  sustain  the  Price  System,  to  maintain  the 
rewards  for  debt  claim  holders,  to  prevent  the  distribution  of  national  wealth  as  a  right  of 
citizenship,  in  short,  to  maintain  the  status  quo. 

The  threatened  imposition  of  the  MAI  would  be  the  equivalent  of  a  new  Dark  Age, 
in  which  the  bottom  lines  of  global  corporations  would  be  the  only  criteria  for  social 
decisions. 

Resist !  And  join  the  action! 


8  Jan  98 


Walt  Fryers 
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